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FOREWORD

Dear Fellow Collectors, |

Another year has sped on and once again we are looking.
forward to dispatching our Annual to all corners of the earth,
Once again a loyal band have contributed fascinating articles
and admirable sketches so much so that this year's edition
is bigger than ever. One of our new chums says in the "Who's
Who" that he considers the collectors of old boys papers &
grand lot of fellows and the hobby the best of all. Ve who
are at the heart of things could not agree more.

We estimate that our four Annuals contain a total of
nearly a quarter of a million words; an impressive achievement
we are sure all will agree. But there's plenty more to tell,
and soon we shall be laying plans for the Annual of 1951.

Iagt year's voting contest proved very interesting and
instructive and we propose to repeat it. Ve want all of you
to return the form as soon as you have thoroughly digested
the fare provided.

In eonclusion the old, old wish - A Happy Christmas,
a Prosperous New Year, and good hunting.

Yours sincerely,

Herbert Leckenby.
H. Maurice Bond.
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Rookwood Review

By Wm, H. Gander

Rookwood hes been referred to es the Cinderells of Charles Hemilton's
schools, and much of the reeson for its neglect must lie in the fact that
the Rookwood stories had @ short run in "The Boys' Friend" es compared
with those of St.Jim's in "The Gem" and Greyfriers in "The Megnet." While
gtories of the latter two schools appesred regularly for around thirty-
two ycars, Rookwood wes not established in "The Boys' Friend" until early
in 1915 end finished in thet peper early in 1926, o run of eleven ycars.,
A respecteble run, indeed, but short when messured ngerinst those of
Ste Jim's and Greyfriars.

But for some recaders of Mr. Hemilton's inimiteble tales of school
life Rookwood must come first. It is so in my own cese, for I read of
Rookwood in the "B,F." for yeers, while I turned to "The Gem" and "The
Megnet'" only for short periods. Recently the belence hes been more
favorable to Greyfriars, but sgein I turned to Rookwood end reed oncec more
£1l the storics in my "Boys' Friends".

From this new reeding of them I have found thot it would be much more
difficult tc write anything about Rookwood that would compere with
"Dwellers in the Greyfriars Remove" in the 1948 "iAnnuel."  This for two
reasons: one becomes well-scquainted with fewer characters et Rookwood,
it scems, than ¢t Greyfriars, end my sct of "The Boys' Friend" is sadly
incomplete for the year 1915 and the first helf of 1916. It is during
this period thet one would expect first to mcet most of the players on

, the Rookwood stagec.

Foer the purposes of this articlc, therefore, I propose not only'to
tell of Rookwooders met in the peges of '"The Boys' Friend," but elso to
touch upon some of the more outstending stories.

The first intimetion we have of Rouokwood being given to the reeding
public is found in "Megnet" No. 357, where we src told thet Bob Chorn{
gew the Rookwood junior footbsall teem preetising while he weg on o bike
tide —- o bike ride from Kent to Hompshire —— one sfternoon., In "Boys!'
Priends" Nos. 712, 713, end 714, Jenuery and Februery, 1915, word was
given of the grand new series of school stories soon to commence, in
No. 714 odditionel informetion being given that thoy would begin in the
next week's issue, No. T15, (Fobruary 20th, 1915), the title of the first
one being "The Rivels of Rookwood," end the euthor Owen Conquest. ;

The central charecter of the stcries, playing the pert that Herry
Wherton does in the Greyfrisrs stories ond Tom Merry in thosc of Ste
Jim's, Jimmy Silver, celcbrated his errivel es 2 new boy by teking the
reins of o brrke-load of Clessicels end beating o similer load of
Moderns in o rece from Coombe Stotion to the school. The fact that the
broke wos intended for the use of the Modern Housc prefects added to the
thrill.

Also met in the opening story werc Tommy Dodd, with "curly hair and
o prominent nose," leader of the juniors on the Modern side of the
school, #nd his speciel chums Tommy Cook snd Tommy Doyle -- the three
Tommics of the Fourth Form., "And you're coming to Rookwood with o
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nome like thet?"! Tommy Cuok inquired of Jimmy Silver.  Jimmy proved to be
a widc-oweke youngster, very likeble., His "lcg wes pulled" once or twice,
but he soon "caught on" =nd wes no longer cesy prey for the practicel
jokers.,

hmong the rest met in thot first story were Arthur Edwerd Lovell,

George Reby, and Lrthur Newcome, known as the Fisticel Three until joined
by Jimmy Silver, when they beceme the Fisticel Four. Jimmy wes ploced in
the "end study," which hed been shared by the Fisticel Three, who objucted
strenuously to edmitting him as o fcurth occupent. The end study being a
very desirable one, Jimmy persueded the trio tc accept him into it by tying
the study door closed Jjust om call-over, end refusing to release them until
they hed promised to moke it "pex."

S5ti111l others with whom we bucome scqueinted were George Bulkeley,
Captain of the school, Cecil Knowles, Captein of the Modern House, Tovmscend
(e "slacker'"), Joncs minor. and Hookcr, ell threc of the Classical Fourth,
Lecy of the Modern Fourtih, Mr. Bootles, Master of the Classicel Fourth
(later he inherited » fortune, retired from Rookwood end was replaced by
Richerd Dalton), end the Headmaster, Dr. Chisholm — tho Rev Henry Chisholm,
D.D.y Miliey in the 1923 “"Holidey Annuel", Dr. Chisholm witnessed the un-
precedented occurrence of the driving of e breke through the school getes
end right up to the School House doorwoy. Being o new boy, Jimmy Silver
got away with & mild "wigging" for this exploit.

One other Rookwooder -— using the term in its widest gense -~ was in-°
troduced to-us in the first yern. He wes "old Meck," school porter end
counterpart of Gosling of Greyfriers end Taggles of St. Jim's, end like
them a crusty individusl who took e dim view of boys. .

The second story, "Jimmy Silver's Ruse," in "B,F." No. 716, continued
the account of Jimmy's first day at Rookwood, it elso being first dey of
term, "There was one new boy, however," we were told, "who did not bear
the remctest resembleance to 2 lost sheep," es did other new boys. Thet
onc wos Jimmy Silver. Jimmy was "jeped" by the three Tommies, but paid
them back by trapping them when they rrided the Clessicel Fourth dormitory
after lights out.’ = Ln election was held to determinc who should be captein
of the junior club for the new term, end the Clasgical and Modern voters
being cquel in numbera, Jimmy Silver's was the deciding vote and Adolphus
Smythe of the Claessicel Shell wes elected.  Adolphus wes a swenkcr "with
en eyegless," ond wes feted soon to be replaced by Jimny Silver.

The third story, '"Heeling the Breach," told of.how Jimmy and the
Fisticel Three did no% "pull" wcll in the end study, they decming him toc
cool and self-possessed for & new boy, After some ructions when they
endeavoured to persuvede Jimmy to move out of the study, the "breech was
healed" when Lovell fell into Coombe Quarrics end wes rescucd by Jinmy
Silver.

In the fourth story, "The FPisticel Fouxr", "Boys' Fricnd" No. 718y
the following juniors are listed in the TLower School footbell teem liste
Sclwyn, Chesncy, end Howard, of the Shell, ILeke, Morton, end Wilton, of
the Cleseicel Fourth, and Trecy, of the Modern side. The three listed
as of the Clagsicol Fourth spneer to have venished leter, for they src not
in "Who's Who et Rockwood" in the 1923 "Holiday fmnuel."  Other juniors

B -




met in this story were Hooker of the Classical Fourth and Webb and Towle
of the Modern Fourth. In one paregraph we read of "Cook end Doyle and

Topping," but I am assured thet it should reed "....o2re topping," for I

have never heerd of anyone at Rookwcod named Topping.

In these early stories we werc told thet the Modern side, though of
comperstively rccent origin, hed grown until it out-numbered the Classicel
side, but the rclative strength of the two houses was roversed later
through the errivel of new boys in the Clessicel house.

Nos, 719, 720, 721, end 722 were snecisl "bumper'" issues with color-
printed white-peper covers end free "pletes". I have copics of the
plates, but haven't scen these issues since purchesing them in 1915. In
No. 719 was "The Rewels of Rookwood," prpsumsbly the first of several
"rebellion" or "berring-out" stories.

"The Sleckers of Rookwcod" No. 723, introduced us to Howard of the
Classical Shell, & pal of Smythe. In this yern this is founds "We'll
bike it" (to Greyfriars), seid Jimmy Silver. "It's » long ride," said
Jimmy a little later. "Over twenty miles to Greyfriers," we resd. "Over"
is right! In this story Smythe touok o teem of hie pals, all "duds", to
Greyfriars for a2 cricket match, »nd they were licked by on innings ~rmd
eighty-six rune. They had been threetened with o "ragging" if the metch
wes lost by en innings, and e ragging they got.

In "B,F." No. 737 Begshot School was brought into the Rookwood story.
"Pankley's Pienic," when @ dozen Juniors from neerby Bogshot, including
Pankley end his friends Poole ~nd Putter, steyed for a time at Rookwood,

. due to an epidemic of influcnze ot their own echool. Jimmy Silver & Co.
were "dished" by Pankley & Co. over the latter's picnic, but succeeded
in turning the tebles on their rivels and “snaffling" the picnic supplies
for themselves. In this story Flynn of the Claossical Fourth was met,
though he and Pankley & Co. might have appeared in earlier stories that

I do not have.

By "B.F." No. 742 Tommy Dodd hed become junior cricket cantein,
Jimmy Silver vice-captein. In 2 series of stories, Nos. T46-748,
Robert Gunter, nephew of Dr. Chidholm, come from the United States and
made himself well disliked as a junior. Being "sacked," he barrficaded
Bimself in the clock tower and was got out by J.S. & Co.  He proved to
be en imposter, Sem Barker, who wes raised on the Gunter ranch, and who
had persueded the reel Robert Gunter to let him teke his place at Rook-
WoOod o In No. 746 is found Dick Osweld, of the Classical Fourth --
apperently not his first sppeerence, for we are told that he hed hed a
hard time, but hed been "becked up" by Jimmy Silver.

hbout this time the Editor of "The Boys' Friend" launched the
"Boys' Friend" !nti-Germoen Lecegue. To become a member one promised not
to purchase any erticles "morde in Germany."  Much sprce on the editorial
page wes devoted to this theme for some months, then the greet lnti-
Germen League feded away end wes forgotten, following in the weke of the
"Leegue of Boy Friends" of esrlier yeers.

John Silver, nefer-do-well uncle of Jimmy, cname into the Rookwood

stories in "Boys' Friends" Nos. 752-756. Throuph him Jlmmy fell out
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with his pale beccusc of his meeting his uncle 'rt the disreputeble Ship
Inn. In the lest story of the series, "B.F." No. 756, John Silvor
atoncd for the pest by enlisting in Kitchener's Army.,

By No. 760 Jimmy hsd become junior skipper, but I hoven't the issue
in which this echievement is releted. No. 764, Jrnuary 29th, 1916, wes
the 218t Birthday Number, with extre pages, e color-printed cover, ond e
free "plate.," In this issue we met Dolly Chisholm, deughter of the
Headmester.

"Mhe Duffer of the Fourth," "B.F." No. 766, 2nd the following weck's
story, "Curing the Duffer," introduced Dickinson minor, brother of Dickin-
gon major of the Sixth, Dickinson minor was very keen on Americen "dime
novels" ("Blood-steined Bill, or Borrels of Blood!"), end Jimmy Silver & Co{
took drestic steps to cure him of thet weekness, whereupon Dickinson minor
proved to be quite o decent youngster.

Cousin Phyllis visited Rookwood in "Ceught Neoping," "B.F." No. 768,
This Cousin Phyllis is Jimmy Silver's, by the wey. Nos. 769 to 772
foeturcd Tom Rewson, scholsrship boy. The "nutty brigede" was shocked
to lcern that a scholarship boy wes coming to Reokwood —— why, his fether
worked for e living! They tried to meke life miserable for Rawson, but
the letter, o somewhat rugged, burly fellow, proved cepable of hendling
them, #nd wes scon well-csteblished ot the school.

Tubby Muffin, Rookwood's Billy Bunter, I first noticed in "B.F.,"
No. 771, but his errivel wes probably recurded in en cerlier issue. With
this issue, No. 771, the peges of the "B.,F," were recduced from 16 ol
due to incressing peper shortege the dete of 1t buing Merch 25th, 1916,

Cyril Puele, of the Clessicel Fcurth, proved his obility es en ector
in B.F. No. 773 by impcrsonating Mr. Bootlee end moking o bet with Joey
Hook, locel bookmaker. Eventually Peele was "bowled out" and ejected

from the Lmateur Dremetic Society.

Volentine Mornington, destined to pley = pert somewhet similor to that
of Vernon-Smith ¢t Greyfrisrs, srrived at Rookwood in "The Wrong Sort,"
"B.F." No. 774. Mornington wes no corbon copy of Smithy, howevwe,
though he shered with the latter ¢ tendency to defy suthority snd follow
his own inclinations. For o time these inclinations 1dad him to become
en sssuciate of Townsend, Tophem, Smythe, end other "bad-hets" of the
Clessicel side. After o while, cven before he lost his inheritence to
"Erbert, the lost cousin whom Morny found, it eopenred that Owen Conquest
hed stripped him of hie noble title, fcr he wes Lord Mornington when he
first ceme to Rookwood, but loter beceome plein Velentine Mornmington. He
wes feotured in memy stories in which he wes "up rgeinst" Jimmy Silver &
Go. Then, after the errivel of Kit Iirroll Morny steyed closer to the
peth of rectitude, but not without some backsliding. He pleyed the
leading role in No. 774 end 775, the letter story, ".A Disgrece to Rookw.od
¢nding with him being flogged for his misdeeds -- not o good beginning,
to be sure.

In "B.F." Nus. 781-783, Dr. Chisholme wee dismissed temporerily
pending an investigation of his flogging of Mornington, and e Mr.Scroop
took his plece. Being sn obnoxious individurl, trouble followed end
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lower school revolted. This offeair ended with Mornington leeving Rook-
wood for e spell. 2

Alfred Higgs ceme into the Clessical Fourth in "B.F.'" No. 785,
played the bully for e while, dropping thet role after heving the edvise-
bility of doing so properly impressed upon him. In the story in "B.F."
No. 793 Billy Bunter visited Rookwood, #nd whet haopencd cen easily be
imagined, while Dick Ven Ryn arrived in the Classicel Fourth in No. 798
from South Africe. Ven Ryn being e ventriloquist, it is too bed he
wasn't et Rookwood when Bunter prid his visit -~ there might have been
gsome fun with two boys throwing their voices around!

No. 802-805 brought a series of Jimmy Silver vs. Mornington yarms,
Morny engincering Jimmy's expulsion from the school, but the truth coming
to light, Morny was expelled. However, he became the "hero of Rookwood
in a fire end was allowed to stay on. It wes in "B,F." No., 809 thet
Mornington picked up & weif on the roed and brought him to Rookwood, where
he was allowed to stay. Loter, in "B.F." Nos. 844-848, the weif, known
as 'Brbert, wes proved to e the missing heir to the Mornington estete,
displacing Velentine Mornington.

No. 810 of "The Boys' Friend" wes the Christmes Number for 1916.
The Rookwood story in it was "Jimmy Silver's Christmes," which, we were
told, was written by Owen Conguest "in collaboration with those world-
famous euthors, FPrenk Richards end Mertin Clifford." Boys from »ll three
schools -~ Rouokwood, Greyfriesrs, and St. Jim's, pleyed ports in this
story, which, when reprinted in abridged form in letor years, was by
Owen Conquest" without eny help from his elter eges.

Cherles Pons errived et Rookwood in "B.F.," Nos, 811-813, and Kit
Conroy in Nos. 819-821, Pons being from Cenede ond Conroy from justrelia,
both going into the Classical Fourth.

Now I raise en interesting point. It hes been the. impression that
the "substitutc writers" kcpt their hends off the Rookwood stories, but
T heve found seversl which I om sure were not the work of the genuine
Owen Conquest. Thure are, in fact, fifteen of them, plus four others
of which I om not so surec. There may be others which I do not heve.
For the benefit of enyone interested, these ore the issues of "The Boys'
Friend" in which are Rookw-od stories thot ere, in my judgment, not
"genuine": Nos. 823, 828, 856, 881, 888, 913, 916, 917, 934, 942, 943,
952, 957, 970, #nd 1010. The four of which T su not certain are in
Nos. 950, 967, 975, 976.

Clerence Cuffy, eimplco-minded member of the Modern Fourth Form,
errived in "B.F." No. 829, to be the victim of meny » jape, while Kit
Tirroll ceme to Rookwood in No. 833. Kit took the spotlight in Nos. 834
to 837. A member of o geng of cracksmen, Kit after & herd struggle
ot on to the right path end beceme o virtuous member of society. Jimmy
silver's cousin, Algy, ceme to Rookwood in No. 863, provinz to be quite
disposed to ¢o his own way, whether that wey be good or bad for him.

Mark Lettrey, o very bad "egg" indeed, blinded Mornington with o
blow across the cyes in "B.F." No. 865; the Head could not expel
Lettrey because of a hold the letter's father hed over him (the Huad)
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the Rookwood Fourth Form revolted in protest; ILettrey left the schools
Lattrey rescued Mornington in a train wreck; Morny recovered his sights
Lattrey stoyed ot Rookwood -- all this was told in "B.F." Nos. 865 to 878,
With No. 877 the price of "The Boys' Friend" wes reoised to three-halfpence,
the pages heving been further out to eight with No. 865, Jonuary 5th, 1918,

By now most of the lower school cheracters had come into the storics,
wither with & "splesh" or otherwise, and I have notes of only two or three
more; Edwerd Grace, known as "Putty", "B.F." No. 929, osnd Teddy Lovell,
Arthur Edwerd's younger brother, "B.F." Nos. 960 to 965. The wer being
over, the pages of the "Green 'Un" were increased from eight to twelve with
No. 941, June 21st, 1919. Now well into their fifth yeer ond well-
esteblished, Rookwood looked like going on for ever, and from here on it
will be necessary only to touch upon two or three series 6f stories. One
brought, temporerily, to the @lessicel Fourth Arthur Beresford Beggs, whom
one remembers os newly-rich, with poor rolations, or something of that sort.

The stories in "B.F." Nog. 1026 to 1029 told of the inhceriting by
Mr. Bootles, Classical Fourth Form-mester, of & million pounds., This
event brought Mr. Bootles some stertling adventures, which probably almost
mede him wish he hedn't become en heir to e million. Upon his leaving
Rookwood his plece was taken, as elrecady stated, by "Dicky" Dolton, but
not before the Fourth had been troubled by other mogters whose stey proved
ghort. Mr. Dolton,heving formerly been e professionel boxer, encountered
troubles of his own for e time, as told in "B.IF." Nos. 1037-1040.

In "B.F." Nos. 1043-1051 Cecil Cuthbert Montmorency, formerly George
Huggins, ceme to Rookwood for e brief and inhermonious stay, while in
No. 1088 Peter Cuthbert Gunner ceme into the Fourth to stay. The yeor
1923 brought & notable series of stories in which werc told the edventures
of Jimmy Silver & Co. in Alberte, where they were the guests of Jinmy's
cousin, Hudson Smedley —- Nos. 1140 to 1174. In "B, F." No. 1253 and suc-
ceeding issues were tales of "Rookwood's Rivel," in which we reed of the
mester of the Rookwood Fifth Form, Horece Greely, setting up o rivael
scholeagtic esteblishment in the vicinity of Rookwood, after felling out
with Dr. Chisholm over DIdward Hensom of the Fifth. The wherewithall
to found the school at Menor House wes found by Hensom's father, but
Mr. Greely proved inadequate to fill the position of heedmester of o school.

The lest-mentioned geries wes in "The Boys' Friend" in 1925, when the
Rookwood yarns were neoring their finish. It coeme in No. 1298, ipril 24th,
1926, the title of the lest story being "Tubby the Protector," this being
the 584th yern in the hookwood series. "Th: Boys' Friend" continued,
"entirely rcconstructed to meet the present-dey testes end nceds of the
boys of the British Empire," until the end of 1927 when, those boys having
apperently failed to eppreciste all thet had been done for them, the good
old "Green 'Un" feded out quietly by being combined with thet "reelly
live paper," "The Triumph," the lest issue being No. 1385, dated Deccmber
31st, 1927.

Advertise in the C.D,
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Serials from Victorian BO}SA Journals

By John Medcraft

The meny boys' journals of the Victorien era, scathingly termed
Penny Dreadfuls by biesed parents end bigoted schoolmesters who never
deigned to peruse them, conteined o wealth of fine hearty stories re-
flecting & spirit of Britein sturdy end strong. From the first number
of "Boys of Englend" in 1866 for ncerly 40 yeors scores of boys' journals,
many of which enjoyed long runs end immense populerity,werec issued by
Edwin J. Brett, the Emmetts, Charles Fox, Allinghem, Ritchie end other
publishers, and thuse contained meny hundreds of seriel stories set in
almost every clime and period. Through ell ren o strong current of
petriotism, somctimes over cmphesised or thestricel but alweys sincere
es instanced by Brett's "English Jeck amongst the .ifgenss or, the British
Flag - Touch It Who Dere". Robust stories all, forceful in theme and
ection with derk deeds committed end countered and blood flowing freely,
nevertheless, the moral tone wes good and virtuc, in the form of heorty
British leds end winsome leasses, inveriebly triumphed in the end.

Historicel snd ses stories, 21l exuding netional fervour, were prime
favourites with the lads of the period end judging by the correspondence
colums of the verious journals the majority espired to serve their greot
Queen on sea or lend., As befitting & meritime rece the sea was first in
fevour end "Ceptoin Tom Drokes or, Englend's Hearts of Oek" by W. L. Emmet$,
"Midehipman Tomg or, the Cruise of the War Cloud" by G. Emmett, and
"For Honour; or, the Young Priveteer" by Hercourt Burrege, werc of the
type thet pointed sceward. True, these youthful heroes found promction
to the quarter deck surprisingly cesy no metter whether they entered the
service before the mast, es o middy or vie the Black Fleg.

Historicel stories carried Victorien youth on the crest of the weve
of national fervour through 21l the phases end bywsys of Britein's evolu-
tion a8 e greet power, but not elweys, it must be sdmitted, strictly in
accordence with known facts. Vene St. John snd Justyn Lembe wrote some
finc stories of the Middle Ahges with noble apprentices and sweshbuckling
gallants end neferious doings in the old Mint end thet senctuery of
evildoers, Alsetis, now so hormless end law-ebiding. Adventurc stories
set in every country end period werc many,but scheool teles were less
numerous end of o different type to those of the present dey. - Lfter
gchooldays the hero snd his friends would adventure ebroad on a mysterious
quest with the school bullies gredusted as adult opposition. Some of
the most populer storics ren to greet length, "Jack Herkewey", for
exemple, followed up his schooldays ond o spell nt Oxford with adventures
in Itely, Greccec, China, Austrelie, Lmerice end thc South Seas, and wes
followed in turn by = son end grendson, "Ned Nimble", "Relph Rollington",
"Guy Reyner" also followed schooldeys with veried adventures, while
"Tom Wildreke" end "Ching-Ching" both hed sons following in their foot=-
steps. Thig of coursec, was the Victorien equivalent to the Peter Pan
gseriel cherecters of the present dey.

When a populer seriel had run its course in ¢ journel it wes usually
reissued in scperate penny weckly numbers ond, leter, complete in peper-
covered volumcs with picturc wweppers or in the supreme dignity of
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original publisher's cloth. Only e proportion of these seriels were thus
re-issued, meny others scemingly of equel merit end populerity were ig-
nored and cen now only be obteined in volumes of the journels in which they
originelly eppeared. to furnish deteils of 211 thesc scriels would i
the lnnuel several times over, so only » few of the best end most interes—
ting will be enumcrated here,

Pride of plecc must be accorded to the first serisl in No.l of the
pioneer journal "Boys of Englend" written, epproprietely, by its first
editor, Cherles Stevens. This wes "Jack Rushtons or, %lone in the
Pirete's Leir" with the first illustration ceptioned "The pirate emitted
8 deep, fiercc growl" end showing Jeck in the sct of extrecting » pistol
from the belt of o sleeping buccencer. This story wes immortelised by
"Punch" in e humorous drewing of 2 slothful crrend oy oblivious to every-—
thing but the adventurcs of Jeck in the currcnt number of the story.

Vene St.John, » waywerd genius end versestile writer of boys' stories,
but heppicst in those of Irish life, wrote "The Night Guord; or, the
Seeret of the Five Mesks" for the first volume of "Y.oung Men of Grest
Britein" of which he wes for a time editor. Leter he wrote "By the
Queen's Commendy or, the Mystery of the Seventh Strir", "Pet O'Connor's
Schooldeys", ond "The Heedsmen of 014 London Bridge'. The office of
heedsmen under Good Queen Bess appercntly chenged heonds frequently, for
all of the meny romences of this populer period in history nomineted e
different custodien of the Axe.

Jemes Greenwcod, the Lmeteur Cosurl, who pungently denounced the
Penny- Dreedful in his "Scven Curses of London'" end other books on ILondon
life, wes not above writing for them on occesion, and his record for
Brett includes "The Ghost of Peul Pricstly; or, the Mystery of Heggord
Hollow", '"Derk Corners of London" end "Blood Moneys or, » Strenge Secret",
Ceptein Meyne Reid was another well known suthor whose stories eppeered
in the Brett journels end the errly vclumes of "Boys cof Englend" contained
"The White Squew", "The Fetel Cord" ond "The Plenter Pirete". Cherles
Stevens, one of "the best and must prclific writers of full-blooded stories
for boys, left Brett to enter the publishing ficld on his own eccount,
but lacked the essentials necessery for success, ond after the feilurc
of his "Boys Book of Romence", he threw in his lct with the Tmmett brothers
for whom his best stories werc written. A versetilc writer with » fleir
for historicel toles, Stevens excelled in those centred in /fncient Rome
end Greece, one of the very best being "The Scntinel of Pompeii" despite
the fact thet it owed something to ILytton. For the verious Emmett
journels he olso wrote "The Mester of the Lionssy or, the Three Glediators")
"Caredoc the Britcn", "Spartecusj or, the Revolt of the Gladistors", end
"The Young Spertans or, the Heroes of Thermoplee", o11 of which were
reprinted in later journels. Of different periods but equelly good
were "Bonnie Dundeej ‘‘or, the Ceveliers of King Jemes" snd "Paul .velon
the Hugenot Ceptein".

One of Charles Stevens' achievements wes the discovery of Hercourt
Burrege es a writer. Burrage hed come to FPleet Strect with artistic
rether then litcrary hopes, but found 1little scope and less money.
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Discouraged end olmost destitute, he wes on the point of returning home
when Stevens urged him to try his hond at writing With misgivings
Burrege did so, but efter e deley his first cffort was, accepted and from
then onwards never looked beck,

The Emmett brothers (Georgu Emmett, Williem Lewrence FEmmett, Henry C.
Emmett and Robert Eumett were all prolific writers and their stories
naturally oppeered in the journels controlled by the two first nemed., .
George Bmmett, an ex-cavelry officer who hed teken pert in the famous
charge at Balaclave, wrote the Shot and Shell stories of militery stories
comprising "Captein Jack", "The King's Hussars", "For Valour", "Deeth or
Glory", "Kerl the Uhlen" ﬂnd "Shaw the Lifepuarﬂsman". Under the pseudonym
of Silvershot he wrote "Ify Ldvemtures emcngst Preirie Indians", better known
by the reissue titles "Tomehewk and Rifle", "Red Hugh the Beckwoodsmen", end
"Whip the Wind". In an esrlier "Islond School" Gecrge Emmett introduced e
quaint charecter in Crpteoin Cross Jeck, & wooden legged sesmon and his stern
pole. The letter wes e squerc of plenking with o spike ettached to form
a one-legged stool, permenently fixed during weking hours to the ceptain's
posterior for rest end security during rough weather. Although not an
cutstanding story mention mvet be mede of "Tem Merry's Schcooldeys" which
eppeered in the Aldine "British Boys' Peper". . much better yern wes
"The Golden Creeks or, Lost in the Bush'" with Srncho's misedventurcs
amongst the "jiggered kengercos" end sboriginecs as the highlight of humour,
while in o romentic South Sers setting crme "Crusce Jeck, the King of the
Thousand Islands". To bluff Goorge Emmett ell credit for writing the
ploneer of all school stories, "The Boys of Birchem School", which was
followed in "Sons of Britomnnia" by thc olmost clessic "Tom Wildreke's
"Schooldays", both of which preceded the Herkeweys., Althcough he is eredited
with the latter story, George Fmmett wrote only the cerly pert and the
Indien Mutiny sequence, Burrnge who complcted the story sold his share of
the copyright to Emmectt for e mere £5. The sequels, "Young Tom Wildreke's
Schooldeys end adventures" were written entirely by Burrage.

The other three Emmett brothers wrote occesionrlly under their own
nemes, but mere often es W, E. Lewrence, Charlton ond Tirnest Brent.. Their
best stories include "Follow My Leader"; or, Lioncl Wilful's Schuoldnys"
which helped to estoblish the "Boys' Standard" "Green os Gress", "Ffronk
Feerlessy or, the Cruise of the Fircbrend", "Will Dudley; or, the Phontom
Rider of Hounslow Herth", "Dick Deuntless, the Boy Priveteer", and "Deshing
Dukes or, the Mystery of the Red Mask", W. L. Eanett's "Coptain Tom Drake
had an amusing enti-climex,for the death of the herc in the last number
aroused such & storm of protest amongst the subscribers thet the author
resusiteted him in & four-number sequel entitled "Admiral Tom" with a
conventional heppy ending. During the life of the "Buys' World" and "Our
Boys'! Paper" the cditor, H., J. Allinghem,gathered sround him e number of
popular writers, chief of whom were the indefstige®lec Vene St. John end his
cluse friend Welter Viles. Viles, brother of the suthor of "Black Bess",
was on cbullient little man who wrote under the nemes of Brenchley Besumont
end Fronk Mercer stirring stories of English chivelry, including "Warwichs
cr, the Flower of Chivalry", "Megna Charta", and "Horry Hotspurs or, the
Days of Chivalry". In his History of 01d Boys' Journrls, Relph Rollington
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comnents on the incongruity of such ¢ smell ond insignificent men writing
heroic stories. Vene St., John wrote for 11 the prominent boys' journels
of the period enc one of his bést stories was "The Link Boy of 01d London"
‘which introduced Sweeney Todd as o sccondery charecter followed by "Jack
o' the Mint; or, o Hundred Yeesrs Ago'", "Tim Ne'er do Well" and "The Heunted
Schooly or, the Secret of Geyford Menor'", whilc his many Irish stories
included "That Lerry of Ours; or, the Brave Boys of Leitrim", and "Pet o
the Hillsy or, the Wreckcrs of Bantry Bay". Like thc mejority of the
knights of Victorien Fleet Street, he lived cereclessly ond died penniless,
only a whip round emongst his old asscociates saved him from o pauper's
burial.

Percy B, St. John, brother of Vene, is chicfly remembered for his very
worst story, "The Blue Dwerf", o tole of Dick Turpin, but all others are
of & much higher standerd, particularly the Crusoc stories, "Sailor Crusoe",
"Arctic Crusoe", snd "Cennibel Crusoe".

In writing "Relph Rollington's Schooldeys" ~nld the veried sequcls,
H. J MAXlingham crested tne nsme by which he bucrme generslly known in much
the seme way that Chorles Hemilton is known as Fronk Richards. Of his
meny other ‘stories I retc "Peter Podger and Sem Slocum" as the best.

In 1871, Bracebridge Hemyng followed the leed of George Bmmott end
wrote "Jack Harkeway's Schooldeys" which rocketed the circulation of the
"Boys of England", Sequels followed as & metter of course, first "Jack
Herkewey fLfter Schooldoys", then "Herkewey at Oxford" ond "Herkewey .Amongst
the Brigends" . Hemyng then went to U.S,A, ot the invitetion of Fronk
Leslie, for whom he wrote more Herkewny etorics. Left in the lurch, Brett
acted quickly and cerriecd on with further Harkeweay seriels purporting to
be written by Hemyng viz: "Jeck Herkewey ond his Son's Adventures Rtound
the World", "Harkaway in China", "larkeawey in Greece", "Harkaway in
lustralia" end "Boy Tinkcr", finishing with whet Brett blendly termed his
Americen sceries, It is possible that Hemyng did write these serials but,
more probebly, thcy were the work of substitute writers copying his stylo.
The “true ‘fects mzy never be known, for all concerned in the matter have
long eince pessed on and only opinions preveil, Ycerrs loter Hemyng ro-
turned to write the Herkewey the Third series for Brett and followed with
"Jack Jlarkeway in the Trensveal" and "Jack Herkewey's Wer Scouts" for
"Up to Date Boys". The last lerkewsy scriol wes "Jock Herkewey in the
ILife Guerds'" for Newnes "British Boys". Hemyng wrote meny other stories
for Brett end Emmett including the "Ned NMimble" and "Scepegrece" series,
while €11 the Herkaway stories he wrote in America were reprinted in the
Immett journals. His scercest story is "Jeck Horkrweay and the Secret of
Wealth® which sppeered in the "Young Briton", but nct in book form. Therec
ere, however, two scte of proof shcets in existencc, onc held by the
Lmalgemeted Prese ond the other in U.S.Ah.

Although primerily e Henderson writer, George Monville Fenn wrote
occesionally for other journals. end one of the beust wes "Golds or, the
Treasures of Tchutlen" which sppeered in Herrison's "Gentleman's Journal'
end later in book form under the title of "The Golden Megnet"., For this
paper Cherles Stevens wrote "Fing Arthurs or, the Knights of the Ttound Tabl
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and "Zesco the Corseidy or, the Lord of the Golden Island", both fincly
illustrated by W. Boucher.

The meny journols® of Deacre Clerke conterined thoir quotae of seri-ls,
the foremost being "Guy Reyner's Schooldeys" snd sequels, "Met Merchmont's
Schooldeys", and "Venocjy or, the Gladistors of 014 Rome" by J.N.Pentclow
(Jack North). Ae with Rolph Rollington, Decrc Clarke is more generelly
known by thc¢ name of his own crestion -~ Guy Rayner.

Although his identity wes unknown for severrl ycers owing to Brett's
peculiar aversion to reveoling the nemes of his suthors, Justyn Lambe ranked
with the best in Victorian boys' litereture. His many fine historicals
in the Brett journals were immensely populer o»nd only a proportion were ro-
issuce in book form.

A generel favourite was "The Armourer's Sony or, the Mysteries of the
Rower of London'", end then ceme that grend story which eppeered in the
coloured "Boys of the Empire" Vol.I, "The Mester of the Swordy or, the
Brother Apprentices". "The Brevos of Alsatie; or, the Fortunes of
Pelix Ferdinend" told of dering deeds in opposition to Captain White and
his swashbuckling brevos. .nother which told of London in the grip of the
Greet Plegue end the Fire and of Captein Blood's attempt upon the Crown
Jewels wes the popular "Derk Decds of 01¢ Loncdon". Justyn Lembe hed e
big following snd his stories reed well to this dey.

BEdwin Harcourt Burrage, the greatest of the old Victoriam boys'
writers, sterted a long cercer with & poem entitled "John Brown, Ye Modern
Knight" in Emmett's "Young Gentlemen of Britein" of 1869, ~nd ended es e
Councillor of Redhill highly respected by 11 who knew him., His first
gcrial for boys wes "Herry Power the Wanderer; or, over Eerth and See .in
e Balloon" in the "Young Britain'" of the seme yeer, end thereefter ‘his pen
wes kopt busy. In writing "Spengles end Gold", e tale of strolling
players, Burrage initisted o ncw end immensely populer story which wes re-
issued many times in the Emmett #nd leter boys' journels. Then followed
"Regs and Riches", "Cherley end Tim ot Scorum School". "in Oceen of Ice",
"Hoppy Jack the Lover', "The Brave Boy of the Basilisk", and meny other
fine stories for the Bmmett journals, After 2 period of illness he
found himgelf deposed as editor of the "Young Britein" end turned to Fox
who hed just sterted the "Boys' Standerd". It is fitting that Burrage
should commence this essociation with his grectest story, "Hendsome Harry
of the Fighting Belvedere" which introduced to a rept world of boys the
immortel Ching-Ching, Semson the negro end Edderd Cutten the disgruntled
cook. Sequels were ineviteble end "Cheerful Ching-Ching" was successively
followed by "Doring Chin —Ching'", "Wonderful Ching-Ching', and "Young
Ching~Ching". These did not exheust the output of Burrage's busy -pen,
and "Broad Arrow Jeck" on his mission of vengeancc, the "School on the
See" with Beetles end Chops at loggerheads with £11 and sundry, "The
Troublesome Twins" end other great fevourites of their day. A regretteble
fector in most of the Victorien boys' pepers wes the use of inebrirtes end
cripplcs as stock humorous subjects. In his "Ruin of Fleet Street"
Burragc admitted with regret the use of drunkenness os & form of humour
in his own stories, but ommitted eny reference to crivples. Yet he wes
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equally en offender in this respect end went to the extreme limit in "The
School on the Seeo'" with Beetles the old seilor who hed two hooks for srms
ond two wooden legs. Most of the old writers offended similerly, but it
must be remembered thet to the Victorisn drunkenness wrs commonplace ~nd e
not unpleasant vice, while cripples were regrettebly too numerous to excite
much comment or sympethy.

After leaving Fox, Burrage leaunched "Ching-Ching's Own'" for which he
wrote practicelly all the mejor stories, end it is in thie Jjournel that the
modern school end sport story rcelly origineted. Inevitably the road wes

open to further "Ching-Ching" stories end these included the '"Vild Adventure#

of Jem Josser and Eddard Cutton", "Ching-Ching on the Treil" ond "Ching-
Ching Mystery", while Young Ching is introduced into "The Slepcrash Boys"
end "OQur Boys Lbroad". Meny of these seriels were of considereble length
end how Burrege mensged his editoriel duties while writing "Dick Strongbow
the Diemond King" end "Tom Terter ot Home ond Lbroad" is o mystery. His
editorial culumn revealed considerable insight snd knowledge of boyish
cheracter #nd his kindly end helpful edvice proved invelueble to meany on
the threshold of menhcod and is still tre.sured todey. Of "Herdiboy Jrmes;
or, Chums end Cheppies", "Tom Terrybell the Leedcr of Lengton School,

"Phe Veiled Cepteing or, the Hero of Bogle Craig", "The Bengwell Boys',
"Jack of the Golden Belt" end & host of other grend yarns, mony of us still
heve fond memories.

Burrege finished his writing carcer in contrcol of the competition
gcction of the Hermsworth pepers -end it must heve given him considerable
moral setisfaction to sce so meny of his stories reprinted in the "Boys'
Reelm" and other Hermsworth prpers by the very men who mercilessly sleted
the alleged Penny Dreedful in his first editoriel in No.I of the "Boys'
Friend", From memory I recell that "Hendsome Herry'", "Tom Terter",
"Slepcrash Boys", "Jock Jounty" end "Dick Stornewey" wore smongst those
reprinted. So much for the senctimonious Hemilton Tdwerds.

There is & wealth of characterisetion in the Burrege stories end ©ll
who knew them as boys end efter will not readily forgct the greot Ching-
Ching (eber de seme, Chingy) end Edderd Cuttcn the old sufferery Fontenoy
Snicker the illiterate schoolmester, Penny Bun 'md Lob Stockton the prince
of politeness; Von Bunk the importurbable Dutchmon, Wooden Jerry (I cen't
answer questions on my weges ), Debber the fren' o' Nelesing, ond 2 host of
others.

We shall never see thelr like egeoin,

QQO 000 000

b

WANTED: Schoolgirls Own Librarics or
Schoolgirls Owns - featuring Morcove
by Marjoriec Stanton .. " oo .o
Miss V.Coates, of 3%, Blenhcim Flace,

Lebds, 2 o0 o o o o o o EI] oo

14




Thiss Pop ulace Pop ular”

By Eric Foyne

In some ways, the Populer wes the most remerkeble periodicsal which
ever oppeered, meinly beceuse, with few exceptions, the stories which it
conteined were re-prints of ysrns which had previously eppesred in other
publications.

For well over twenty ycers it wes "popular" with the young snd the
not-so=young, end, even though its circulstion may never have been gigantic,
it must have been & profiteble enterprise for the Amalgemeated Press.

THE PENNY POPULLR

It was on Fridey, October 1llth in the yeer 1912, thet the "Penny
Populexr"! first greced the bookstells. It conteined three stories, end
onec cennot but feel, et first sight, thet they made curious bed-fellows.
One con sefely essume that the three stories were of the three most popular
cheracters which the A,P, hendled ot thet time, but thecse three chsoracters
must have appenled to three entirely different clesses of rcaders.

Tom Merry of St. Jim's, Sexton Blake of Beker Street, and Pete, of
Jack, Sem, and Pete feme. Tom llerry obviously ropecaled to the schoolboys
Sexton Bleke woudd eppeel more to youths in their leter teems; I cennot
determine at all to whet cless of reader Jeck, Sem, ond Pete epperled. I
cennot think,however, that the Tcm Merry fems found much to their liking
in Sexton Bleke, or that the detective enthusiasts cered much for the school
stories.

Be that as it may, the policy wes obviously successful, for the Penny
Populer carried on in this style for seversl yeers.

For smy recder who found that his teste included 211 three teles, -
and I doubt if thure were meny, - the Penny Popular offered grand vealue
for money. Printed throughout on green peper, it contained 32 pages, end
ns it carried very fow illustrations or sdvertisements end wes printed in
neet, small, but cesily reedeble type, it presented e wealth of reeding
metter.

In Number One was "Tom Merry - New Boy". Here we have cleer prohof
thet the "Gem" was @ more populer paper than the "Megnet" in 1912, It is
not surprising. In the Gem in 1912 Mr. Hemilton wes writing some of the
fineet Tom Merry stories of his cereer, end the Mrgnet wes ploughing slong
in the wake of the Gem.

In "Tom Merry - New Boy", Tom's form-mester ot Clevering wes Mr.Quelchs
the Ceptein of Clevering was Wingete; endWingete's pel was the prefeot,
North. Mr. Hemilton often dupliceted the nemes of his characters in those
deys, but one cennot but feel that they would have been suitable altered
in "Tom Merry - New Boy" if the Greyfriars following hed been particulerly
lerge.,

Sometimes they used old illustretioms, - often very dated, - in the
pPenny Populer, but Mecdoneld drew e ncw set of illustrations for the
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Tum Merry stories. Though, in 1912, thot fine ortist hed not been illus-
trating the Gem for mony yeers, his work hod bscome irrevocebly associsted
with Tom Merry.

The first Penny Populer cover bore three pictures,- one from eech
story,~ end this policy was followed for & considerrble time. Fditors
were perticularly conservetive with their pepers in those deys, snd it may
heve buen the unchanging style of the pepers which endeared them so to old
readers.

"Tom Merry - New Boy" was & re-print of "Tom Merry's Schooldeys" in
No.3 of the Gem. The Jack, Sem, end Pete story, by S. Clerke Hook, wes
"Tolcano Islend", probebly reprinted from the "Mervel". The Sexton Bleake
yern waes "The Cese. of the Treesure Hunters", end onc essumes that this ceme
from the "Union Jeck". Perheps Mr. Bond, that ruthority on Bleke, can
verify or refute this. :

THE FIRST XM.S NUMBER

No.ll wes something of & Christmac Number, though the
only tele introducing the sesson wes the Sexton Bluke item, c¢alled "The Orde
of Releese".

HoRRY WHARTON ARRIVES

Unheralded and unennounced, 2 new seriel started on
pege 30 of Number 18. This wes "Herry herton's Schooldeys". It was e
serielised version of the first story in the Megnet. This ended in No.23,°
and Harry Wharton deperted.

POPLETS

With No.31, & competition called "Poplets" started. Thouwsh the
prizes were very small by present stendards, this competition wes spperently
populer, for it ren, off end on, for 2 long time in the peper.

.+ CURIOUS COVER

No.34 carried its thrcee-picture cover on the last page.
On the front wes a re-production of Ilmswers 25th birthdey Number, published
on June Tth 1913.

WHERE IS HE NOW?

In No.36 wes published the rceult of the 1lst Poplets
Competition. The winner of the first prize of 20/- wes J.E.Jones, of
37 Stenwell Road, Penerth, ncor Cordiff, I wonder if he is still living,
end what he thought of the Penny Popular,

NUMBER FIFTY

With No.,50 the style end meke-up of the Penny Populer hed
not chenged in the smellest deteil. Thore were still 32 green nages,
with the three-picture cover. In this issue the Sexton Bleke story
"Hunter end Hunted Too" was placed first in the paper. The Tom Merry tele
"The Bogus Eleven", come second, end third was "A Leep for Life", the Jack,
Sem, end Pete tole.

XMiS 1913

This yeer, Christmas wes not obscrved st all in this unique
peper., Tom Merry, in fect, was ewey et see, with St.Jim's eflost on the
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S.5.,Condor. Actuelly, this wes a summer series, but they never bothered
obout sessons in those esrly Penny Populers.

COVER CH.NGE

With No.T71l ceme the first slight chengc in the Pop. The three-
picture cover wes dropped from now on. No.71 had o full-nage illustration
by Macdonald, showing Gussy wotrking a diving apperetus, in his efforts to
sclvege the wrecked "Condor".

BuTWEEN OURSELVES

In No.72, for the first vime, the Editor hel o -chat
column, under the heading "Between Ourselves". He Arew, therein, attention
to the cover innovetion, ond mentioned thetHarry Lome had drewn that week's
full-page illustration to the Sexton Bloke story.  From this time on, for
some considerable time, Macdoneld drew o1l the covers, alterneting Tom
Merry with Sexton Bleke. No0.99, however, had the reproduction of en old
Gem illustration, drewn, I believe, by J.A.Cummings.

THE WAR

No.101, published Scptember 11th 1914, hed on the cover a pictur&
of Sexton Blake face to face with the Keiser. The story wes "The Imperiel
Spy'", which seemed up~to-the-minute, »ut wes probably sn old Bleke story
adepted. ‘

And now the number of pages wes reduced to 28, and the covers
were frequently wer pictures, drawn by our old friend Chepman. But, with
No.114, the pages were increesed to 32.

THREE YIRS OLD

No.156, October 1lst 1915, bore the heading "Three ycers old
to-day,~ and still the best complete story book". It still hed 32 nages,
an] the three complete stories. DBut the Editor, in "Between Ourselves",
stoted that his peper's circulstion sometimes geve ceuse for "greve elerm".
He commented "It is high time that our circulation leeped sheed." ' 'hich
looked ominous for the existing policy.

With No.207, the number of pages dropped to 24. But Sexton
Blake, Tom Merry, end Pete cerried on until No.221.

CHANGE OF POLICY

With No.222, Greyfriers ceme into the picture. To celebrate
the chenge, @ Presentation Ploate "The Chums of Greyfriars" was given awey
free. And it was Sexton Blake who fell by the wey. No.222 contoined "The
Meking of Harry Whorton" . the first telc in the Magnet, end the onc which
had been serielised so cesually in the Pop, three ycers before. In this
issue was "With Pick end Lemp", a Pete story, end the Tom Merry tale was
"Tom Merry's Cinema", ‘nd each story now cerried the old end origineal
illustrations.

With No.227, the number of pages wes reduced to 20,
JIMMY JOINS UP

With No.2%6 it was ennounced that "On Friday next Jimmy
Silver & Co of Rookwood will meke their eppearsnce in the Penny Popular'',
So, with No.236, Jock, Sem, & Pete seid good-bye for ever to the Populer.
Their final tale wes entitled "Pete's Motor Bike".
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No.237 bore the ennouncement on the cover "The ill-School
Story Peperl" - For som: unknown reeson the Rookwood series did not begin
with the first Jimmy Silver story, ‘but with & rather feceble yarn colled
"The Rookwood Wexworks',

A STHLNGE COVER

hnd so the Populrr -continued with St.Jim's, Greyfrinrs,
end Rookwood. For 'seversl months the covers elternated with re-prints of
0ld Gem end Megnet illustretions.
But the cover of No.267 wes extremely unususl. It purported
tc illustrete the Rookwoyod story "The Terrible Thomes", =nd reoresented e
~bedreggled Smythe reising his topper to Dr.Chisholm. = But that picture
hed eppeered.in "PLUCK" in 1906, illustreting en entirely different tale,
. long before Rouokwood was thought of. Why it was used, eleven yeors later,
to illustrete e trle in the Populeor is & mystery. : :

CHRISTMAS 1917

No.269 was the first reel Christmas Number of the Penny
Populer, end the only Double Number in the history of the peper. The Pop
wee now printed on rather pcor quality paper throughout, &nd the cover
ghowed Billy Bunter gezing et o ghostly Christmes pulding. | The issue con-
gigted of 32 peges, ccst 2d, end contrined "Billy Bunter's Christmes Dreem's
"Christmes &t Cliveden", ¢ story of Cliveden School, by Cherles Hamiltons
YThe Ghost of St,Jim's", on o0ld Gem Christmes story which shored with one
other St.Jim's tole the .distinction of being the story most often re-printed
emd finelly e Rookwood tele "Snowed Up". It was » tip-top Christmes Numbex

THL, END OF THE BEGINNING
With the following issue, No.271, the Pop wes

reduced to 16 pF{O», and the print wes so smell thet ,yp-stroin wes ine i

evitobles

4 In 286 it was ennounced théat, cwing t6 the péper
shortago the Penny Populer would be incorporsted with "The 'Boys! Friend",
but thet when conditions improved, it w-uld eppesr r~gein. :So,!on March
29th 1918, five end e half yeers efter its initiel sppestrence, the Pop
diseppeered until hoppier days.

NEW SERIES
Lcss then. » ycor leter,- on Fridey, Jonuary 24th 1919, the
"Penny Populer" wos: back on the stells. In oppetrence snd lay-out it wes
- exectly thc seme es when it hed tumpurorlly rotired. = The name was still
"penny Popular", though the price was now: 14d . No.l,; New.Beries, had #
cover picture shiwing Bunter with his postel-order,- #n old Megnet illustro-
tion by Arthur Clarke. The psges numbered 16, -~nd the print wees still fer
too small, The opening yarns were "Billy Bunter's Poutnl-Orﬂor"° "The'
Rivels of Rookwood"; end "D'Arey's Delusions e
With Number 1 weas given e "Megnificent Art Plete of Billy
Bunter", by Chepmen. With No.2 come e free Art Plote of Gussy, by
Macdonald, o

THE SUBS TuKE OVIR

One con ossume thnt the rcsurrected Pop wesg not t00
successful, for in No.l7, New Series, it wes onnounced thet from hence-
forth the pepcr would contein THREE ENTIKELY ORIGIN.L Stories of the three
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femous 8chcols., They did!  And they proved to be completely feeble
efforte from "sub" writers. [ long end boring series of Greyfricrs stories
told of how the chums toured the counties playing cricket. With No.32 a
character nemed Dennis Cerr mede his appesrence ot Greyfrisrs. He played
the lead in these "Pop" Greyfriers stories for severnl months and he even
beceme Centein of the Remove. By the time No.52 wrs resched, eerly in
1920, the "POP" hed increesed to 20 peages. Dennis Cerr still led the chums
of Greyfriers, but Tom Merry now left the peoer, ond he wes repleced by @
serial "Mick of the Movies". With two sub stories of Greyfriars end Rook-
wood respectively plus o seriel, the "Pon" progremme ot this time would

not scem to have been very attrective.

A CH.ANGE OF NLVE

With No.84, New Series, the Penny dropped from the title,
end the paper beceme "The Populer', By this time, the eerly adventure
Rookwood sturies hed returned, but thc new Greyfriors teles still continued,
with Dennis Corr in the leed. This No.84 conteined o new serinl "The Sword
of ‘the Temples" by Edmund Burtons the Greyfriers story wee '"Dennis Cerr's
Compect"s = second seriecl wes "The Exploits of Ferrers Locke, Detective"
by Meurice Evererd; a third scriel "Fighting for Feme", being the life
story of film ster Eddie Polos the Rookwood re-print wes entitled "Tommy
Dadd's Misteke'. Altogether, not & very attractive bill of fore.

RETURN OF THE E'RLY GRLYFRI RS Y.RNS

No.101 conteined "Christmes -2t Bunter
Court", the lest of the new Greyfriers stories feesturing Dennis Cerr., The
old Greyfriers yerns were back in 102, the opening story being "The Head's
, Secret", the story which toldof the finding of the Heed's deughter, Rosie
Locke,

BILLY BUNTER'S WiIEKLY

With No.107. "Billy Bunter's 7/eekly" mode its initial
appearence,  This new supplement wes to run, off »nd on, for some yeors
in the Popular. Though it reclly bore little reseablence to sny genuine
school megezine, Bunter's Weekly had e dcfinite cherm of its own, end it
certainly made the Populer progremme more ettractive. Populer No,109 had o
famous cover, teken from an eerly Megnet, showing Bob Cherry holding his red
scarf over the railwey signel to seve @& trein from creshing into the car of
Mr. Vernon Smith. By now, the Pop wes ssesuming the form which wes hereld-
ing the heyday of the paper. The mess of sericls had been dropped and this
issue contained "Seving the Heed", en errly Greyfrisrs yarng "The Coloninl
Co in Trouble", on esarly Rookwood yern; Billy Bunter's Weekly Sunplements
a Ferrers Locke serisl "A Merked Men''; end » gellery columm of the main
characters, this particuler week's deeling with Jimmy Silver. The old
Poplets competition returned, too.

CHRISTM..S 1921

The Christmas Number of thot ycar found the Popular continu-
ing with this policy. This issue contained o Christmaes story of the Rook-
wood chums "The Traitor Guest"; "Coker's Short Reign", 2 re-issue of Coker
as Captein of the Schooly the Grand Christmos Number of "Billy Bunter's
Weekly'"s an instelment of "The Invisible Reider™, » Ferrers Lord scricl by
Sidney Drew, ond the 47th edition of the new Poplets competition,
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L BIG CHLNGE

No.161, New Scries, merked o new ond prosperous phese in
the life of the Populer. The veper wes incressed to 28 pages, "nd the
price beceme 2d. For o number of weeks, freec coloured art plates of Reil-
way Engines were given ewey. Let us hove e pecp ot the programme in this
Populer Nc.161l, in its new enlerged form, The Frenk Richards' Schooldeys
at Ceder Creek stories now started, re-printed from "The Boys' Fricnd",
For some reeson the first story wes omitted, end the Populer started with
whet was reelly the second story of the series, ""/cstward Bound". The
Greyfriers story wes "Vernon-Smith Decleres Ter', the opening of the femous
0ld series in which the Bounder coused 11 the Fomous Five to be expelled,
one after the other. Tom Merry was beck, described es the most populer
schoolboy in the world. The story weg"The St.Jim's Luto-Suygesters', the
first of & very poor series of St.Jim's teles by heck writers. These new
St.Jim's tales compered very unfavoursbly with the excellent re-printe of
the other two schcols. "Billy Bunter's Weekly" still occupied the centre
pages. . "Holding the Fort" wes the Rookwood story of sn early rebellion
at the femous school. There wes ¢ peinting competition, in which reeders
were invited to point Mornington's fency waistcont. The ettractive now
progremme wes completed by e nuw Sidney Drew seriel "Gen Wegs's Island",
So, one imagines, the Pop cerried on, with ever-incressing circuletion.

In No.179 eppeered the world-femous old story "Bob Cherry's Barring Out",
end the Pop cerried the well-kncwn picture from the old Magnet cover.

ANOTHER CHRISTMAS

The Christmas Number of 1922 hed little, if ony, Yuletide
flavour. The progremme was still re-prints of Groyfriers, Rookwood, snd
Ceder Creek, and £ new heck-written St.Jim's story, nlus Bunter's Teekly.
The seriel wes now "The Rivel Sportsmen" by Victor Nulson. None of the
stories hed & Christmes setting.

; With No.207, end for severesl wecks efter, glossy photo-
grephs of "Frmous Sportsmen" were given awey.

THE OLD-TIVE SERTALS

For & long time, the Populer presented scrials in old-
time settings. The first of these, "Stand end Diliver" by Devid Goodwin,
sterted with No.212. This wes followed by "The Outlew King" by Morton Pikd
which commenced with No.223, After this came "The League of Seven'", also
by Morton Pike, sterting in No.234. Then c#me "Morgen o' the Main" by
JR.Stemmer, sterting in 249.

THE GHOST STORY AG.LIN

From No.161, when the "Tupenny" Populer hod sterted
until No.255 there wes no chenged ot oll in the policy of the paper. But
with No.256 the hack stories of St.Jim's hed ended nnd the re-prints begen
agein, The first one wes no other then thet femous Christmes yern "The
Ghost of St.Jim's" which hed buen re-printed before in the Populer Christmesg
Nosof 1907 This time it wes ectuelly divided into three separatc stories
for three consecutive wecks, The titlee were "The White Monk of St.Jim's",
"Mr. Selby's Mysterious Guest" and "The St.Jim's Ghost Hunters".

CHRISTM.S 1923

Inother Christmes Number found the Populer much more
Christmessy. "The Night Rider'" by Morton Pike was now the old-time serial
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The St.Jim's story wes the onec last nemed in the previous paragrenh.
Rookwood geve "The Phentom Abbot"., Billy Bunter's "eekly was replcte
with snow, holly, end Christmos puddings. The Greyfriars tale was not
gecasonable - "Down in the Depths", o Vernon-Smith yorn. The Ceder Creek
talc, "Chunky, the Spoofer", was #lso out of sesson. Still, it wes &
first-rete Christmas issue, 211 told.

ANOTHER CHANGE

With No.,271, the covers wure ettractively printed in blue
insteed of bleck ink, snd for e comsiderable time the Populer wes distinc-
tive with its bluc end white covers.

No.272 hed an ettractive picture on the front, drewn by
Macdonald, to illustrate the re-printing of the femous St.Jim's teale of
"The Mysterious X". This story which had occupied two issues of the Gem
about 1912, was extended to three stories for the Populer,

AND SO ON

When the 300th number, new series, was reeched, the megnificent
progremme was unchanged, end one cen egsume that the Pop wes in its heyday.
With No,305, @ Hobby Supplement wes intrcduced, end this eppeared alter-
nately now with Billy Bunter's Weekly, though it is probeble thet most
readers preferred the Weekly. '

CHRISTMAS 1924

Once agoin the Rookwcod title weas "The Phentom Libwot", -
though it was o differcnt abbot this time, Abbots were well sprinkled
over the Ruokwood years, I fency. "Coker's Infetuation" told of Coker in
» love. The Hobby Supplement wes in the centre of the paper. "\ Christmas
Adventure" was the re-print of a hack-written Talbot tale. The Beckwoods
tele was "The Ceder Creek Treasure-hunt'", cnd the old-time seriel was now
"Dick o' the Highwey" by Devid Goodwin.

So 1924 pessed on its way, with no chenge in the general
progremme of the peper, though the publishing day wes now Tuesdey instead
of Friday.

In pessing, the Rookwood story in No.360 was once more
entitled "The Phentom Abbot" for the third yeer in succession.  Somebody
seemed to be lecking in imaginetion.

CHRISTMAS AGAIN

In No.361, the Christmas Number for 1925, good-bye wes said
to the Ceder Creek stories., As o Christmes Number, this issue wasn't!
ith Nc,362 o series of Rubin Hood teles commenced. They were probebly
re-prints, though where they crme from I cemnot say. In 366 a David
Goodwin story commenced its run, "The Schoolboy Mill-owners".
RED, WHITE, end BLUE

With the edvent of the red, white, and blue cover,-

and very attrective it wes,- in No0.391, yet another stenping-stonc wes
reached in Pcpular history. This issue was published on July 24th 1926,
and the first of a set ¢f cut-out figures of cricketers wes presented. The
sturies were "A Cell for Help", the re-print of the first of those very fer4
fetched Levison-Dirk Power yarns; then came "Peter Todd's Peril"s the
serial, under the neme of cricketer Petsy Henzren, was "The Test Metch Kid"j
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P. St. Mers gave 2 fine neture tele: "Lovell's Business Deel" wes well up

to the usual Rookwood stenderds the Robin Hood yarn was "Sir Brien's Cartel!
end the progremmc wes completed with en erticle on "Bowling". A fine summez
nunber .

ROUND THE YULE-LOG

This wes the title of the Editor's Chet in the Christmes
Number for 1926. This hesding wes reminiscent of the old Dreadnought. Cen
you guess the title of the Rookwood tole in this issue? After "The Phantom
Abbot" for three years running, they now geve us "The Phentom Prior'". That
e burst of originelity! G.E.Rochester's scrial "The Freak of St.Freda's"
weeg now going strong. "Herry Wharton's Triumph" took place at the home of
Kerr of St.Jim'sy F. St.Mers' neture tele wes '"The Greet White Terror", the
story of a poler beers '"The House of Peril" was Eastwood House, with Wildrak
in the leads the Robin Hood yern wes "Normen egeinst Sexon'. I wondcr who
wrote these old-time masterpieces.

SEXTON BL.KE'S HLTURN

Now, efter & lepse of 12 yeers, Sexton Blake returned
to the Popular, replacing the Robin Hood serics, The first story "The
Helderstone Peerls" appeared in No.434, end as Tinker did not appeer in the
series, they were, presumably, very old yerns. At this time, the very long
series of Rookwood in the Wild West was going strong.

CHRISTIMAS 1927
Le usuel, with the Popular, the Christmas Number was not

particularly seasonable. The ghostly prior wes once more in evidence in
the Rookwood story, though the title this year was "Texas Lick's Ghost Hunt'y
"Cardew, the Guod Semariten" hed no Yule-tide flavoury Ferrers Locke and A
Jack Dreke, re-printed from the Boys' Ilcreld, hed repleced Sexton Bloke, and
were '"Dogged by Danger'; Billy Bunter wes king of the Cennibsls on the
Congo, ond a serisl by Morton Pike, "Two Swords for Cromwell", completed thip
rether unsessonsble fere,

THE RIO KID

ind now, in No.469, @& brand ncw character joined the Popular,-
one of the few originel ettrections in the Pop's 20 odd years, The Rio Kid!
This series, which ren for e long time, was specielly written for the Popular,
by Charles Hemilton, under his new pen-name Relph Redway.  Nothing botter
ever gppeered in the Populer or in any other paper for thet metter. The
Rio Kid stories were grand., Completely convinecing, geographically correct
to the last detell, originel in plot, and full of thrills, these Wild West
tales had unforgetteble cherm., I hope, one day, to persuede the Tditor of
the C.D, to allow me to completely '"cover" this superb character. Tor
several ycers "The Rio Kid" rode the renges in thc good 0ld Pop.
ST . FRANK'S

In No.489, the St.Frenk's stories joined the Popular programme,
replacing the Ferrers Locke stories.
CHRISTMAS 1928

The 1928 Christmas Number was moderately seasonable,

"Lovell's Christmas Adventure'" wes the Rookwood offering. "The Downward
Peth" feetured Rushden of St.Jim's, but it hed no Christmes setting.
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"The Ric Xid's Christmes" found the Kid in the-snows of the Huecas,- ¢
tip-top Christmoe story. "Tevison's Enemy" was the Greyfriars tele.
"Saved by his Chum" wes the St. Froaok's adventure.
ST, IMRANK'S DEPARTS

St. Frank's fell from the Popular stege in No, 542,
and their plece was token by a series of teles of the Pacific, featuring
the Four Adventurers,led by Dick Polruen. This series ren until No.567.

CHitISTMLS 1929

The Christmes Nc. of 1929 wes Ho. 568. It contained a one-
week old-time tele entitled "“Chempion of the hrena"s; "Lovell Gets thot
Christmes Feeling"; "The Greyfriars Cevelier'"; the pick of. the bunch was
a delightful Rio Kid story "The Treil in the Snow"s; eond 2 St. Jim's tale
"Catching a Terter". With this story, St. Jim's dropped from the Popular
picture for the last time.

FERRERS LOCKL AGLIN

In the next issue, Perrers Locke was beck in extre=long
detective stories. Though he had, in suppcrt, Greyfriers, Rookwood, and
the inimiteble Itio Kid, the Popular seemed t¢ have lost something with the
deperture of Tum Merry.

THE BEGINNING OF TIL. END

Though there were still meny months of life before
the Populer in April 1930, one sensed somehow that oll was no longer well
with the old peper. There wes o lack of consistency in the progrommes
presented, the ley-out lacked its old charm, and even the illustrations
»lacked quality. It is my opinion thet obout this time the Populer prssed
under new editorship.

In N0.585 a series of Celeroft tales begen,~ an
0ld series written long before by Sidney Drew. For » time these stories
ron intermittently with the Rookwood teles, C.mic strips were introduced,
and en unfunny page by Willie Wengle, the Schuolboy Wizerd. Even the
gditor Becemc facetious in e page heeded "A Chinweyg with your Lditor".

EXIT THE KID

With the deperture of the Rio Kid in No.587, the gloxry
deperted from Isreel with & wengeence. "/ith No.588 & series of scouting
stories ¢f the Popoleki Petrol commenced, end, though these were . early
stcries by Charles Hemilton, they feiled to ring the bell in this less
popular Popular.

THE KID'S RETURN

In Nu.600, the Riuv Kid wes beck in e further new scries,
probebly a2g a result of popular demond. In thot issue o motor-racing serie
by Alfred Edger commenced. Bunter wes there in thet feamous Bunter Court
geries. [ind lo, and behold, the o0ld Cedoxr Creek series wes re-started.
Rookwood was on the bill, too. The editor wes trying to revive the old
peper, but it wes o losing Bettle. In No.612 the Rio id said good-bye
to the Popular for the lest time. (Years leter, thet grand character
appeered in & series in the Modern Boy, though the stories were not of the
seme high quality as those which had eppesred in the Populer).
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CLOSING WEEKS

The Populer wes deed, but for e few weeks it would not lie
down. No.613 conteined e hotch-potch of short stories, end only R.okwood
remeined of the bright Hrogremme of yester yeer.

The Greyfriers chums returned to support Rookwood with No.621
ond o Greyfriars yern celled "Poor Old Mossoo" ren as o scriel for severel
consecutive weeks. Puor old Popular!

THE END

It wes notsurprise when, in No.628, doted Februery 7th 1931, it
wes ennounced thet the Populer wes to be re-nemed the Renger. It wes
obvious to everybody thet the Poo wes clousing down snd the Renger wes to
toke its plece. Of the old fevourites, only Greyfriers end Rookwood were
with it et the finish. In its old oge, the Popular wes completely onfeeble
ond few could have cered when it disoppesred from the stells, T wonder
how meny of the old supporters sew it through to the bitter end.

The most emezing thing in the Populer history wes its rapid
detericration. In e few short months it cheanged from o populer periodicel
to o third-rete elso-ren. It is sed to think thet e peper which clearly
had & wonderful history should have feded out. But we who remember the
hey-dey of the grond old Pupuler will rlweys reserve for it one of -the
goftest spots in our sentimentol hesrts.

THE CL.UDE DUV L LIBRARY

Notes: - 48 issues only. (1st 4 Hos.
Cherlton Lee orobably wrote all the stories.

1, 4.10.1902. The Sword of Vengeence, or How Claude Duvel and Prince Rupert
buceme Fricends.

2, " " v Strike for the King, or The Black Masked Ceavalier.

3w n W In the Treck of Deeth, or Cleude Duvel's Fight for the
Royel Stenderd.

4 " % " The Fell of the ixe, or Cleude 'uvel tekes to the King's
Highwey .

5, Sentenced to Death, or The Mystery of the hrched-Roof Tungeon.
6, The Armed Men of Alsetie, or Under the Young 1ing's Benncr.

7, The House of Mystery or The Story of & Hidden Treasure that Came to Light
8, Lt the Point of the Sword, or Face to Face with Colonel Blcod.
"9, The Doom of a Spy, or The Fugitive of Bestwick Grenge.

10, 4 widnight Crime, or Ln Fye for en Eye end a Tooth for & Tooth.,

11, In the Nick of Time, or In thc Shadow of Death.

12, The Justice of Revenge, or Judge Jeffreys in & Trep.

1%, Three Fighting Heroes, or Uneesy ILics the Head th-t eers @ Crovm,

14 - In the Midnight Hcur, or The Victim of & Bose Conspirecy.

15, A Ruthkess Foe, or Cleude Duval in the Toils of His Enemies.”

16, Left to His Fate, or i fight lgeinst Feorful 0Odds. 17, The Black Death
or . Story of the Plegue. 18, Heunted Treesure, or How Claude Nuvel Braved
Terrible Dengers. 19, Ceught and Caged, or Claude Yuval's Desperate
Txtremity., 20, Kidnepping & King, or Alsetis to the Rescue. 21, The Scarlq
Shoe, or Claude Duvel's Dive. 22, The Emersrld Sneke, or In Rochester's
Grip. 23, The Woir of Teath, or The Doom of the Yolf.
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Acrivals of St. Jims

By Leonerd Packmen

(With thenks to John Shaw to whom I am indebted for
supplying much of the "key" date.)

(NOTE, In compiling the following, it is to We essumed thet 211 the other
Central Cheracters ot St.Jim's were elreedy at the school from the dete of
its inception. Charecters whe "errived" ot St.Jim's for but one or two
issues of the Gem Librery end wcre, therefore, not permenently resident at
the school, ere not included.
Cheracter Originel No., & Title Reprint No., & Title
Tom lierry e
Herry Manmers (3 scrlls) i
lonty Towthor ) 11, Tom Merry ot St.Jim's, 1224 . Goodbye Clavering -~

L Hullo St.Jim's,
(The "Terrible Three", lote of Clavering College, errived .together.)
Welly D'Lrcy 364(new serics) "D'Lrcy Minor"  1267,"The Fighting Fag".
(Third—Former. Gots out of scrapes o8 quickly os he fells in them. )
Buck Finn 51,"The Regging of Buck Finn" 1502,"The Cowboy of St.Jim's,
(Limoricen. Arrogent et first but soon climbed down., )
Clifton Dene 57 »"The Feud of the Fourth! Not reprinted.
(cenodien, Full of life ond fun.)
Bernard Glyn. 64,"The St.Jim's Inventor" 1309, "The Schoolboy Inventor
(A TLiverpool Led snd an inventive genius,
Herry Noble 69,"% Son of the Empire" 1312,"The Coming of Kengeroo"
(Lustrrlirm. A splendid sportsmen.)
Jerrold Tumley-Lumley 129,". Renk Outsider" 1367,"The Buy Who Couldn't

Be Sacked"
(Lmerican. Once known s the "Outsider" but now completely reformed.)
Ernest Levison 142 ,"The New Boy's Secret" 1386,"Th: Boy "Tho Ceme Beck"
(Formerly ot Greyfriers. 4 cod for meny years but, thanks to the influence of
Levison Minor end Telbot, now one of the very best.)
Joe Frayne 154,"Tom Merry's Return to St.Jim's". 1351,"The Boy from the
Underworld"

(Formerly o street sreb. A simple snd effectionate-natured Third-Former. )
ﬁgcfrhzéfezgceg 211,"The New Firm at 1405,"The New Firm of
L St ,.Jimts! St.Jim's"
Leslic Owen )
(Three scholarship boys. Populsr New House cheracters. )
Koumi Rao 297,". Disgrece to His House" 1463,"The Boy from the Ecst'
(Indien. . fine chess player. Would go throush firc snd water for ¢.Figgins.)
Herry Hommond 304 ,"The Cockncy Schoolboy" - 1459," L Cockney at St.Jim's,"

(Shunned et first on account of his eccent, but soon firmly esteblished,)
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Micky Mulvaney 512 y"Moking- Things Hum' 1496 ,"Wicky Mokes Things Hum"
(Irish, Third-Former. Mischiecvous "8 monkey o )

Regineld Talbot Originelly errived in 334 "The Toff" (1489 "Thc Coming of
phe Toff") and left in 337 "The Parting of the ays" (1492 "The Toff »t the
Cross Ruads). Returned permomently in 351 "The King's Pordon", reprinted o
1515 "The neturn of the Foff".

(Formerly o crecksmen and now completely rcformed. Great friend of Tom MCrr%
snd Nurse Merie Rivers.)

George L.Grundy 379,"Grundy of the Shell" 1533,"The Tough Guy of
the Shell"

(Irte of Redcliffe School. Pugnocious but harmless. )

Giscomo Conterini 387,"Tom Merry & Co's Ally" Not reprinted.
(Itrlien. Signelised his errivrl by threshing Buck Finn.)

Dick Julicn 394 ,"The Jew of St.Jim's" 1542,"The Jew of St.Jim's"

(Jowish, & splendid fellew in every wey.)

Beagloy Trimble 414,"The Bounder of St.Jim's" 1558,"Trimble the Twigtexr"

(Lverything thet is despiceble.)

Reggie Menners 421 ,"Monners Minor! ; 1563,"The Ragging of Reggle".

(Crused much trouble to his mejor, Herry Memncrs of the Shell.)

Aubrey Racke 440 ,"Moneybrgs Minor" 1570,"Moneybegs Minor"

(One of the shedy set. A4 rerl cod.)

Sidnegy Clive A46,"Kildere's fnemy" 1572 ,"The Boy from Suutﬂ
Africe"

(south Africen. Greect chum ~nd study-mate of Cerdew ond Levison. )

Frenk Levison 451 ,"Levison Minor" 1597 ," Levison Minor"
(i finc cherecter who was largely instrunentel in bringing b out the
reformetion of his brother, Ernest Levison.)

Relph Reckness Cordew 375,"Cerdew of the Fourth" 1604,":. Ciol Customer!
(One of the fincst examples of Mortin Clifford's delineetion of cherecter.)

Dick Roylonce 518,"Manners Vendette! 1615.,"The Boy from New

Zeoland"
(New Zeelender., On arrivel hed o feud with Herry Menners but now one of
nis best friends.)

Kit Wildreke 677,"The Boy. from the ¥ild West" Not reprinted.
(Featured quite o lot ot one time.)

Victor Reilton,M... #¢ series No.ll. Sce above.
TLate Head of Clevering College. Now s Housemaster ot St.Jim's.)

Nurse Merie Rivers 361,"The Coll of the Past! 1548,"The Toff's Derkest Hour"
(Doughter of & now reformed crocksmen. Originelly sent to St.Jim's to
pssist her fether in robbing the school. Thenks to T:rlbot, now completely
rcformed end o permenent nurse ot the school. A greot fevourite.)

Ethel Clevelend  1d series No.20 "Ton Merry's Dey Out" 1232,"The St.Jim's
Spued Ceps"

(Cousin of h.a.D'ircy. In the criginel story her nome wes Ithel Meynard.

The neme wos actuelly changed in New Series No.2,"iiiss Priscilla's isgion,"

reprinted es 1258 "Priscille the Poiggmrker".)
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Artists Whos Who

Compiled by Herbert Leckenby

Lver since we published the"Author's “ho's "Tho" two ycers ago we heve
had requests for o similer one on the artists. W& heve becn enxious to
comply, but there have becn difficulties. Uditors seldom telked ebout the
srtists like they did ebout the esuthors. This scemed unfeir, for the men
of the pencil pleyed ho unimporteant part in the success of the stories.
Fency the St.Jim's ond Greyfriers stories if you hed only had e mentel
picture of D'Arcy or Billy Bunter!

Ls e result of this iron curtein, informetion sbout the ertists,
especielly personel details is very meegre. However, thenks to the velued
help of severel members of the clen, especielly Herry Dowler,and Peerd
Sutherlend of Vencouver, I hove menaged to compilc what I think will prove
quitc o useful feature. I have 2lso "cribbed" shemelessly from an article
John Medcreft wrote for the S.P.C., No.14.

48 I could hardly drew @ stresight line when I wes at school I did not
feol qualificd to criticise from a technicel engle, but confined myself to
an eccount of the ertists' verious activities. I think that is whet the
mejority of our members reelly went, Some names hove been omitted because
although their work appesred regulerly, there is nothing outstending one
cen seize upon to say about them.

ABLEY, JOS:PH  (Born 1889, in .msterdem, Hollend) -— The men who turned
in » solo art job for TOM MERRY'S (NNUAL in 1949, snd who illustrated the
.third of thce new Tom Merry books, was brought to lingland from his netive
Holl:nd et the ege of three. H: hes done srt work for the deily press,

and hes exhibited at the hoysl .cedemy. Durin:s the leter ycers of CHUMS he
desiizned feeturc pages for that publicetion, s well es doing some of the

story illustrations,

BuuNETT, FulD (Burn 1877, in London) —— Fred Bennett's boyhcood smbition
wes to become e butcher. Insterd he sterted working in e lewyer's office.
He begean drawin. for e living in 1897. For ¢ lengthy period he was on

the ert stoff of the .melgemeted Press, and there were very few of that
firm's numcrous beys' publicetions in which his work did not eppear ot some
time or other. He illustreted Coptein Frenk Shew's first serinl for
CHUMS, "The Peril .f the Motherlsnd," in 1908, ond wes ¢ reguler contributor
to CHUMS theresfter. He also drew extensively for The SCOUT, and was the
officisl ~rtist at the 1929: Boy Scouts' World Jemboree. His pictures were
remerkeble for the enimation depicted — the figures frirly flew through
the eir —— ond in th. exeggersted cction of the humorous drewing, he wes

et his best.

BOVLES, We M. (%.MB.) - Derly worlk cppeered in "Sons of Britennin, 1877.
For over thirty ycers he illustroted® for Fox's end other Victorien boys'
papers, later on AP, publicetions, Peorsons, etc. Did a lot of work
for "Femous Crimes", signing himself "Cyclops'.

Bit.UN, FRITZ. Diel sbout 1921 -- Ldwceted Liverpool Fich School 2nd School
of Lirt in that city: 1leter became o student 2t South Kensington School of

art, Did @ good deal of work for the A.P., but is Beat remembered for his
assucieations with the Hendersons's pubilcatlons esnecially his covers for
their Wild West Library. 27




BRISCOE, “RNLST LDW&RD (Born 1882) -- Illustretor »nd weter-cclour printer,
ixhibited R.I., end R... For ycors wes busily employed on ..P. boys' pepers
Scemed to be specielly chosen for sports stories, frotbrll in perticuler.
Must hove done hundreds for the Boys' Reelm nlone. \lso illustreted 2 few
of the Gem 8t. Jim's stories, but thcre he seemed ¢ poor substitute for

R. J. Mecdonald. In the opinion of meny his best work was not in story
illustreting at 11, but =2 series of femous public schools he 4id for the
Nelson Lee Librery. Thuse were superb,

BROOKES, Kenneth, ——~ For 2 long time he was the Nelson Lee St,Frenk's
artist. ‘He elsc id e lot of work for the Gem end es in the cese of
Arthur Clarke C. H. Chapman in the Megnet, Brookes wes evidently told to
copy R. J. Mecdoneld., At first glence one cennot tell the difference.
Like Fric Perker (mentioned lrter), he sttended a mceting of the Lundon
0lcd Boys Book Club in June 1949.

BROWNE, GOLDON (Burn 1858, ot Brnstesrd, Surrey) -— Scn of Hrblot K. Browne
(the celobrrted "Phiz" of Dickens illustretion feme), Gordon Browne wes

one cf the most prolific illustrators c¢f ell time. His art covered e wide
renge, from juvenile fiction to the clessice, from penny pepers to the
Royal Acedemy ., As early es 1881, he drew the pictures for "The Fifth Form
at St. Dominic's'", Telbot Beines Reed's first school seriesl, in the BOY'S

OWN P..PILR. In the classicel field, he i1llustreted such books es "Gulliver'p

Trevels!, "Tales from Shekespeere", snd Irving's "Sketch Book". Admirers
of G.h.Henty will recell thet Gordon Browne illustroted meny etories in
Bleckie's standerd edition of thot suthor's works. Browme contributed
regularly to CHUM, the SCOUT end The B.O.P. He drew CHUMS' first cover
in 1892 and wes ©lso renresented in the finel volume in 1941.

BROWNE, TOM (Born 1870 = Died 1910) —- Heiled from Nottinghem. .1 srtist
who became famous in other spheres Where we ere concerned he had the
distinction in crceting eary Willie ond Tired Tim in Chips over 50 yeears
ago, #1800 Liry Alf ond Bouncing Billy in "Thc Big Dudget" in 1897. Iis
neme or initiels can be found on pictures in the very first numbers of the
4d. Mervel ond Union Jeck. He wes paid £14 woeekly for his six pictures
on the front page of "Chips", but after e few yeers they got on his nerves
and he hended -over to enother srtist. There have been meny since, but
none heve hed the art of the lete Tom Browne,

CIL.PMAN, CH.RLES HENRY. (Born 1878) -- Started 1lifc es en crchitect. Iis
first work on boys' papers was for Peorson's "Big Budget'" sbout 1906. Four
or five years later tuok over the Megnet illustretions when A. H, Clarke didg
He was told to copy Clerke's style, snd succeeded extremcly well, IHe was
connccted with the paper right up to the last number. He wes 2 greet
friend of Leonard Shiclds, his fellow Megnet ortist. He is still hele

and. hesrty, ond e keen cyclist.

CLARKT, RTHUR E. ~- Just as Eric Perkcr beceme recognised ns the ideal
ertist for Sexton Bleke, so to me, end many others, Clarke wes the men for
e Mexwell Scott Nelson Lee serial. "Birds of Prey", "The Silver Dwerf",
"The Great Unknown" scemed #11 the more interesting becruse of his help.
Also illustrated the populer Cookey Scmibbs ' stories in "Pluck"., TWes
busily employed on stories for the A.P. #nd P.arson's from the mid 'ninetles
imtdl ebout 1914.

d .
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Clarke, .rthur k. (Cont'd)

Perhops best remembered for his illustreting of the early Groyfriars
sturies. Tuok over from Mognet No.40 and continued for ebout six ycers.
It hes been stoted he diecd whilst sctuelly et work on & Megnet drewing.

CUMMINGS, J. ABNIWY -- One of the most prolific of the Amelgemeted Press
artists, and his neme will alweys be linked with S. Clerke Hook's Jeck,
Sem end Pete storics in the "Mervel. He sterted to illustrate them 'in
the ecrly days of the 1d series in 1904 #nd continued without o ®resk until
1919. On June 14th of thet yesr No.803 of the paper geve a brief notice
of his death. Another oartist tcok the choracters over, but they,
especivlly Pete, never seemed the seme sgein.

Cwmmings wes e¢lso associated with meny other of Clarke Hook's
stories including the long forgotten "Five Comrades'" and Tom, Dick and
Harry series in Pluck,

DODSHON, GEORGE MONTIETH -- Born in London, Tduceted Kensington. Tes
illustreting A.P. popers in the 'mineties end for meny ycers afterwerds.
He was particularly good with historicel stories. "In the Service of the
King", Boys' Friend 1901, ~nd "The Bleck Gelley", Boys' Reelm, 1902, for
exoample.

GATCOMBE, GEORGE -— illustreted o few stories for the early %¢. Union Jacks.
He olso wrote the stories. He worked On illy Sloper's Helf-Holiday tdo.

He was most industrious, however, on pepers for the feir sex like "The
Girls' Friend", "Girls' Home", eto He drew hundreds of pictures por-
traying £ ilk-hetted  frock-cooted herves far more handsome then modern

film stars, slim waisted, long-skirted, unlipsticked heroines, ond lesn,

* pince-nezed, vinegery-locking schoolmistresses. Miss 1950 woul? shoke
with mirth if she sow some of those pre-1914 pictures, but it wouldn't be
fair tc bleme Gotcombe.

H.RDY, PAUL (Born 1862 neer Beth) —- One of the reel masters of pen-rmd-
ink drewing, Peul Hordy wes the son of David Hardy snd the nephew of Heywood
Herdy, both noted ertists. His ort career perellels that of Gordon Browne'
in length, diversity and productivity. He illustrated Wwoth edult end
Juvenile bocks end periodicels, He contributed to The SCOUT, the DOYS!
OWN HP.PER and The C.\PTAIN, but is best known for his brillient work for
CHUMS, nerticulerly eos illustretor of S. Welkey's fomous pirate stories,
The ertist-suthor sssociation of Hardy snd Welkey continued for more then
40 yecrs, a record of its kind. Peul Hordy illustrated CHUMS' first
serirl, by D. H, Perry (Morton Pike), in 1892, ond his work also oppcared
in the finel volume, 1941. He wes an expert metel worker, end his
achievements in this art -- #8 well es his paintings —— hove been widely
exhibited, Wwoth et home and ebroad.

HOLMES, T, W, Born Ncwcastle-cn-Tyne, 1872 -= Vas student et Leeds School
of Art. Moved to Lon7on in 1894, /ppesrs to have commenced his cereer
on boys' pepers by doing comic drewings,for one or two sppegred in Vol.2
of Chums in 1894. Did the front pege for No.l of the Boys! Fricnd in
the following yeer. . For thirty ycers ofterwerds h. must heyve been one

of the busiest of his kind,for his drewings not only enpesred in numerous
AP, papers, but olso in those of Newnes, Cessells #nd Peersond .
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HOLMES  FRED. -— Brother to the abuve, probably younger, for his work was
not seen so eorly, neither was he so prolific. Their styles were similer,
but Fred seemeld to hove a habit of meking some of his cheracters appear
gix feet or more in height. ‘“was enother who worked Woth for Peerson's end
what we usuelly cell, for convenience, the Amalgemeted Press. He signed
his work too -~ with his full neme.

JONES, ARTIIUR. -- Bust known for his work in the esrlier Nelson Lee ILibrerics|,
and "The Thriller", especially the letter. Ovinions as to his worth ss on
artist seem to be sharply divided. Some thought "The Thriller'" wes not
the seme without him; others considered his work mediocre.  '"Nemo" (who
did the first two "C.D. Annuels" covers) seys of him, for instence, "An
artist whose fleir for the eerie ond sinister foiled tu hide » lrmenteble
leck of preliminery grounding in the fundementols of enertomy end perspective
Long before the edvent of the 'spiv' ettributed villainy to the possession
of e long overcoat. The artist without o sense of humour.,"

KINSELLA, E.P, — LAmong recders of boys' stories, E.P, dnsells is best
remembered o8 en illustrztor of Boy Scout yarns, during the eerly yeoers of
the movement. e drew the pictures for E. LeBreton Mertin's femous
"Boys of the Otter Petrol", and also illustroted Robert Leighton's most
populer story, "Kiddie of the Cemp", which ren es ¢ seriel in The SCOUT in
1909. His hest konovm-plcture, thot of ‘on sdvancing Scout, becerme virtunlly
the trade-merk of The SCOUT periodicel. It wes the stenderd cover illustra4
ticn of The SCOUT enrurl, end for many ycers it sppeered in the top frnnt—
page design of the weekly.

LEWIS, H.M. == Lccording to photogrephs possessed o messive forehcad, He
weos nctlvely engeged for yeers on Aldine, Peorsons, and Hermsworth-i.P,
pepers. .nother essociated with Henry St.John's school stcries. 'Shunned
by the School" and "The Pride of the School" come to mind. 8 inhabitenis
of public schools, his cherecters usually opperred rother untidy-looking
specimens. .Inother who drew Sexton Blsku snd Tinker quite a lot.

MACDONLID, KeJ. - ‘ncther whose work cen e found in the peges of the d.
Mervel snd its compényons, end, of course, he is still ective on the illus-
traticne for the Bunter books. Sketched several of the early Jack, Sem
and Pete stories, ond then for many years the Tom Sayers yerns in the 1d.
Mervel For more years still drew weekly Tom Merry & Co. in the "Gem".
His work wes interrupted whilst serving in Royel Nevel Air Service during
the FPirst World Wer.

Mede e hendsome, boyish figure of Sexton Blske but more like e matinee
idol then the eccepted idea of & detective. Was criticised somewhet for
his first pictures in the Bunter books, but it was probably because he had
alweys been essociated with slim, elegent D'ircy of St.Jim's rather than
the stout, untidy figare of Billy Bunter.

MILLiR, HLROLD ROBEKT (Born 1859, at Thornhill, Dumfricsshire) —-

This ertist bogen stadying s ¢ civil cngincer, but geve up thet profession
for the more congenial pursuit of ert. While H,R. Millor specialised ond
goined e wide reputetion in the illustretion of feiry stories, he nlso

drew the pictures for numerous edventure yerns in CHUMS.
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MITCHELL, HUTTON., -- Hed the distinction of being the very first ortist to
draw Billy Bunter, for he¢ illustrated the Megnet stories from No.,l to No.39.
Also the Gem holfpenny series from No,20 to the end, ond the new series up
LosNeR 90, John Medcreft seys of him in S.,P.C., No.14, "Although Mitchell's
drewings ore olmost devoid of background, he menoged to present his cherac-
ters in greoter veriety end indiviluelity then meny of his Wrother srtists
could contrive. Yet he was rerely used by the 'mnlgemeted pPress in leter
pepers, and I cen only recall seeing his work in a few issues of the."Gen"
around No.150 and in the Boys' Journal in 1913,"

PARKLR, BKIC R. -- Scores of artists heve drevm Sexton Bloke, but mone like
Eric Parker, He wos identified with Bleke as surely es Sidney Poget with
Sherlock Holmes, tnd of lote yecors his only portraycr, snd thousends of
admirers of §.B. wouldn't heve it otherwise. Tias slso responsible for the
femous Bust.

His first commissicn wes in 1915 - 2 series of comic postcards, He
hes Jdrewn for the "Coruer lMrgezine", "Strend" snd others. In 1940 he 4id
most of his work in eir-reid shelters.

It will be remembered thet in June 1949 he was the guest
of the London 01d Boys Book Club.,

PLARSE, ALFRED (Born 1856) — Four gonerstions of ertists comprised the
encestry of Alfred Peersc, son of J.S, Perrse who wes e celebroted decora-
tive artist. His rcputetion was esteblished as » news ertist for the
PICTORIALL WORLD, but to reeaders of boys' stories he is best known for his
extensive work for the BOY'S OWVN P.PiR. During his long Spen ¢s8 con-
tributor to that publicetion. he illustroted the yerns of such old-time
» stelwarts as Dr. Gordon Stebles, G. Menville Fenn, Devid Ker end Telbot
Beines Reed,

PHOWEE, ROBERT. -- One of the most famous of the ertists of Viétorien and
Edwerdien deys.  His eorliest work appesred in the 'sixties and continucd
until wbout 1910,  lmong present dey veterems, he is best remembered for
his work on the Aldine covers, Cleude Duvels, Dick Turpins, Jeck Shepperds,
ste. are velued by collectors not only beceuse of their stories, but also
for their pilcturesque covers, meinly Jone by Prowse.

Prowsc also worked occasionnlly for the Lmelgematcd Press, one of the
serials he illustzeted was the reprint of "Vel the Doy Acrobet" in the
Buys! Hereald in 1909, .

REDIVG, VAL, -- Ususlly known just =s "Vol" ond signed his works so., Had
a long flowing moustache. In my opinicn was best on historicel yorns,
mede them look as picturszsque as Robert Prowse on the ildine’ covers. Good
examples ere "Guy of the Grecnwood" (Boys!' Friend); The Longbowsof Englend"
(Boys' Hereld) ond "Through Trettor's Gete" (Big Budget). Also illustreted
numerous school stories. He did the first flew instalments of "The Seventh
House of St. Besil's" ot the stert of the Boys' Herell , 1903. Then for
some reason Fred Bennett took cver. To me the story did not seem so good,
Still enother who drew Sexton Blake - an:) Nelson Lee., In 1918
illustrated Sidney Drew's reprict Caleroft stories *n the Mervel, after
which he scemed to pass out.
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REYNOIDS, JR., W.HWICK (Born 1873, in London) -- The GEM illustrator who
won internetionel feme for his pictures of cnimels, Werwick Reynolds, Jr.,
cane of a femily of ertists. His father was o wcell-known illustretor of
an earlier period. In days prior to World War I, he drew for a number of
AJP. periodicals, inclulding PLUCK. His first St.Jim's drawings oppeared
in The GEM deted Septe ber 12, 1908, No.31l (New Series), end he continued
as GEM artist until No.47. His work eppesred periodically during the nest
few years, but his main cercer with The GEM wes Auring the First Torld Ter
yeers, 1916-19., Vith the exception of four issues, he illustrated all of
the St.Jim's teles from 442 to 593. Lmong his most memoreble work of that
period was the series of portreits he drew for the "St. Jim's Gallery".

He drew the cover ond meny of the inside illustretions for the original
(1920) HOLIDAY ANNUAL, Thereefter he devoted himself meinly to fine ert
end to adult book £nd megezine illustrotion, - He died in Glesgow in 1926,
Llthough it is more then 30 yeors since Warwick Roynolds drew for The GEM,
he 8till his & loyel and enthusiostic following emong old-time readers.

SHIBIDS, LEONARD. —— During & crreer of 40 years must hove drewn tens of
thousends of pictures for the Hermsworth-Amelgrmetoed Pross papers., Not
only did his work eppeer in the boys' snd girls' pepers but aleso in Answers,
Answers Librery, Femily Journel, end numerous others appeoling to sdults.

His eerlicst drewings eppuared in the 34 PLUCK ond MARVEL, crude
stuff compered with later yecors. He had the distinction of being the
first to drew D'Arcy, in fect, he illustreted 211 the St.Jim's stories in
PLUCK, 1906, before the GEM was born. 'Wes rlso the exrtist for the ‘
Wyeliffe, Iyncroft, ond several other school storics which ren in PLUCK at
that period. Usually hed the cover position and vory attractive they
looked.,

Renembered with affection for his essociation with the Megnet, only
¢, H' Chepman drew Bunter more frequently.

Leonard Shields wes the son of o chemist, end himsclf treined to be
one at Sheffield University.

He died 'in Januery 1949, aged T2. His widow reveeled thet he had
worked for the lest two years of his life with hends crippled with rheuma-
tism. He hed no need to do so, for he left a hendsome fortune, but he
loved drewing, especielly boys.

SOMuRFIELD, THOMAS -~ Born in the T70's, Thomns Somerfic:ld was early in
life apprenticed to o meker of surgical instruments. Put the urge to
drew was too greet, snd he begen his ertistic cercer on o provinciel nows-
paper. .4s early es 1907, his drewings -- somctimes signed "T.S." ond
sometimes with the neme printed in full -— begen to appeer in CHUMS, and
in the lete Nineteen-Thirties, his work wee still prominent in thet
publication. Some of his finest pen-and-ink work cppeared in The SCOUT
in the ycars prior to World Wer I, when he illustrated the yarns of such
authors s Victor R. Nendick, Stecey Bleke #nd A,B, Gooper. He also
contributed frequently to The CAPTAIN.

STUDDY, GEORGH E. -- VWes in London Stock Exchenge before becoming an
artist. In pertnership with H., i, Wile:n wes "Jenus" of the BIG BUDGET.
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ViID., J.H. (JOHN H .RRIS) -- The son of &n artist who seversl times painted
the portreit of Edwerd VII. Drew for meny pevers from the early yeors of
the century, especiolly thosec of the Amealgemated Press. In & Chempion
"Who's Who" (July 19th, 1924) he wes dubked the "Grusesome Artist'"not
beceuse of his personel sppesrence, but becsuse he had @ preference for
weird subjects, fearful monsters end dreedful dregons - things to meke your
flesh creep. He himself wes o most cheerful person, grey-eyed, end &
fresh countensance.

F. Addington Symonds, firet editor of The CH.MPION, says of him,
"perhaps the most enthusisstic snd loyel of all the artists who worked for
The CHAMPION, He thought nothing of working fer into the night..« A
delightful men socially, and most unessuming."

WAKIFIEID, G. W. One of the ertists ongaged on those fentagtic stories
which appesred in Fun end Fiction in the yeers just before World Wer I,
stories like "His Convict Bride", "The Women With the Black Heert". And
twenty yeers later the"Bullseye"end "The Surprise". “Whatever the merits
of the stories, some of the idess werc so extreordinery that these pepcrs
arc worth collecting for the pictures elone. :
Wokefield illustrated the mejority of the Rookwood stories, with
their oh so cherubic luooking woys, in the Boys' Friend,
T gseem to remember he slso drew for the pinked-paged "Photo Bits",
o paper which wes not for boys, »nd the cherrcters not exeetly chorubss

"YORICK". -~ Reel neme Relph Hodgson, femous English poet, Born
Darlington, 1871. Did o large number of comic drewings for the "Big
Budget", and one or two other pepers. Hed a very cventful life, Never
 had & dey's schooling, nor en hour's tuition in drawing.

THE CL.AUDE DUVAL LIDRARY (Cont'd from p.24)

24, The Midnight Guest, or The Picturc that Ceme to Iive. 25, The Men in
the Green Clogk, or The Ghost of the Living. 26, The Mirror of Fete, or
In the Midest of His Inemies. 27, The Silver Skeleton, or The Tressure of
Chillingworth Hell. 28, The Megic Ring, or The Triumph of Jeffreys end
Rochester. 29, The Black Velvet Magk, or The Daring of Diena. 30, The
cardinel's Revenge, or Cleude Tuvel Wins o Fortune., 31, The Headsmen of
peris, or The Rout of the Tigers. 32, The Poisoned Geuntlets, or The Tiye
in the Rosc. 33, In the Coiner's Den, or The Blind Titch of Stensgate.
34, The Queen of 0ld Drury, or The Merk of the Beest. %5, Bursting the
Sheckles, or Cleude Duvel's Tiscepe from Slavery. 36, Coged in Steel, or
Fother .ntonio's Vengeence. 37, The Prnther's Clew, or The Genersl of the
Jesuits. 38, Prey of the Wolf, or Judge Jeffreys Beffled by Cleude Duvel,
39, Spider-Leg, or The King of the Beggers. 40, The Red Hend, or The Myster]
of the Monestery. 41, The Men-Teter of Cor, or The Nueen of the Red Hends.
42, The Lebyrinth of Death., or In the Inguisition Dens. A%, The Silent Men
in Black, or The Demon of the Inquisition. 44, .4 Million in gold, O DY
Right of Sword. 45, Crushing » Viper, or Cleude Duvel's Double Viectory.
46, . Leughing Hyene, or cleude Duvel ~nd the "Jolf's Strenge Foster-
Brother. 47, - Hideous Vengeence, Or ¢leude Duval's First Triumph over
Jeffreys end Blcod. 48, Every Tneh @ Rogue, or Clesude Duval Seal's
the Doom of the Jesuit Generel.
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Down. Cj_x_:_ggb Inn Roao

Home of Nelson Lee, Detective

By Thomes Strype

I hove elweys been henpy thet Mexwell Scott ploced his famous creation
in Gray's Inn hoed. And I heve elweys wondered why. I'm efreid I shall
never know. And yet there must heve boen e positive ellure for Scott to
hove done 80, Its centrel position, perheps, for o1l perts of the Metro-
polis. Who knows?

The nicely-proportioned Boker Street, domein of Sexton Bloke end
Sherlock Holmes, is certeinly not reflected in Grey's Inn Road, This
strenge errey of uncven end higgledy-pigeledy buildings is one of the meain
arteries from the City bounderics northwerds. Bounded on the south by
the Dickensisn o0ld houses of Holborn, md on the north by the termini of
King's Crouss end St.Pencras, it would be snubbed by meny of artistic vein
o8 one of London's ugly ducklings. About ¢ mile in length, 1t is encirecled
by two vest colonies of Itelirns end Irish, the former predomineting.
Devoid of o1l semblence of symmetry, it yet nresents o fascineting peno-
reme, end is ‘the haunt of Cockneydom .

The lovely old Grey's Inn, noted directly one enters from Ilolborn,
mekes on instent epperl. Ite fine old holl (rles! sedly bombed, but now
being reconstructed), end ite enchenting lawne encompess some of the
noblest plone trees in the British Isles. It is the one spot in this
centre of bohemionism thet scems to preserve its eristocrecy. The other
gide of the road, I em efreid, is not so enchenting. .

From Grey's Inn onwerds this queint mixture of the frivolous and heack-
neyed pursues its switehbagk contour a1l the wey to ing's Cross, its shops,
offices, chemkers, residences, resteurents, ctc. etc., 11l Aiffcecrent to
each other. I myself cemnot envisege e gredét main road of more irksome
irregulerity.

The fine buildings of the Royal Free Hospitel, Kemsley House, the
Telephone Lxchenge and meny others give it & scattered Adignity thet is
somewhat grotesque in comperison with the rest of it. Any student of
topography would recognise instantly its devarted glories. Its houscs
have harboured the greet, also the man-in-the-strcet. Many of note, tco,
8till reside here.

When one thinks of the exquisite architecture ennobling other perts
of the Metropolis, end one looks at Gray's Inn Road, onc mey well pausc,
But this thing is sure - the o0ld road, with ite environs, is the commence-
ment of a huge migration of newspeperlend .from the vastly overcrowded
Fleet Street to itself. Severel prominent deilies and weeklles heave
already settled there. ind there ere more to come,

Many and many romentic Utopias heve been dreemed of within its shebby
vortels by philosophers of all grades. A few have lived to dezzle humenity
for a spell, end have phen fellcn by the wayside. Highbrow and lowbrow
heve rubbed shoulders together here for gencrations, others olso, I em
sorry to sey, who seid anything but their prayers.
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Its cruelly boumbed side streets emphasize, unfortunately, the decaying
sordidness only tuo well. Now, however, maegnificent blocks of flats ond
other structures are fillin. these streects, some bordering on the stupendous.

But the road is our story, not ite satellites. A terrible November
night. The fog wreathes dovm enveloping everything in blackness. Grey's
Inn Koed is in its grip. Not quite, though, For a moment it: lifts.
Scmething is happening across the road. What?

Creeping out of the gloom, one behind the other, come that wonderful
array of villeins that heve dogged Nelscn Lee 211 his life. The Chief,
the Squirec, the Doctor, Professor Mark Rymer, ond all the rest, here they
are! Trensfixed with terror, we stere aghest! Surely they are not coming
our wey? No. Thenk God. '8 cach comes within the sure of o street lemp
it turns ite face towerds us. The horrible smirk it gives chills us to the
bone. Then with & grinning lcer, it venishes into the darkness.

Merciful heevens, we were nearly in their gresp! What en esceapel
Thank God, once more we are safe.

lLpart from the witchery of the Inn, neither Grey's Inn Roed nor itse
inhabitents could he accused of conceit. This masterpiece of how not to
build is elways briiht, never repellent. Its main business in life is the
safe conduct of treffic from scuth to north end vice verse - and it knows it
To those visiting it for the first time, note thé ercedian nook of St.hndrew
Gardens, with its smart block of flats, ncxt to the "Roysl Free", as'we term
it here. A deinty bit of repose this, in the midst of mediocrity.

Or stond et the corner by Holborn Hell. FHere lics the gleamorous
sperkle of the humen keleidoscope, and woe betide you if you don't wetch
your step while crossing. You'll psy for it, believe me,

Its pubs, too, typify its cherecter, end in most of thelxr bers of e
nigzht the curious cen, if they wish, be entertained by meny supcrb purveyors
of volcenic expletives. These gentlemen's powers of nerration never seem
to become diumed .

Yet withel, this loveble ond homely het'porth of “ellsorts offurs a
charm that meny of its cultured brethren leck.

I, who heve trepsed its pavements for the lest 27 yeers, night and
morning;, end heve wetched its chenges since & boy for 50 yeers now, em 8till
enomoured by the magic of Scott. Meny e hitter winter's night Or morning
when the biting cold sand choking fog heve conspired to finish me have I
gheltered in the cosy doorweys end inviting olcoves of Gray's Inm Rloed.

Somctimes, while wending my wey to the bus stop ot Holborn on one of
these bitter mornings et the hour of four or five, imegination runs rife.
The scream of the newspaper vens stop; . the sullen drone of the fish-lorries
from King's Cross to Billingsgete is silent. I am 2lone in the dank fog.
Suddenly & door neer me opens, It shuts. A second leter 2 lithc, leen
figure cmerges, turns up the collar of its eout, tekes on glence towerds me,
then diseppeers slowly into the ghostly mist. I stond rooted to the snotl
Is it »oseible =——==7

Such is the home cf Mexwell Scott's grest detective.
K
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The Bourder Oj'__%’_t_g,\éfniw/_s_

By koger M. Jenkins

It is interesting to note that, when comparin the two sch.ols Grey-
friars end St.Jim's, whereas the charscters et the Sussex school chenged
little through the thirty odd yesrs of the Gem's existence, the characters
at the former school, like their author, beceme more matured end mellowed
with the course of time. A glance et the first and lest copy of the Gem
does not reveel eny striking dissimilerity in the style of the reading
metter or in the charecter of the boys feetured therein, but o comparison
of Megnet No.l with Megnet No.1683 discloses & rcmarkeble advence over both
the mestery of the art of story-telling end the development of eharacter of
the Greyfriars juniors. And the deveclopgment of charsptcér ie .eeldom, more
arresting and engrossing than in the cese of Herbert Tudor Vernon-Smith,
the Bounder of Greyfriars,

It wes in Megnet No.119 drted 21/5/10 thet Vernon-Smith arrived at
Greyfriars, but-it is rether ¢ different Greyfriers to that to which the
younger Magnet resders mey be eccustomed, The Bounder wes drunk (". little
bosky" he expleained to the horrified Mr.Quelch), but neither this nor his
point-black refusal to get up the next morning would induce Dr.Locke to
accede to the Remove Master's request that the unwelcome new boy be sent
home, Mr.Quelch then handed in his resignetion, but withdrew it upon
learning that it wes within Mr. Vernon-Smith's power to ruin the Heed¥,
The new boy wes evidently there to stey, and though the form mede him
apologise to Mr.Quelch the following week, it cennot but be supposed that
the Remove Mester did mot enjoy the position eny more then the Head.

L

e do not get the impression that the Bounder was at »ll en ,ttrective
character. The first description of him is that he was "e little teller,-
perheps, than Wharton, but not nearly so well bullt or so well developed,
His weedy frame showed that he indulged in little athletic exercise.!" But
even herv we are not led to believe thet he was wholly unpleasant, In
Megnet No,121, for instence, he refused to go and buy cigerettes for Cerne,
though whether this was due to high morel principles or just to stubborn-
ness is not mede clear.

It wes not long before Hezeldene fell under the influence of the
Bounder, & situation which continued intermittently for the rest of thec
Megnet's carecer. In No.122 it begen with e visit to the Cross Keys esnd &
chempegne picnic, end cnded in e fight between ‘/harton ond Vernon-Smith,
The following week Harry Wherton & Co. took Hezeldene off to Switzcerland to
get him ewey from the Bounder (end for some obscure reason they trevel to
Dover vie London), but it was to no eveil, for in Mesmet No,124 Smithy
turned up end induced Hezeldene to gamble et the Kurseal, Unfortunately,
Hezeldene gambled ewey not only his own but someonc else's money, ond then
contempleted suicide. Colonel Wharton wes eble tc¢ put matters right,
however, and everyone returned to Englend,

-— ——— B T —— -

*ROOTNOTE - Compere the position of Dr.Folmes at St.Jim's end
Mr. Lumley-Lumley.
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The reeson why the chorecter of the eerly Vernon-Smith feils to ring
the bell is that he does not attrect our sympethy He is hard, sullon,
end utterly unscrupulous, without one redeemin: feeture, without one touch
of humanity that would meke him live. Nevertheless, most of the ettributes
of the leter Bounder ere present. Liven in the beginning hewas o dendy, but
no fop. He could work herd when he chose, but unfortunately he only chose
to do so through some ignoble motive. In Megnet No,.180 when Mark Linley
was in desperete straits end striving for thec Founder's Scholarship, the
Bounder set out to win it for himsc¢lf, end ncarly did so. Indeed, by mis-
teke it wos et first ennounced that he had won it, and after e nocturnel
celebretion he was found drunk egein, whereupon there was & repeet performende
of the events on his first dey, only this time it is revenled that thec Heed
wes under Mr. Vernon-Smith's thumb becruse he had borroved £1000 from him to
search for his desughter when she wes kidnapped. After much indecision,
Dr. Locke decided that the Dounder must o, end his father hed no hesitetion
in intimating that the doctor would not remein long in his present post,
This rether melodramatic pair ¢f stories ended in No.181 with Bob Cherry
seving the Veranon-Smiths' cer from & smesh, end as 2 rewerd he demanded the
cancellation of the IOU, upon which the Head allowed the Boumder to remein
at the school.

The complete villainy of Vernon-Smith's cerly character by no means
increeses our sympathy towerds the heroes of the picce; in fect, it tends
to act in the reverse menner, Dut there is one way to evold tedium in a
gitustion where ©1l the heroes ere perfect end the villeins outregeous, end
that is to resort to Grond Guignol methods, to out-Herod Herod., In Megnets
Nos.247 to 254 Charles Hamilton employed this technique edmirsobly in o seried
" which, although it does not festure the Bounder ss a mature character, has
ncvertheless gone down into history es one of the more famous legends, end
is prubebly the most striking scries feeturing Vernon-Smith in all the Megne$
lore. The first three storics develop the entegonism between Smithy end
the Famous Five, whilst the lest five shew how he managed to get el11l of them
expelled from Greyfriers, Nugent was embroiled through his minor, and wes
caught et the Croes Keys in No.250 where he expected to find Dicky with the
Bounder: In No.251 Johnny Bull weas told thet he would be expelled:if he
were the eggressor in enother fight; it wes comperatively casy to get Bul-
strode tu taunt bim into attecking him, The following week Mark Linlcy
wes removed by e fake telegrem purporting to come from his perents, 1In
No.253% Vernon-Smith wes ettacked by Disz (one of his fether's enemies), and
leid the hleme on Wharton who was expelled. Finelly in No.254 - "Bob
Cherry's Barring-Out' ~ Bob wes expelledx for punchinz the Bounder who was
feigning illness, ™t he and Inky berriceded themselves in the 0ld Tower
where they were scon jolned by the rest of the Co. Diaz next nttacked
Mr.Vernon-Smith and boested of his previous esssult on his son. The
Bounder's fether mentioned this to the Heed, who soon spprecieted the true

*FOOTNOTT - This ney seem &n ungenerous action on the Heed's part in view
of the fact that Cherry hed saved him from disgrece in No,131,
but it must be remembered thet thesc carly stories cannot be
recd es a whole like the leter ones.
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stete of affairs. Dr. Locke wes, however, unwilling to meke Mr.Vernon-
Smith the means of his own son's downfall, end accordingly the Bounder
remoined at Greyfrirrs while the Fomous Five returned. So ended o memorable
and, when compared with contemporery stories, technically ingenious series.

As time went on, the Bounder cesged to be wholly unpleesant end boceme
more likeceble. But he wes still very much of » lone wolf in the Remove,
and although he hed some regerd for Wherton he hed no real.friend until Tom
Redwing came elong., Tom mede his first eppcerence in Megnet No,517, when
he saved Vernon~-Smith from drowning. The following week he errived ot
Greyfriars using the neme of Clavering to eneble the latter to join the Army.
The Bounder helped him to keep up the deception, but eventuelly Redwing
reelied it wee not honest, ond after confessing to the Head, he left.

Smith's father, Mr. Semuel Vernon-Smith, was ¢ new-rich financier,
rather purse-proud, and did not s#ltogether epprove of Herbert's friendship
with the son of o fishermen, Nevertheless, he was preveiled upon to found
a Memurial Scholarship which Redwing won, snd the Bounder's chum was thus
enebled to return to Greyfriers.

Vernon-Smithwas never troubled by o too carcful rogard for scruples.
He belicvved that the end justified the means, end in this he often shocked
Redwing. In Megnet No.553 the Bounder wee engeged in the teask of ejecting
Skimner from Study No.4 to make room for Redwing. Skinner refused an offer
of £5 to move out, whereupon the Bounder contrived to get Skinner to bet
heavily on e rece (on credit) end then bribed the bookic to Aun him when
the horse lost.  Skinner was thus forced to sccept the offer to move, but
to Vornon-Smith's chegrin Redwing could not fini it in his conscience to
condone such en ect by teking Skinner's place. The friendship wee soon
severed by @ guerrel in which the Bounder eccused his erstwhile chum of
pelling with him only bcceuse his fether wes ¢ millioneire, end when Smithy
wae willing to bury the hatchet he found thet Redwing was bitterly offended.
The arrivel of Mr. Vernon-Smith in No.555 end the cneuing reproeches for
querrelling mede Redwing determine to give up the scholership, but the
breach wes. heeled the next week whun the Bounder geve out that his father
was bankrupt. Redwing offered to resiign the scholership so that Smithy
could enter for it, the rift in the lute wes mcndedl, and Mr.Vernon-Smith
setisfied that his scn's friend wes genuince., This must have been o popular
series, for the theme wes repeated in Megnets Nos. 858 to 860,

Smithy had the doubtful asset of keing eble to tell lies without
batting en eyelid. In No.613 he told Redwing that Mr,Quelch had rescinded
his punishment of detention when in fact the Remove Mester had donc nothing
of the kind, end wnen Skinner gove the geme eway and the Bounder wes flogged
he set ebout getting Skinner e flogging in return, It need not be added
that this particuler picce of villeiny ceme to neught,

"There was more good then evil in Smithy, though the evil was there,
end at time it wes wvery prominc.nt," remerked Charles Hromilton In Megnot
No.997. This wee the beginnin; of the Peul Dalles series which lested for
eight wecks, Mr.Vornon-Smith rdopted the orphen son of o friend, snd the
Bounder took & disliike to him before he hed even scen him, Vernon-Smith
was soon &t loggerheads with the rest of the form as o result of this un-~
ressoning feud, end Redwing finally renocunced his scholarship and left
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Greyfriars., These stories portray the Bounder ss » charscter of unrelieved
wickedness, end though they ere well-conceived end et times highly dremotic,
we cim never find it in our heerts to sympethise with him,

No biogrephy of Smithy w uld be complete without mention of Soecmes,
the ubiquitous villein of the picce. Jemes Sormes made his first sppeer-
ance in the South Sess series (Megnets Nos.1017-1025) as Mr.,7crnon-Smith's
volet, but his intention was to acquire Black Peter's Trecasure for himself.
lle wes outwitted (eond, incidentelly, Redwing's share of the treasure enabled
him to return to Greyfriers as o fee-paying pupil),but he resppeared in the
episodes of the Phantom of the Cave (Nos.1087—1089) 'nd in the last complete
series of ell, the lastcliffe Lodge one (Nos.1676-1680), though on this
letter occasion he wes working for his country end not for himself.

There cen be no doubt thet the Bounder was rapidly becomin:. more end
more populsr during the last decede of the Mogmet's existence, snd this
populerity coincided with the merked chenge for the better in his nature.
The most tengible thing one cen point to in this respect is the acquisition
of an eir of badinege, the cultivetion of an ettitude of lofty superiority
curiously reminiscent of Cordew. For instence, on¢ notes that in Magnet
No,.1222 that the Bounder enmmounced his sentence of expulsion in the Rag by
condoling with the Remove on-the loss of his future socicty. It might
almost be soid that Smithy hnd become sophisticoted (though considering
that he wes sold into slevery e few weeks later whilst on holidey in Kenye,
this word does seem o trifle inepproprirte?)

Vernon Smith often sssorted thet it was not in his neture to help @
lame dog over < stile. But he could be quixotic at time. For instance,
in Megnet No.1256, when Wharton wes in need of money and got Bob Cherry to
euction his bike for him, Smithy bid £18 for it. Needless to say, Wharton
refused to eccept the money, stating that it was charity, end thus- antagon-
ised the Bcunder who eventurlly wrested the Capteincy of the Junior Fleven
from him for & while,

Like & few others of Mr. Hemilton's cherecters, Smithy bed e "double",
one Bertie Vernon who ceme to Greyfriars in 1939 (legnets Nos.16§1—1642).
Whilst it is true that comparisons ere odious, it is a2lso true thet few
themes beer repetition, end the 1935 series sbout Wharton's "double" wes
80 well-written thet this latter series, though gooc, cennot stend in the
seme class,  Dut the very fect that it wes written ot »11 is o proof , AF
such be nceded, of the Bounler's nopulerity.

If we went to see the Bounder's character in r11 its multiform espects
however, we must turn to the Smedley series of 1934 (Megncts Nos,1360-1373)
which is undoubtedly the finest set of stories Chorles Hemilton ever wrote
about him, It begor. with Vernon-Smith putting ink in the Heed's topper
when Dr.Locke was off to pey o cell on the viecar. The following week
Smithy wes caught in the "Three Fishers",and was expelled, His fother
disuovmed him, but pertislly for eve him when Dr.Locke gove him & second
chence. Mr.Quelch wes ill ot the time, end in his place came the Bounder's
cousin under the pscudonym of Smedley, to whom the Vernon-Smith fortune
would go were Smithy expelled. Needless to relote, the Bounder found it
an effort to toe the line, end in Megnet No.13%65 he went off with Ponsonby
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and Co,. of Higheliff whilst Bunter went to Folkestone in the Bounder's name
in expectetion of a glorious holidey - only to find o tutur eweiting himl
The holidays went on in France, end ended et Whorton Lodge with Bunter
playing hilerious tricks on his fellow guest, Mr.Quelch, and Smedlcy
ghadowing Smithy like o hewk, This cat end mouse geme continued throughout
the following term, one of the most noteble epidodes being in Megnet No.1371|
entitled "The Bounder's Secrifice" in which Monsieur Cherpentier wes pres .
veiled upon not to report Smithy to the Heed for pleying e trick which
would inevitably heve resulted in his expulsion. The Bounder had sold his
_diemond pin for £40, but when he lcarned thet the French mgster was in
urgent need of this sum for one of his meny nephews, he charecteristically
ebandoned a1l thoughts of going on the spree, snd made Monsieur Charpsntier
an anonymous gift of the money. I¥ neced hardly be edded that Mr.Smedley
was uneble to achicve his neferious object, and that Smithy wes restored to
his father's good greces.

The cherecter of Vernon-Smith is unique in meny weys. Although there
are some points of resemblence between Cardew and himself he pleyed a fer
greater part in the stories then did his St.Jim's equivalent., Indeed,
there can be few Megnmets of the last fifteen ysers whose peges he did not
grace (or disgrace). /gein, like Cerdew he was populsr in spite of his
shortcomings, but he wes not quite so flippont ss Cardew and consecquently
interested the younger es well as the older readers. Charles Hemilton
ncver really equalled elgewhere the development in chzrecterisetion and

the completeness. in plot donstruction thet he achiived in the later Megnets.
There is no doubt th,t some collecetors, for sentimental reescns, may
stoutly aver that St.Jim's or Rookwood is supreme, but these cleims will
not bear cxemination by the cold light of loglc when it is reslised that
Charles Hemilton has written procticelly no stories ebout these two schools
since the time when he remched the penk of his ebility in the esrly thirties
Just as Shekesoeere begen by writing light comedies, went on in his middle
period to tragedies, snd finally cnded up with ploys of mellow trenquillity
like the "Tempest", so might.one trece e similer development in the works
of Cherles Hemilton., It is @ pity thet neither St.Jim's nor Rouokwood
survived until the "Tumpest" period; but let us at leest rejoige that
Greyfriers did. And of the Greyfricrs charecters of the leter period,

let us freely admit thet few hed such drematic potentielity and none the
incelculable fescination of Herbert Vornon-Smith, the Bounder of Greyfriars,

THE RED ROVER LIBRARY

Notes: - Only 8 issues. Nos. I to 4 inclusive were dated 17.10,1903 and
were written. by Charlton Lea., Nos. 5 to 8 inclusive were dated Deccmber
1903 anc were written by T. G. Dowling-Maitland.

1, The Vengeance of Blackbeerd, or Tho Return of Don Salvo Quinades
2, Blackbeard the Terror of the Seas, or The Cruise of the Avengers
3, Marooned by Blackbeard the Pirate, or The Betrayal of Jack Skyes
4, Blackbeard's Terrible Triumph, or The Doom of Salvo Quinedas

5, Captein Kid's Press Gengj or The Pirste-Toker turns Buccaneer;
6, Captain Kid's Vendette, or The Doom of Bonerd the Buccaneer

7, Ceptein Kid's Treasure Hunt, or Dick Reinham's Dosh for Libertys
8, Captain Kid Outwitted, or Homeward Bound at Last.
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Serial Items in "T'he (712\31\2&:'

Compiled by Leonard Peckmen end J. Brceze Bentley

Nearly three-quarters of the Megnet numbers (1236 out of 1683) carried
8 serial story in eddition to the Greyfriars yern. In all, eighty-three
scriads oppeered. Their sverege length wes 15 instelments, but of four
early stories, two ran to 50 perts, one to 45 perts and the fourth to 44
perts. At the other extreme, one story had only 5 sections, while six
others had 6 parts. In the earlier ycers, the closing end opening chapters
of successive seriels frequently overlepped, #nd occesionally two serisls
ren concurrently, but in the later years cach seriel concluded before the
next begen.

The sequence of serials wes interrupted on seven occasions, by far the
biggest "gep" being one of 141 issues (numbers 673 - 813 inclusive) when the
Greyfriers Iereld supplement made its first eppeerence. The lest scrial
ended at No.1483. The ncxt number wes stated to contein o "cover to cover"
school story, but in fect conteined the Greyfriers Hereld sunplement
(No.198, second series), snd the Hersld continued to eppear neerly every
week until the end.

RUN TITLE JUTHOR REM . RKS

1- 23 Maxennis - Detective Lewis Hockley

21-°65 In the ranks - Life in the British Army

65-103 One of the ranks i Sequel to "In the ranks"
104~153 Stenley Dore,the boy

detective - -

154-172 Wolves of the deep Sidney Drew Ferrers Lord,ond Ching Lung
173-181 Iion egeinst bear Sidney Drew Ferrers Lord end Ching Iung

182-207 Beyond the eternsl ice Sidney Drew Ferrers Lord and Ching Lung
207-226 Through trackless Tibet  Sidney Drew Ferrers Lord end Ching Lung

226-2T75 Twice round the globe Sidney Drew Ferrcrs Lord and Ching Lung

275-318 Mysterie Sidney Drew Ferrers Lord end Ching Lung

317-337 The blue orchid Sidney Drew Ferrers Lord and Ching Lung

338-370 The unconquereble Sidney Drew Ferrers Lord and Ching Iung

343-368 4 world et stoke W.B,Home~-Gall wer story

371-382 The star of the circus - i

383-394 Driven to ses T, C. Bridges -

395-407 The Prince of Lltenburg Anthony Thomas -

408-418 The rubics of Shebe Edwin "Vooton -

419-434 The golden koy T. C. Bridges -

424-429 The pride of the ring Merk Iinley Continued from the Greyfriars
Herald when thet peper ceased
publicaticn.

435-451 Adventurers four alec G. Pearson o (L

452-468 The Fourth Form et

Franklinghem Richard Randolph -

477-492 In a lend of peril Beverley Kent -

555=549 The brown torrent Sidney Drew Terrers Lord end Ching Lung

576-612 Goggs ,Gremmerien Richerd Rendolph Rylcolmbe Grammer School

610-628 The miners' Champion Percy Longhurst Boxing

629-645 The secrct of the silent Dagncy Heywerd -

city
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Run

646 ~ 654
655 - 659
660 - 672
67% & 677
674 - 676)
678 ~ 936)
814 - 822
823 - 834
855 ~ 844
856 - 866
867 - 872
88% - 892
893 -~ 901
902 - 909
910 - 919
920 - 926
927 - 937
938 ~ 947
948 - 959
960 - 969
970 - 980
980 - 991
99231007
1007-1016
1017-1038
1039-1049
1050-1062
1063-1074
1075-1081
1082~1091
1092-110%
1304-1113
& 3123+l
1122-1332
1133-1147
1148-1160
1161-1168
1169-1682
1169-1182

Pltle

The silence
By Nero's command
Mercus the brave

Juthor

Edmund Burton
Victor Nelson
Victor Nelsen

Billy Bunter's "eckly

The yellow peril
Story of

& glediator

Sequel to "y Nero's

Command"

The Greyfriers loreld (first series; sppuered nesrly every weck)

The brotherhuod of the white
feather H. 8cott
A merked men i
The yoellow clew s
Sherwood gold -
Four sgeinst the world . Scott
The dceputy detective il
The golden pyromid L
The sporting detective -
The veldt treil it
The phentom hHat i
The mystury of Lone Menor "
The crse of the ILiengsdele
Wonderers !
The Phantom of the
Dogger Bonk -
Curlew Islend Devid Goodwin
The boy with the million
pound secret David Goodwin
The Mystery of Flying-V
Rench H. Scott
The troil of adventure Lionel Day
The curse of Lhose H. Scott
Gold for the getting  Stanton Hope
‘The bulldog breed
The men of iron
The Lord of Lost Island
The toughest teem in
the lesgue it
Wolves of the Spenish
Mein irnest lekKeeg
The Wleck hewk
Speedwey pals
The mosked death
The shadow of the
guillotine
Peter Frazer -
Ironnaster
For the glory of
Fronce
The test-match hope

ITeScott

John lreesrley

John Drearley

John Sylvester

Geo . Hochuster

Ferrers Locke,Jock Dreke

"

"

"
"

Ferrers Locke,Jack Dreke

LAl

A

Ferrers

Ferrers

Geo .l Rochester
Walter Hdwards

Ferrers

"

Geu.li.Rochester Stury of thc
A.Cerney Lllen

Locke,Jack Droke

Locke,Jack Drake

e,Jack Nreoke

Grest Tor

Ferrers Locke,Jock Dreke

Story

of the French
Revolution

Str\ry of" tho F].‘j\"r(l’ign

Geo %S .Rochester ’
Cricket

The Groyfriers Terald (second sericssy eppenred neerly every week

The flying spy

GeZiE JRochester Stary of the Greet Wer
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Run Title Author Renarks

1183--1196 Up the Rovers John Brearley Tootball
1197-1213 The islend of sleves Stenton Hope -
1214-1219 Lend of lost 'plenecs Antony Ford -
1220-1225 Bendits of the line Ferrers Locke,Jack Dreke
1226-1235 Short stories zbout High, Low, end Nippy, '"the puncher pols"
1236-1251 Oom the terrible Oom the flying bandit
1252-1271 Wings cf wer Hedley Scott -~
1272-1278 The islond treders Frank Richerds Story of the S uth Seas
1279-1296 The red folcon Arthur Steffens Highwey robbery
1297-1717 Nobby the "shooting ster" Hedley Scott Ferrers Locke,Jack Droke
1318-1337 Lllison of Avonshire John Brearley cricket
1338-1343 Umzugaen the Mighty Rowlend Hunter -
1344=135T7 When the greet epes

came Stuart Mertin -
1358-~1375 The men behind the

scenes Hedley Scott Ferrers Locke,Jack Drake
1576-1781 The bleck Hercules Gordon Grey -
1390-1407" Captein Crimson Morton Pike Highway robbery,smiggling
1408-1420 The sea spider Geo.li.Rochester Piracy
1421~1436 Moose cell Harrison Glyn Adventures in Censda

1437-1444 The flying submerine Geco.E.Rochester The memace of Russia
1445-1460 Den of the Dogger Benk Devid Goodwin North Ses fishing fleet
1461-14T72 The lost squadron Geo.E.ltochester A futurist thriller
14'73-1483 Ceptein Vengcence John Bredon Pirecy
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What (TIQ§F\t Have DPeen

By, PochAs Walker

The troin I boarded ot Temple Meods stetion in Bristol was fer from
full on thet sunny April morning in the yeer 1950. Consequently I wes
able to choose my compertment with care. I f und one empty towards the
end of the trein, end settled myself down with the morning peper and »
olgarette for the two end & helf hour journey to ILondon,

In my pocket reposed the Megnet Christmes Number for 1917, so that, if
oppertunity erose, I should be oble to regele mysclf on my journey with the
adventures of Horry Wherton and Co. of Greyfriars School. The guerd weas
about to weve his flag when the swift petter of running feet stopped
suddenly outside the compertment duor, smd in tumbled two men snd one
women, leughingly penting es they plumped themselves down on the seet
opposite. The whistle blew, and the Lindon express slid out of Temple
Meeds .

"Phewl" gasped cne of the men, o plcasent dark men of prowedly fifty
years, "thet was a narrow squeek!"

"It certeinly wes," sgrecd the other men, o foir goodluoking fellow
of similer ege, "I reolly thought we should miss it, Merry."

"The station was further from the hotel then I imegined," seid the
other, pulling @ newspaper from his pocket, ond settling into the seat *
opposite me.

The three of them settled down and, #s is customery in English reil-

i i » reione We pulled into Beth, and left five minutes
S¥e%?r§ﬁﬁgiséa%%%%&C%hEGi6$8§y old guildings sct in'their fresh green

beckground of hills.

".i gorgeous pluce, Beth," remerked the women, who still reteined her
yeuthful beeuty, olthough she wes probably sbout the come age 8 the two
men

"It is indeed, Merjorie," replied the derk men, "I've alweys thought
I'd like to live here.,"

"Oh, I don't kncw," she seid, "you'd miss your beloved Surrayt"

"ih, perheps so," he said, "Surrey certeinly tekes some beating,
Pretty cluse to Town, too."

"Give me Dorset," remerked the feir men, smiling.
"Oh, yes, I know you're & reel countrymeh," laughed the other.

"Well, I certainly heve been since old Bob sold me his place over
twenty yeers ago."

"Is it rerlly twenty yerrs since you bought Iiob Cherry's plece,
Frank?" :

My ears cocked. That neme wes femilier. In fact, it was in print
in en ¢ld boys' paper in my pocket How unusuel.,

The conversetion wes continuing.
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"Over twenty, Herry. Twenty-two to be precise. You remember Bob
leaving the country when he went to Australie? It wes then thet I bought
his place., 01d Mejor Cherry died e couple of yesrs before that."

"Bob is not in lustrelia now, is he?" esked the women called Morjorie.

"Oh, no," seid the men Herry. "He returned just before the outbresk
of wer in 1939, ond is farming in Gloucester - reelly not so very fer from
these parts."

This wes getting curiouser and curiouser. Bob Cherry, Herry, Fronk,
Merjcrie!

Whet was this?
"iherton, 0ld men --" commenced Frenk.

Wharton!! Horry Whertoni!l! I begen to woncer if I was dreeming, but
the trein pulled up in Chippenheam station, and I saw the hustle and bustle
on the busy little plotform, end then I looked very herd ot the »Heople in
the compartment. Yes, the tell hendsome cerk men, greying at the temples -
Herry Whertcn.

The fresh feir pleesent smiling Frank Nugent. And the besutiful
Merjoriec Hezledene. Well, w:lly welldl

The trein moved off from Chipponhem,

"yhat time d¢ we errive et Wherton Lodge?'" esked the women celled
Merjorie.

"ibout two o'clock, we should errive there," enswered Herry.
I decided on action.

"I hope you will perdcn me," I said, eddressing the dark man, "but I
couldn't help over--heering some of your conversation., I om under the
impression thet yovr neme is Harry Therton. [Plerse forgive me for esking,
but I heve ¢ very real intcrest in thet neme, going beck more years then
I care to think ebout."

The men smiled.
"Yes, that certeinly is my neme," he said.

"My reason for esking," I replied, "is that for meny years = schoolboy
of thet name was nmy boyhood hero, end for thet metter still is!"

"iell, I wes o schoolboy once," he smiled, "I went to Greyfriars Remove,
and later into the Sixth there,"

"Then you ere Herry Wharton!l"

"I certeinly em, and this is my wife, ond this gentlemen is Mr.Frenk
Nugent."
I gesped.

"Tell," I seid. "I can't sey how overwhelmingly gled I am to know you.
I grew up with ycu and the rest of the Greyfriers fellows, and whon I wes &
ooy of twelve you were #11 my herocs."
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"Yceg, they were preet deys," seid Wherton. "\s you probadbly hcerd,
we are guing beck to Wherton Lodge, my home in Surrey, ofter visiting an old
friend of ours, end probably yours, too, old Wingetec, who now ferms in
Somerset,"

"llow many yeers is it since you left Greyfriars?'' I esked, now feeling
decidedly overhwelmed, meeting these pcople whose very nemes have been beford
the public's eye for more than forty yeers.

"Oh, ebout thirty, I should think," enswercd Wherton, whilst Nugent
nodded egreement, end Merjorie Hezledene smiled,

"Please tell me," I seid, '"something ebout the Groyfriars fcllows,."

"Well," said Whartcn, "to kick off on e personal note, I went to Oxford,
and on coming down, took o job in the Civil Scrvice, merried Merjorie, '
eventuelly went to Cenadr, returned to this country when old Colonel "Tharton
died, . took ower Wharton Lodge, smd commenced farming in Surrey. /¢ have
two children, one &t Greyfriers, end the cther et Cliff Housel"

Nugent took up the narrative.

"Smithy went oversess on work for the Foreign Office. Tic's had a2 most
exciting cereer, and is still o big-wig in Indie or somewhere. I'e is now
on leeve in England. Skinner became ¢ Fleet Strcet certoonist, ond is e
confirmed teetuteler end non-smoker!  Which reminds mc, will you have a
cigarette?"

"Boyhood: resclutions gone by the boerd?' I ssked, smiling.

Nugent grinned.

' 4
"Afreid so," he replied, hending round his cigerettes. "Te started
emoking when we were et Oxford, I expect."

""Thet hepvened to Dunter?' I esked.

"0ld Bunter! I believe he followed in his fether's footsteps. freid
I heven't heerd enything ebout him for yeers.

"Clers Trevelyen is heedmistress at & girls' scheol in Yorkshire,™
seid Merjorie, "end my brother whom you remcmber as Heazel is a representetive
for o firm in London. He trevels ell over the world."

"Mihet heopened, tco, to Dr. Locke cnd Mr. Quelch »nd o0ld Prout end the
other mesters?"

"Of ‘course, Dr. Locke:died et.the ripe 0ld ege of 85," emswered Wherton)
"But Quelch is living in retircement in Oxfordshire, ond Prout is somewhere
in London. Lascelles is still at Greyfriars end is the Heed."

"Surely," I seid, "frcm el1 the Greyfriers boys et the school during
your time, there must have been some who beceme quite femous. Tow is it
I've never associrted any of their nemes with well-known people in meny
walks f life?"

"Probably you haven't considered it until now," said Wharton, '"DBut

there's cld Meuly in the House of Lords; WMark Linley o king of industry
worth @ million or so, up in Lenceshire; Cutts, of the St.Jim's Fifth, o
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Society feshion designer, owning places worth thousandss Hoskins, whom you
mey remember as e musicien et Greyfriers is conductor of a broadcasting
orchestra, but pleys under en essumed neme,"

"One or two of the younger members of the school during our time camned
feme during the wer yeors," added Nugent. "Young Dicky, my brother, won
decorations leading his company into sction in Normendy in 1944.  Also i
uriderstand that young Welly D'Arcy achicved fame in thet direction. of
course, they are getting .n e bit now., Dicky's 4T!"

"You mey be intercsted," I seid, drewing a copy of the Collectors!
Digest from my pocket, "in # little venture which hes now been in existence
this past three yeers or so - The 014 Boys' Book Club.,"

I exploined the whole business of the growth of our fascineting hobby
to Mr. end Mrs. “herton, snd Fronk Nugent, who were all intensely keen, and
displayed the grestest interest ond edmiration for our editors, Herbert
Leckenby end Mourice Bond, whom, they declared, hed done @ greet service
to many old hoys. ‘e continued to discuss the heppenings of the yeers
during the rest of the journey tc Lon’on, and it was with the greatest
regret thot I wetched them depart ot Peddington Stetion, en route for
Wherton Lodge in Surrey.

Lt thet »articular moment, Herry Whertcn and his wife, turned snd ceme
back along the platform.

’

"It hes just occurred to us," seid Merjcrie, '"thet next Seturdey we
ere holding a small week-end party et the Lodge. Would you cere to join usp"

"How very nice of you," I exclaimed, "I'd simply love it."
The metter wes fixed up, end once more I bade them ‘su revoir'.

That week seemed the longest I had ever known, but at long last Soturdap
dewned, end I mede my way to Wharton Lodge in Surrey. I was greeted nt the
door by Wherton end Merjorie, efter the butler had enswercd my ring.

"There ere some old Greyfriars friends here todey, seid Wherton, "end
one or two old St.Jim's men."

"This is grend," I seid, "I never thought thet I should one dey meet
my ©ld boyhcod friends."

Wharton laughed.

“Lh, here we ore," he said, os we entered the besutiful old lounge
hall, with its messive fireplace end ancient beams, A groun of ~»eople
were athered there drinking cockteils, and we moved towerds them.

"This," said Wherton, ss he introduced o tell feir msn with o fresh
healthy complexion and laughing blue eyes, "is Tom Merry, laote of St.Jim's.'

We shook hends wermly.
"One of my boyhcod heroes, sir," I seid, and Merry lsughed hecartily.
"Used to read cbout us in the Gem, I suppose," he soid.

"For years," I replied.
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""Yell, here erc one or two more," leughed Wherton, "Remember old
Figgy? Mr, George Figgins,"

"George Figgine,” I seid, "Well - well = welll"
Yes, ther: he was, tell, athletic, rugged end bronzed.

"This is my wife," he seid, end a tell, derk, greceful women smiled
in o fricndly wey.

"You mey remember her as Cousin Iithel," seid Figgins.

"I dc indeed," I seid wermly, "To me, ot onc time, you were part and
percel of the Gem."

"Remember Smithy?" osked Wherton. 'Well, horc he isl"

Yes, therc hc wes! Smithy! The Bounder! Cool, celm, still
slightly serdonic. Herbert Vernon-Smith! Beautifully dressed, slightly
beld, age'about 52.

We moved on, v

"Tom Redwing," seid Whorton, es he introduced me to a clear-eyed,
hronzed, navel officer.

"You mede the see your cereer?" I esked, ond Cepteain Redwing smiled.
"Yes," he said, "In the bluod, you know,"
"Ah," said Wherton, "Here's on old friend, TLord Meuleverer."

Hi. lordship smiled cheerily, the seme lezy grin I knew ycers and
yeors ago.  Perfectly groomed, Mruly surveyed the scene through those
lazy blue eyes.

.

The lest n.rson t. whom I wes introduced presented o slight surprise
to me, es, until Wharton mentioned his nime, I couldn't link him with any
Groyfriars or St. Jim's cherecter of the old deys,

"Velentine Mornington," seid Wharton, "end thet's the lot!i"

Tall, slim, immeculate, old Morny shook hends. The gencrel discus-
sion had slipped round to the pust, when these pcople with scores of other
famous nones hed lived with us week by week in the peges of the Compenion
Papers .,

"Loter on todey," seid Wherton, "we ere cxpecting some more old friends
from Greyfriers end elsewhecroc., Neturally we heve lost touch over thc years
with many of them, but it's rerlly surnrising how meny of the old school
men are still coming elon:: cn occesions such es this."

"Tell, this is certeinly o great day for mec," I commented. "I little
expected thet when I Woarded thet train at Bristol the other day, I was
kicking off on en adventurelike this,."

Marjorie smiled.

"Bob Cherry's coming along leter," she seid., "In fact, he ought to
be here any minute now,"

"Grend!" exclaimed Meuly. "Heven't seen old Bob for yeears."
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The door opened, and the butler enncunced - "Mr. Cherry."

Merjorie moved forwerd tou greet the newcomer. Yes, thore he wes .
Still good-looking. The srme boyish fece, with the fair heir e little
thinner, ¢nd probebly o little grey round the temples - but still the Boh
Cherry I remembered ycars ogo.

"So nice to see you. Bob," seid Merjorie, "I think you know almost
everybody "

And Bob went round, end there were cordiel hendshnkes from everyone,
myself included.

"I knew you years o8go, Sir," I seid. "When you were in the Greyfriers
Remcve M

"fh, heppy days," seid Bob his bronzed fece lighting up. "“I'd give
quids to be there sgaini"

"Sume of the heappiest deys of my life, too, I essure you," I seid.:
wir, Frenk Richards! records of your schooldsys will surely live for ever,'

"Yes, o grend fellow," seid Bob, "but to him I shall alweye be Bob
Cherry of the Removel"

"nd you will be to me," I onswered, and Bob gmiled.,

Further errivels come in at this juncture, snd I was soon being
introduced to Mr. George Hobson, late of the Shell et Greyfriers School,
yr. George Frencis Kerr, of the New House nt St.Jim's, and o somewhat
portly gentlemen, wh. eventuelly turned out to be Mr. David Wymn, lete of
St.Jim's, Kerr loter on ruverled to me that he wes a privete detective
w.rking in London, whose skilled services were frequently preveiled upon
by Scotland Yerd, end old Fotty Wynn wes e tener of considerable repute-
tion with a leading cpere company, end e frequent broedcester whose neme
I had often seen, but never sssocieted with the Fetty Wynn of the old
deys. Conversetions were going on throughout the room, mainly recalling
the happy times et Greyfriars, St.Jim's, ond Rookwood. Two other new-
comers errived at this juncture, rnd I must confess thet I could not
immedietely ploce them, elthough there did sceem to be something veguely
femilier,

"Mr., Cecil Ponsonby, ¢nd Mr, Frank Courtency," ennounced the butler.

Ponl! Well, well, welll!

Tell, derk, good-luoking, there stuod the old leader of the smart
set ot Highceliffe!  foparently the rmeient feuds with the Femous Five

were things of the pest, end the fect thet Courtenecy was with him sug-
gested that he t o wes now 2 friend of Ponsonby.

"Hello, hello, hellol ™ 014 poni" beomed o cheery voice, end Bob Cherry
and Pon shook hends wermly.

"How's the gee's?" esked Bob, end Pon smiled.

"Not toc bad, Bok," enswered Pon, end it turned out that Pon ren
lerge rocing stables in Derkshire.
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Courtensy end Wharton were soon engaged in deep conversetion, ond
it wes obvious that their cld friendship had never declined.,

It was good, too, to see Figgy ond Cou. tenmed up rgein, with o
delighted Tom Merry telking over old times.

"I am sure," scid '/harton, "you will ell be mcst interested in the
news that there exists quite a considereble group of people, mostly 'old
boys', whose hobby in life¢ eppeers to be the collection of 0ld boys! books."

Once more I explained the purpose of the Collectors' Cirecle, the 01d
Boys' B.ok Club, the formation of the monthly 'Collectcrs' Digest', the
'Annuel', the correspondence, snd ell the other delightful things connceted
with the hobby.

"I remember," soid Smithy thoughtfully pulling ot his pipe, "seeing
gomething somewherc in e peoper edvertising sn exhibition concerned with the
Magnet or Gem or something "

I explained the Islington show, the hard work put into it by
Mr. Leonard Packmrm and meny others,

"These blokes," drewled Meuly, "do this for the fun of the thing?"
"Quite," I seid, "It reminds them of the hoppy deys of their boyhood "

"hnd they were, too," remerked Mornington, "despite my variences of
opinion with Mr., Jemes Silver end Co, from time to timel"

There was & laugh,
"Ind mine, too," grinned the Bounder, "with our respected hostl"
"Hal Hel Het"

The whole thing wes Wecoming like e page from the Magnet. The door
would surely open soon, and & fat shining face surmounted by e pair of
vest spectacles would insinuete itself into the room, ~nd o fot voice
would excleims -

"I sey, you fellows —-|"

- You will probably say to yourself on reading this thet this didn't
really happen. The whole thing is shcer fentasy. An account of e
dreem, Well, ycu would be wrong.

Lsk Herbert Leckenby!

THE INVENTION LIBRARY
Notes: - Published by Aldine Publishing Co. Third Series. 12 issues only .

1, Frank Reaede on Government Services 2, Frank Reede's iir Yachtg

3, Frank Reade in the Desert; 4, Frenk Reade on the Polar Seasy 5, Frank
Reede's Preirie Coach; 6, Frank Leade's "ater Plane; 7, Fronk Lende Among
the Mormons; 8, Frenk Reade's Nevel Bottley 9, Frenk Reede smnd the Outlawsf
10, Frank Reade in Siberie; 11, Frenk Rcade's Isle of Diemonds; 12, Frank

Reade's New Submerine.
—~Q=0=0=
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The Rige &Fall of the Boys Friend

4d. serics Jen, 29, 1895-Junc 8, 1901 - 332 numbers:
1d. series, June 15,1901-De¢.31, 1927 - 1385 numbers.
Totals 1717

By Herwert Leckenby

With the lest dey of December, 1927, died olso the "Boys!' Friend",
The dewn of 2 new yeer would find no "Green'Un" for the first time for 32
yeers. It wes to some e melencholy event, the end of sn ers, not so much
perheps to those of the younger generstion as to those of a» more meture age
who remembered it with kindly rcgerd for the pleasure it gave them when it
was king of boys' pepers. It must be admitted that the youth of 1927 did
not hold it in as high estcem ss those whe went to school in Diemond Jubilce
yeer or the deys when Bdwerd the Seventh reigned. If it hed been so it
would not have pessed into the shadows with the last hours of 1927.

True, it wes stated with thet final issue, N©.1385, second series, thet
it wes to be incorporsted with thet "reelly live boys' weekly !'The Triumph'.'
But thet wes only e qulbble, sheer snti-climex. The veteren, king for
yeers, merged with & mere stripling. There was pathos in it, like & once
vigorous, healthy men, now sick unto deeth, finding » home with ¢ grendson
for his few remeining days.

For better if those responsible had seid frankly, "This is the last
issue of the 'Boys' Friend*. It has outlived its popularity, so it dies
: today "

If I eppeer sentimentel ebout its pessing, I have the excuse thet I
had known it since its humble helfpenny days end had not completely lost -
touch with it until the very end, though in its later yeers I bought it
more for old times seke then for eny interest in its stories. However,
having given vent to those sighs, I hed better get down to the story in
its proper order.

The first number eppeered Jenuary 29th, 1895, end it ren o month short
of 33 years. It wes a long life, ond of papers relying meinly on seriels
only Brett's Boys of Englend lasted longers; end toking boys'! weeklies of
all types, only the Union Jack in eddition. Iven the Gem fell short by
six weeks.

No.1l was certeinly good velue for money, for it wes e "double number",
16 peges, ebcut 14 inches by 11, snd the price only # halfpemny. The
front page hed the opening instelment of 'The Scepegroce of Swishsll School"
by Cloude Heethcote. There were two other series, "Hel Dering, the Wonder
King" by Captein Herry inthondyke, end "The Young Ceptein'". This wes
written enonymously but there is reason to believe it wes by Arthur S.
Herdy. His neme wes found in this wey. Towerds the end of the #d.series
there was & scriel, "The Outcests". This tco bore no author's neme, dbut
some time later, in the penny series, stories credited to Arthur S. Herdy
also stated, euthor of "The Outcasts", ctc.

There were numerous short stories end erticles, and o curiosity wes
a large sketch of & Wenevolent-looking gentlemen with a flowing moustache
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and considereble beerd, steted to be thé editor. It was revesled leter,
however, that he relinquished the cheir before the first issue wes published
which must be something of a records There's not much doubt Robert
Homilton Edwerds, destined to become the most femous of all editors of boys!
pepers, was somewhere about, for the editorinl chat wes suspiciously like
his style.

Another striking feeture of that historic number one was headed: -
"The Penny Dreadful ond the Scoundrels who Write it." It ran to two
columns., It was devasteting, the writer had dipped his pen in vinegar
with @ vengeence. Here's @& typical sentence or two.

"Let us picture the unfortunate, misersble wretches who pen the stories
As a rul: they ore drunken, soddened creetures whose lives have been one
long uvnbroken story of feilure. They write in the common kitchen of a
cheap lodging house, or eny plece where @ rickety teble can be found, al-
though the ‘head of & beer cask is often sufficient. ny peper will do,
the backs of o0ld hendbills, or the wrepping popcer of tradesmen.'

The prper got off to » guod stort on its declrred mission of killing th
penny, dreadful:  iles! herd is the lot of the reformer. Quite often in
the years to come the Boys' Friend itsclf wes to be brended es a "penny
dreadful" . It wes 21l nonsense, of course, but there it was, I well
remember the fury of Hemilton Edwerds esrly in the penny deys of the paper
over & case 8t Newcastle. A hoy eppeered in the police court cherged with
brealing into a esefe. The "Boys' Friend" was found in his pocket, end the
maginstrate blamed it for his downfell. Hamilton ldwards raved about it .
in his editoriel column, end wes not content until he got the fathcr to
cign o stetement that he had examined e copy of the Boys' Friend, considcred
it quite a good peper, e1.d in no wey responsible for his son's folly. p
However, to get back to the helfpenny deys.

.n ertist whosc work cen be seen in the VEry cerly numbers was that
of T, W, Holmes. He was to be kept busy on the Boys' Fricnd and meny
other papers for a greet meny years.

In No,22 sterted the first seriel by Regineld VWray (W.B. Home-Gall).
It wos entitled "The Three R's", He, too, was to become & regulnr.

With 0.42 ceme Henry St.John (Henry St.John Cooner, brother of Gladys
Cooper). His seriel wos "The Deys of Deshing Droke". Close on its heels
ceme "A Middy of Nelson's Dey" sterting in No.64. TFor nearly 30 yeors he
wes one of the astar turns. Hamilton Edwards booste’ him as his best
school wtory writer, but in my opinion he wes at his best on edventure
stories like the %wo ebove mentioned. Other yorns of his in the 3d.series
were '"Up For The King", "The Boys of St.Besil's', "Bob Rédding's Schooldoys"
end "Bob Redding Afloat".

Other suthors whose work cen be found in the 4d. series were the
prolific W. Murrey Graydon, E. Heath-losken, with ¢ gran?® yern, '"The Modern
Pirste", and C. J. Mensford. /nd one well known to members of our circle,
the lote R. L. H, Gooldyear, had & story sccepted when he wes only 16.
Hemilion Edwards satisfied himself of his youthful contributor's age by
askirng the police of the town where Mr. Goodyeer thaon lived.

With the advent of the Boer ‘er, the Boys' Friend, in # spesm of
potriciic fervour, wes printed on & yellow sort of paper to represent
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khaki, but this was soon dropped. For » time, too, & double number
eppecred every other week with numerous srticles snd pictures on the con-
flict. Reginald Wrey olso wrote e seriel, '"When Britoms Fece the Foe".

Speeking of wer stories, one must not forget that prior to this,
Hemilton Edwerds himself hed written two. They were of the "imaginary
wer" type; in the first, "Britein in Arms", Frence wes the enemyj; the
second, "The Russian Foe", specks for itself. They were crude, to put it
mildly, the melodrematic keing laid on with & shovel. Nevertheless,
"Britein in Arms" gained notice in E. S. Turner's "Boys Will Be Boys", for
in it there wes a description of the invasion of France with a germ of an
idea somewhat similer to the Normandy landing forty years later.

Homilton Fdwerds wrote at least three other seriels for the %d. series,
but, truth to tell, he was & better editor than en suthor.

One other suthor who should be mentioned in connection with the #d.
series wes Sidney Drew (Edger Joyce Murrey). His first story of Ferrers
Lord, Ching Iung & Co., "Wolves of the Deep", appecared therein to be
followed by "Lion Ageinst Bear". He remained & greet fevourite for many
years, and his sfories ere much sought efter to-day.

The last of the $d. series, No.332, eppeared June 8th, 1901. During
its run of over six years it had geined & leading place among boys' weekliesq.
As & penny peper it was desfinecd to become king of them oll,

The Second Series

Though neerly 50 yeers heve pessed, I cen still remember the thrill
» I got es I gazed at the front page of No.l of the 1ld. Boys' Fricnd, on &
morning in June, 1901. Even if I hed never had o copy in my possession
since I should still be eble to see thet exciting railway scene drewn by
the inimiteble hand of Arthur Clarke for the first instalment of Mexwell
Scott's Neison Lee story, "Birds of Prey". Though several stories of the
detective who wes to become o close rival in populerity to Sexton Bleke had
appeered in verious papers, including the %d. Boys' Friend, this was the
first seriel, oand though Mexwell Scott wrote meny fine ones in later years,
he never wrote a better.

Another scriel was "Through Thick snd Thin" by .llen Blair. This wes
his first serisl, He was destined to be writin: them for years. After
two or three instelments the title of this story was chenged to "The Boys
of Repley College' beceuse one called "Through Thick and Thin" h~2d been
published in book form. Four other scriels were cerried on from the
4d. series. There wes e long complete story, "The Boy Jockey", by
A. S. Herdy, the editor's pege, and ¢ half psge "History of the Boys'
Friend", Altogether, jolly good fere. R Hemilton Ndwerds' name
appeared on the front page a2s editor, but this wes dropped with No,5.

apart from the fect that the coming of such & paper was quite en
event in the life of @& toy in the first year of the 20th century, I have
gdditional reasons to remember that No.l, end perhaps the telling of it
will not be out of place.

In that June of 1901 I happened to be awey from school, as » younger
brother, bless him, had contracted meessles, so I was packed off to an
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uncle's form in South Yorkshire for e week or so. Uncle Bob was a burly,
genial soul, e typicel men of the lend, but steying th.re, too, was Uncle
Will, end he wes e streit-leced sort of bloke though the youngcrof the two.
One day my two uncles, & cousin, and myself set off in e trap (or some
vehicle pulled by o horse) to o market town some six miles ewsy. Arriving
there, my uncles went off to the merket, snd my cousin end I explored the
town. I mede & bee-line for the first newsegent's, for I had Been impatient
ly eweiting the coming of the new Boys' Friend. To my delight I secured @
copy, also one of "True Blue". On rejoining the uncles I tucked the prpers
away, but on the homeward journcy I could not resist bringing them to light
agein.,  Suddenly Uncle Will, seated in front, turned round snd said "That
have you got there? Let's see." He took them from my hanid, glenced
through them, snd then to my fury end dismey, tore them across end across
and flung the picces over the side of the trep. "You mustn't read thet
sort of tresh," he said. "I know your fether wouldn't ollow it." I turned
and looked back with & gulp to see the green remnents of the Boys' Friend
mingling with the multi-coloured cover of True Blue fluttering olong that
country 1lene. For the rest of the journey I sat scowling at the beck of
my“uncle!s neck. If looks could have killed,Uncle Will would never have

- got beck to the ferm alive. There wes silence except for the clip clip

clopperty-clop of the horses' hooves. ILeter in the dey, Uncle "ill

pulled me wp in the gerden. "How much did you sp.nd on those wrotched
papers?" he esked. "Tuppence" I mumbled. He put hie hen? in his pocket,
then honded over that sum., 'Well, there you ere,'" he said, "~nd for good- *
ness sake spend it on something more sensible." I grunted somecthing, then
put the coins in my left hend trousers pocket.

i few deys leter my holidey ended. Back in my home town egoin, tho
ncerest newsegents to the stetion was my objective. Honging in the window
was Boys' Friend No.2. I dived inside end found to my delight thet they
still hed g copy of No.l. I still had 2 copper or two in my normal pocket,
hut maliciously iy hend went down into my left hend one, withdrew Uncle
Will's twopence, exchenged it for the two pancrs, ond set off for home
light-heartedly ond weering a wicked grin, 'ell, I was just an averege
boy, and to hove & ocopy of o brond new poper torn to shreds wes a heort-
breoking experience for one in the deys when ¢ copper coin was wesalth.

From that day on for meny yeers the Boys' Friend reigned supreme.,
Seriel followed seriel, invariably four cpperred =t once.the make-up
changing little. - Quixotic #s he may heve bheen, there's no dcubt Humilton
Edwards was & shrewd business men., For one thing, he believed in boosting
his euthors for o1l he wes worth. 4 new serial sterting in three weeks
time was to be '"by clever Henry St.John"s "a grest new Nelson Lee story by
femous Mexwell Scott is coming" was splashed 211 over the pages. It wes
e policy which peid. Boys-hed their favourites ond devoured all the
informetion they could ebout them. How different the papers which remain
to-day. where. the suthor's neme, if it eppcers at ell, is Just o line of
type.

nother preiseworthy feature of the Boys' Friend was the concise
"gummery of preceding chepters". This enabled & new resder to pick up
the thrcads of . a seriol quite cesily. This wes something thet hed been
lpcking in most of the earlier pepers concentrating on serials. R.J.Brett's
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journals, for instence, seldom,if ever, did it. Great events, too,
especiclly in the eorly deys of the 1d. "Green'Un" were the double numbers,
for they consisted of 28 puges enclosed in e gorgeous coloured cover, How
we used to look forwerd to them, we who were boys in the century's first
decade, especinlly the Christmes one. What glorious fere it offcred to be
read over & cosy fire when the nights were long. After o while, however,
the covers were dropped. No.184 wes the first double number to appeer
without one. It hed 32 peges, but leter they had only 28, which didn't
geem quite feir.

Yeers later, in 1915, four numkters in succession hed coloured covers,
but they were not double nunbers. In Jenuery 1916 avpesred the 21st
Anniversery Number, also with cover in colours, #nd agein st Christmas of
the seme yecoar. Then they were scen no more.

Returning to the eerly deys one must note No.l05, for in it sterted
the first serisl by Devid Goodwin (rerl neme Sidney Gowing); he wns to be
kept busy for meny ycers to come. Opinions differ, but in mine he wes
the first of ©ll the euthors under Hemilton Edwerds' bonner. This first
story was entitled "The Boy Berge-owners'". TWhen I first sew it ennounced
I was not impressed, but I soon changed my mind, for it wes full of thrills
from stert %o finish. Followed stories of ell types, school, historiceal,
mill life, and of the modern navy. Two of the letter, "Mildies of the
Fearless" and "The Fool of the Nevy" were ~syperb, unsurpessed in eny boy's
paéper. He was a past-moster in getting his heroes into & desperate situe-
tion at the end of an instolment; ond out of it, pleusibly, in the next.
Words flowed smoothly from his pen, &nd he wes not guilty of cliches.

David Goodwin had enother pen-name - John Tregellis. Under this he is
chiefly remembered for & number of remarkeble "wer with Germeny" storics.
The first of these, "Britein Invaded" appecred in 1906, end it hed two
sequels, "Britein at Bay" and "Britein's Revenge". Combined, thcse
stories ren just two ycers end thuy were vividly illustreted by "Vel',

The opening scenes of "Britein Invaded" described the inspection of
a school codet corps by Field Marshell Lord Roberts, who at the time wes
werning the country of the peril to come. It is interesting to note that
the school was celled - Greyfriers, but nothing o do with the one which
8till lives to-doy. Suddenly the Gormen Fleet oppeored snd the wer wes
on. Thc heroes of the story, Sem and Stephen Villiers, boldly defied the
invaders, and did considereble demege with o lone Mexim gun. No eirplenes
darkened the sky in that story, for thouzh the right brothers hed suceceeded
in getting e heevier than eir machine off the ground for » few seconds a
year or two earlier, Bleriot hed yet to fly the chennel. In 1912, however
three years after it had been seid Britsin wes no longer en islend, came
two more secriels from John Tregellis' pen. "Keiser or King" end "The Flying
Armada", snd the lotter story 1id foretell with o certein amount of true
prophesy whet England wes to experience o few yeers later. Still snother
story on the semc lines by the seme writer, "The Legions of the Keiser",
was actually running when the First Greot Wer broke out. It had 2 sequel,
"Under the Allies' Flag".

Yerns of this type had & grest vogue in the first decede of the century.
Lord Northeliffe didn't believe in doing things by helf - #nd two others
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which enpeared in the Boys' Friend were "Rule Britennia" by Regineld Tray,
and "The Peril to Come" which though it eppeared enonymously was written
by Sidney Drew.

"In the Service of the King", a sea yarn of Nelson's days, wes one of
the best Henry St.John ever wrote. He also contributed one school story
after enother. TFor some peculier reeson, "Kingswell College" was announced
a8 being by a "brillient new euthor" - Gordon Holme,., ‘hy, was best known
to Hemilton Edwerds, for one could recognise Henry St.John efter the first
few paragraphs.

I have it on. the best of euthority thet sometime in 1909 Arthur C.
Marshell took over the editorial cheir, ond continued to occupy it for
about three yesrs. There is an interesting circumstence about this, for
Mr. Mershall es Lrthur Brooke had been Hemilton Bdwerds' formidable rivel
when he wes editor of Peerson's pepers '"The Big Budget'" and "The Boys'
Leader". Though never es well known as thc estute Homilton Edwards,
Arthur Mortimer wes @ loveble, kindly soul, #nd his neme is still revered
by men grown grey. Lbout the semc time ceme C. Moalcolm Hincks who had
elso been with Pearsons. As Melcolm Dayle, /e wrote some splendid
scriols for the "Boys' Friend", including "The Odds Ageinst Him" end
"On: the Up Road."

Lt what time Hemilton Edwards actuelly severed his connection with
the Amalgemeted Press is uncertain, but when he did so it is snid he took
a considersble fortune with him. He later beceme quite & public figure.
He went in for the "Sport of Kings", end also with & partner took over the’
Dublin "Freemen's Journel". During the troublous days of the 1920 Irish
Rebellion he had to eppeer before & militery court charged with statements
likely to couse disaffection. He wes sentenced to six months imprison-
ment. This ceoused greet rcsentment in Englend, questions were asked in
Perliement, end within e few deys he wes releesed. All of which would
seem o fer cry from occupying the editoriel chair of a boys! peper.

He later settled down for o time in Paris, and died suddentp in
London in June 1932.

Larly in 1915 Herbert Allan Hinton took cherge of the Boys! Friend.
Up to that time under its verious editors it had chenged very little -
the seme type of story end in appeerence almost identicel with No.l, new
geries, But it seemed evident it was not so populer es it once hed been.
hnywey, Hinton mede great chenges, most of the old authors were dronped,
end with No.715, February 20th, the first Rookwood story by a, then,
mysterious Owen Conguest, appeared. These stories were destined to run
for eleven years without & bresk. Despite the fact that Rookwood was
often linked up with Greyfriers end St.Jim's, very few readers, if any,
were ewere that Owen Conquest wes actuslly Frenk Richards, or Martin
Clifford, or Charles Hemilton., Msny yecers pessed before the truth was
reveoled. 'We have got used to it, now, but it ceused o gesp of rmazement
at the time.

Undoubtelly the Rookwood stories revived, to some extent ot lcast,
the fortuncs of the pener, despite the raveges of war, incresse in price,
and reduction in size. In support were two euthors who wrote one story

56




after the other - Duncen Storm end Meurice Eversrd. Duncen Storm created
the boys of the "Bombay Cestle". They eppeered in several stories, and
are sought after to-day occasionelly, but to en old-timer ncither Duncan
Storm nor Meurice Everard were in the same street as Maxwell Scott, Henry
St.John and the others who hed mede the "Green'Un" the most successful

boys' peper in the lend. All the one time populer ertists, Vel, T.W.Holmes|,

H., M. Lewis, &nd many more clso diseppeered from its pages. Some may heve
been deed, or retired, Wut certeinly not all. Hinton, of a truth, hed
different ideas to his predeccessors.

Towards the end of 1921 Hinton Left the A.P. to start & rivel paper,
"School end Sport", the first number of which appecered in Deccmber of thet
yeer,

Hinton met with & tregic end, for he wes killed whilst getting out of
e train at Weybridge, on New Yeers' Day, 1945.

Harking back a little, on Januery 21st, 1920, appeered the 25th Birthdgy

Number. Included wes & "new" seriel - "Rodney Stone" by Arthur Conan;Doqu,
e story of the old prize-fighting days. It wes doubtless o good yarm, for-
it was populoar when first published, but & veteren who had reed the "Boys
of St.Basil's" in the $d. series, muttered to himsclf, "Renrints in the
Boys' Friend! TWhat this, the red 1light?" For yesrs scriasls in the
"Green'Un" had been re-published agein »nd sgain in other papers, but

never before had the Boys' Friend itself hed a reprint, execept maybe one

of its own complete stories., And a little later, some of P.G. Wodehouse's
yerns which had run in "The Captein" elso appeared. Good stories again,
nevertheless, it wes evident the Boys' Friend was running into stormy
waters., Still, it struggled on.

By 1926 Duncen Storm cnd Meurice Everard had gonec the way of Henry
St.John and Sidney Drew before them, The Rookwood stories, too, came to
an end, snd strenge new nomes appeared - Jemes Gordon, Russell Mallinson,
Dene Grey, Gerald M, Bowmen, Alfred Rdger, John Lence. \nother gencration}
Some of them beceme quite populer in later yesrs in other pleces, but to
this old-timer they meant nothing compared with the magic nemes of the
century's first decade. Veain longings, of course, for time must teke its
toll, except for lucky Magnetites who could pick up their fevourite peper
on eny day through thirty years, and find the world virtuslly unchanged.

Came more re rints, but not from the "clessics", instead from peapers
in the same steble - the last strew. They included "His Convict Father",
which as '"Deddy", or "The Convict Earl" had appeored in the "Jester" in
19133 "The School Bell" from "Chips", #nd the Cookey Scrubbs stories
originally in "Pluck" in 1905, and later in the "Wonder". All grend
stories these, well worth reprinting, but ah, me! how strange end pethetic
to find them in the Boys' Friend.

ind so, #8 I seid at the beginning, on the lest day of Deccmber,1927,
died the Boys' Friend ot the sge of 32. It had had .a goodly life, end
was well named, for it had brought cheer to millions c¢f boys, and is
remembered with affection still. In thet finsl number one of the stories,
"Stick It, Cowboy Ken" by Rupert Hell, was announced "to be continued in
that reelly live boys' paper, "The Triumphft."
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An Amazing bair

Some Reflectioﬁs on the "Gem" end "Megnet"

By Herbert Leckenby

Never in the whole history of boys' journalism, or eny other journel-
ism for thet metter, hos there been enythin: to compere with the "Gem"
end the "Megnet"., L few other boys' pepers have hed e longer run, but
they chenged metcrielly in contents through the yeers, whereess the "Magnet"
remeined the seme from first to lest, end the "Gem" just feiled to cleim
the same distinction.

~ The only pepers which could chellenge were the "Union Jack" end the
Nelson Lee Librery, but St.Frenk's cercer in the letter was much shorter,
ond Sexton Blake only settled down in the U,J. when it hed been in exis-
tence several yoors.

The history of whot I justly cell the emezing peir mokes o story so
fascinating that » whole Wcok could be devoted to it. I am one of those
fortunete cnough to have knowvn them from the very beginning, snd throughout
the 30 odd yeers I never completely lost touch with them down to the time
they diseppeered from the bookstells. Though deed for o deceade (or shall
we say, hopefully, in o stete of comn), the interest in them is estound-
ing, end it tends to increrse es time goes on. It is & fact thot about
80% of those who will read this Annuecl worship ot the throne of Hemiltonicy
therefore I think it will not be out of plece if I set down some of the
story as I kmow it, & little of it "from inside", in the hope that 1t will
add to the knowlcdge of particulerly the younger mcmbersof the clan who
cennot remember the eorly deys, end who heve hal no opportunity of rcading
what hes been told from time to time.

One thing which elweys intrigued me in the long ego wes - '""Tho writes
the stories?"' I weas feirly confident thet Mertin Clifford was reslly
Charles Hemilton for the reeson thet I hed reed the St.Jim's stories in
"pluck" which eppecred under his neme and it aeemed r safe bet to say the
gome mester hend was et work when the stories took residence in the "Gem".
But I wes frenkly puzzled about Fronk Richards. ven though the two
schools were often linked, I hesiteted to think Mortin Clifford end
Frank Richards were one and the seme, for the very simple resson that I
could not credit that one men could turn out stories for both pepers
regulerly, week alter week. FPurthermore, the question wes often asked
by curious rceders end fletly denied by the editor of the dey that they
were one end the same.

Then some 30 ycers ago, editor H, A, Hinton wrote his'Personsl
Recollections" in the Gem. He told theorein how he come to meet one by
one Mertin Clifford, Pronk Richards, end elso Owen Conquest. He geve
vivid deseriptions of ecch individuel, emd told how he ceme to cngage
them to write thc stories which had mede thom femous. Well, that scemed
to be thety it wes streight from the horsc's mouth. The trusting, loyel
reader could hardly sey "Ooh! Whot e fibberl" so the mystery still
remained, "Who is Frenk Richords?" end for that metter, "Who is Owen
Conquest?"
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Reveletions)

The yeors pessed on, the papers died, end then sbout eight yecars ago,
like o bolt from the blue, ceme the truth, snd the truth wes fer more
sstonishing then dreemt by eny of us who were interested. I remember et
the time I wes corresponding with friend Bill Gender on the subject when
elong ceme @ letter from thot historien of the emezing peir - John Shew,

I read the lctter and whistled in astonishment, for it told me that some
paragrephs had appeered in the London Lvening Standard revealing that
Martin Clifford's reasl neme wes Charles Hemiltonj not only thet, for
Cherles Hemilton was also Frenk Richards - end Owen Congquest, Relph Redway,
Hilde Richaerds, snd one or two others. Fie! Fie! Herbert Hinton, for
that fenciful fiction.

When I put thet letter down I regretted I could not greb the 'phone
and get through to Bill Gender. Anywey, I did the next best thing end
wrote him by eir-mail,

Well, the result of that revelation in the "Stendard" wes that
letters begen to flow into Cherles Hamilton's home in shoelsy they ceme
from all over the world, and they have continued to come ever since.
Other nowspapers and periodicals were not slow to see its news value, 80
much so thet in the yeers which have followed the Megnet and Gem have
hed more publicity then all the rest of boys' journals ever published
put together.

Needless to say, I was one of those who wrote to Frank Richards;
T'11 call him by his favourite one to simplify metters. I recall my
delight when I got his reply. I am fortunate enough to have had meny
gince. One of the first things I mentioned to him was my doubt thet
Mertin Clifford smd Frenk Richerds coull be one enl the seme beceuse T
could not credit one men writing the two stories coch week. Maybe the
man who was also Owen Conguest, Ralph Redwey and a fow other people,
smiled when he read that. Anywaey, in his reply he seid hc never got
stuck with his plots and it simply depended upon the speed with which
he could tep out the words on his typewriter.

He also told me that when he went over from the Megnet to the Gem
he was Mertin Clifford and not Frenk Richerds, he wes ot St.Jim's not
Greyfriars. One crmn quite sce this, for Herry Wharton was not simply
e carbon copy of Tom Merry. Tom was sunny-temhcred and eaey to get on
with; Herry Wharton had more feults, stubborn and sometimes unreasonable.
Bunter, leeding humorous character of one, and D'Arcy of the other were,
of course, as the poles epart. Neither hed Mr, Railton his opposite
nuwnber among the regular masters at Greyfriars.

Another question I raised in the early days of our acguaintanc: was
the Peter Pennism of the characters. He seid the question was dis-
cussed when it beceme spperent the stories looked like settling dowm to
o long run, end it wes decided the boys should not edvence from Remove
or Shell to Fifth Form, or that Doctors Locke and Holmes, vencreble
gentlemen et the very beginning, s-ould ever reach an age when they
would pess into well-cerned retirement. Thus it ceme sbout that there
spreng up in the counties of Sussex and Kent magic stretches of territory
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where time stood still, yet, perodoxically, kept pece with the world out-
side. 'ell, perhaps it's not quite true to sey time stood gtill, for

f otbell seeson followed crickets the schools closed down end their in-
hebitants stole swey for the Christmes vecetion. Then, insteed of teering
off the last page of the celander like ordinary mortels do, those in use

at Greyfriers and St.Jim's bore no yeer and were turncd basck to Jemuary
again,

I seem to remember that Monty Lowther once said in the long, long ago
that they would soon be in the Fifth, but it was not to be. The decision
to play tricks with time wes bound to leed to enomnlies, and inevitable
repetition of plote, but it wes contended that the resders! age would be
ever changing, thet ordinary boys who did grow older would reed the stories
for a few ycers, end then mekc way for their younger brothers. Probably
it was never contemplated that there were ®oys who would go on reading
them into menhood end wven middle ege. But in eny event, that wouldn't
matter, they were evidently setisfied with the stete of affeirs, or they
would not have gone on resding them,

Flight of Fency

But has it ever occurred to you what the storics might heve been
like if it had been decided to let the boys grow up? I heve thought of
the possibilities often, end believe me, it's intriguing. Some ycars
8go, in the "Story Paper Collector", I suggested some of the things that
might have happened, but lots of new chums have joined the clan since
then, so there's no harm in having spother go.

For e stert, in the storles as they werc the copteins of the schools .
never cheanged, except, on occesions, temporerily. Well, I remember in
Jack North's Wycliffe stcries e very moving description of the dey when
Ralcigh, beloved ceptein of that school, wes bid farewell, and Rewson
reigned in his stead. Cennot you picture Frank Richurds deeling with
a similer situation when Wingete's time ceme to leev. the world of school?
And, as the ycors passed on, would the stories have been any less
interesting with Herry Wharton in the study which once belonged to Wingate,
with o Jeck Carless, captein of the Remove, and o Gilbert Certer-Browne
cauelng Mr. Quelch ss much trouble as Vernon Smith once had done?

hnd, oh yes, when the First Greet War had come, whet might we have
found? laybe e story, "Mejor D'Arcy of the Guards" with e glimpse of
the lovable Gussy in the trenches, monccled snd deboneire es cver, never
turning e hair in the fece of dsnger, ond worshippcd by his men. Later,
in a story, "Speech Day et St.Jim's", with Coptein Tom Merry, D.S.O.
there olong with Lieut. Lowther of the Royel Flying Corns, and Sub-Licut.
Menners of the King's Nevee. And kindly Dr.Holmee telling how two old
boys, Cutts and Lumley-Iumley had made the supreme sacrifice. Yos, that -
would heve been a stirring yorn.

Mnother Speech Day nt Greyfiers, when peace hed come, with the 01d
Boys versus the Schooly Colonel Herry Wharton scoring a century es of
old, end "Inky" teking six for twenty-five.

Other stories are conjured up in my thoughts, Onc sey in 1925,
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"George Kerr, Detective, and the School House Mystery". Another with
Peter Todd, K.C., defending a master of Greyfriars cherged with murder.
One more where William Wibley, celebrated West ®nd actor, brings his
company to the school. Millionaire Herbert Vernon-Smith taking some of
the juniors to the South Seas in his yacht, Rose of Tnglend, and the
famous inventor and explorer, Bernard Glyn, off on a trip to Africa.with
some of the Shell of St.Jim's in his gient 'plane "King of the Skies".
Sound tempting, don't they?

But, ah yes, I can guess some of you would be thinking, "What about
Bunter? ‘here would Greyfriars have been when he had passed through the
Sixth (if one could imagine him there) and on to his father's office to
become & dud clerk?" ©Dut 1 hadn't forgotten Dunter, oh no. Sammy wes
already there when he had struggled into the Removej brother Tommy would
have arrived from lmeinto the Second, followed later at intervals by
Freddy, Teddy, Dicky and Bobby. Just fency » story in the later years.
"The Seven Bunters", the occasion a Sports Dey at Greyfriers. ‘What a
chance for C., H, Chapmen on the cover, showing Billy, fatter than ever,
and all the other Bunters gathered around the festive board.

Then,when the school had got rid of all the Bunter brothers there
might have been round sbout 1932 a story "Billy Bunter Junior", that is if
you could imagine any girl having married the Bunter we knew.

Well, there I think I will stay my flight of fancy. The subject
provides a real topic for discussion; there would heave been more scope
for plots, yet I can imagine the mejority of you saying, "Hands off our
Peter Pansl" And, well maybe I should agree with you. And now to get
back to things as they really were.

Those Substitute riters.

A few years ago a controversy raged "down under" in the official
organ of the Australian Broadcasting Corporation. It concerned -~ the
Megnet. It started off by someone declaring,as though he knew something,
that the stories were written by o syndicete and that where Frank Richards
was concerned - well, there was no such person. The challenge was taken
up by others who said there certainly wes, and that he had written all
the stories., Well, as is well known now, both sides were wrong, but he
who talked of & syndicate wes less right then those who proclaimed an
ever present Frank Richerds., For by no stretch of imagination could it
ever be said there was a regiment of writers in the seme sense as the
Sexton Blake stories. However, the alert Bill Gender entered the fray,
and put the matter in its right perspective and leter a facsimile of a
letter from Frank Richards himself clinched it.

Well, that happened in far off Australia, and it is proof of the
great interest which is taken in the subject. In last year's /Annual
we had something to say about the substitute authors, and since I have
had numerous letters and verbal requests for more information. 'Well,
if the whole inside story could be told it would make absorbing reading
indeed., For obvious reasons that cannot be, but some tit-bits have
been gleaned which there's no harm in recording. For instance, when
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did the question first arise? I'll tell you. It came about way back":
in the early days of the Gem when, in the words of Frenk Richards,

"Mertin Clifford was laid up with a severe cold". In consequence, he was
for once late in delivering & story. The editor coolly produced the
manuscript of a St.Jim's story which Frank Richards had never seen before.
The editor seid it had been written by someone else, that they had fore-
seen such a situation arising, and therefore they proposed to use the story
written by another hend. Perhaps something could be seid for the editor's
point of view, There might come a day when Frank Richards was 1aid up
with pneumonie or some other serious illness, and just as in stageland the
show must go on, so in journalism the paper must "go to bed" whatever
heppens. The editor of the time admitted the "emergency" story wes not
up to standerd, and had no scruples in asking Frank Richards to "polish"
it up a bit., Frank Richards, though naturally being a little perturbed,
good-naturedly agreed to do so, being es he gaid, "an easy-going sort of
fellow" in those deys. That first substitute story, by the way, was
written by Ernest Brindle who had done o few stories for "Pluck" and other
papers, but who wes better known as a Daily Meil war correspondent.

Well, that was that. Later, for reasons best known to the powers
that be themselves, substitute stories appeared in the Gem and Magnet
fairly frequently. Some were pathetic, bull in a china shop like efforts,
written by obscure individuals who would certainly never have earned a
living writing school stories, and the less said about them the better.
But there were others who had deservedly gained a reputation in that art.
H. Clarke Hook, son of the suthor of Jack, Sam and Pete stories, was one,
and as stated in the Annual last year, J. N. Pentelow and Ldwy Searles
Brooks were two others. Yet first class as they were ih.$hedr-own ° )
particular spheres, they were not too happy when "adopting" Greyfriars and
St.Jim's. There's nothing surprising in that., To turn to cricket for
an illustration, a successful left-arm spin bowler can hardly be expected
to suddenly try and imitate a Lerwood end get wickets. So in like
fashion, the authors I've mentioned. Pentelow's style was quite different;
he couldn't change it for the life of himy 1t was more leisurely then the
real Frank Richerds' and he loved to pause and sermonise. On the other
hand, B. S. Brooks' speed was jet-propelled, and he told me during a chat
with him, that he did not feel too happy when acting as "locum tenens",
Thus those somewhat different St.Jim's and Greyfrisrs stories.

Writing of these "substitutes" reminds one of the occasion when that
provocative critic, the late George Orwell, went astray. He wrote a
book "Inside the Whale", a section of which dealt with boys' weeklies,
mainly the Magnet and Gem. He contended that, given the data, eny Tom,
Dick or Harry could write the stories, Moreover, he elleged the stories
created class snobbery, and that religion was never mentioned. Well,
we know how far he went astray when he said anyone could write the stories.
As for snobbery, what nonsense. Thousands of school stories have been
written, and inevitably they concern what are usually termed public schools.
I cen only recall one with what used to be known as a council, or board
school setting, and that wes "The School Bell" in "Chips". As for religionm,
with all respect .to the memory of George Orwell, one cennot think it was

a subject which worried him much. Anyway . this section of Orwell's book,
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or that part of it deeling with the Gem and the Megnet, was republished
in a highbrow monthly, "Horizon", now deceased. Frank Richards was
invited to reply to it. He accepted with alacrity, and the critic met
his match; there's no shadow of doubt ebout that. In reply to Orwell's
gibe about religion, the man we know retorted that a story tntended to
entertein was not the place for such a sacred subject. Frank Richards
could haveproduced proof, too, if he had wished, that though he never
attempted to preach, his stories had done as much good in the world as
many &a sermon,

Harking back to the subsitute stories the powers that be might have
thought that their youthful readers would not detect the difference.
Whether thaet wes so or not, it is pretty safe to ssy thet e frequency of
these stories brought o decided slump in circulation, and something had
to be done. In the case of the Gem the step wes a drastic one, for they
started reprinting the stories from the very beginning. This policy
started with No.1221 and continued until 1624. It is significant that
during this run of nearly elght years, only about a score were "substitute"
stories. With No.1625 original stories started again, and from then on
to the end the creetor of the characters had the field to himself,

In the case of the Magnet the writer of No.1220, "Speedway Coker",
wes the lest understudy to receive payment for a story and from then until
that fatel day in 1940, the real Frenk Richards had a new story to tell
every week., A triumph indeed.

It scems something of o paradox that many of the most femous of the
genuine "Greyfriars" stories were those in which the school was hardly
mentioned - the vacation stories, of course, went off to distant lends.
Anyone reading these could have sworn that Frenk Richards had been o
world treveller, and knew intimately the countries he described so
vividly. You could visualise the rolling prairie, the sunlit iside in a
Southern Sea, the density of jungles, or the lights 2long the Greet White
Way. Yet I am sure I am correct in seying thet although Frank Richaxrds
had done a good deal of travelling in Burope, he had never been further
afield.s That fact makee those popular stories o1l the more remarkable.

How many of you, I wonder, knew of that exciting edventure Frank
Richards himself once cxperienced., It happened just as the lights were
going out over Burope when the Keiser struck in 1914. Our author wes
travelling in Austrie and was deteined. He thought he might os well
be doing something useful, so settled down at his typewriter to tap out
o Megnet story. The sentry, who probably had never heard of Bunter stood
at the door with fixed beyonet, eyeing him suspiciously. Presently
Frank Richards went across to one of his travelling ceses. Instently
the sentry wes across the room, with the bayonet point an inch from his
prisoner's chest, possibly thinking he was about to produce a revolver.
He gaped foolishly when Frenk Richerds held up - a poper clip. Just
fency whet a differenceit would have made to some of your lives if the
Megnct hed ended its cercer somewhere in the three hundreds insteed of at
1683! However, after a2 day or two, hc was able to proceed home and
finished the story in more congeniel surroundings.
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The Artists.

A review of these two extreordinary pepers would not be complete
without somecthing ebout the ertists, for they playcd no smell part. In
the early days of the Gem, there were severel, including Hutton Mitchell,
"yal" Reeding ond H. M. Lewis. Occasionally more than one contributed to
the seme story. It is emusing to note thet in those fer off deys Hutton
Mitchell used to portrey Mr. Reilton with a beerd. It was just as well
it diseopeared before the Keiser Wer ceme, for he would have had to shave
it off, or else join the nevy insteed of the ermy. DBy thet time, however,
R. J. Macdoneld hed been the Gem ertist for some yeers. He joined the
Royel Navel Lir Service, end Werwick Reynolds filled the breech. As old
readers of the C.D., will remember, this artist has ceused some controversy.
Some consider he wes mediocre; others, the majority probebly, that he was
trillient, @nd in o cless superior to the ususl weekly peper ertist.

However, the wer over, R. J. Macdonald returned, end others whose
work was seen occesionelly were E, E, Briscoe end C. H, Bleke. Leter
Kenneth Brooke illustreted quite e lot of stories, ond it required close
examination to distinguish between him and Mecdoneld.

A8 for the Megnet, Hutton Mitchell hed the. distinction of first

drewing Billy Bunter. He soon geve wey, however, to A, H. Clerke, .\s hos
' been steted before, Clerke died whilst actually ot work on a Greyfriars
picture. The exect time cennot be steted, but it wes probably round about
1912. C. H Chepman took over with instructions to imitete Clerke as A
closely as possible, @ tesk which he succeeded in fulfilling extraordinerilf
well., Gradually, however, he fell into his own perticuler style until
there was not the slightest similority to Clerke. Later, he was Jjoined
by Leonard Shields, end these two shored the work until the end. Here
sgein there were differences of opinion s to the merits of the two.

Leonerd Shiclds died over a yeer ago, end the size of the fortune he
left coused considereble surprise. There is resson to believe, however,
“that it did not 211 come by the eid of his pencil. C. H. Chepmen,
fortunately, is still elive, though not much of his work is scen these
days. '

I srid earlier that 807 of the members of the clan swear by the
Megnet end Gem, Of the remcining 20% a few possibly have never cven read
p Groyfriers or St.Jim's story. The others sterdfestly cleim other pepers
es their first fevourites; I om one of them myself. Yet I am sure there
will he 100% ogreement that the two papers concerned deserve the adjective
T have attached to them. Here we heve the extrsordinsry position thet ten
yeors after the pepers died we find them even more famous than they were in
1ife. Time and time egein men of the Fourth BEstete turn to them for a
heedlinc or o simile. L particulerly exciting Foothnll Lengue grme takes
plece ond instently a "Daily Lxpress' mean sey's 1t wes like Greyfriars
agrinst St.Jim's, Some prefects go on strike at o publlc gchool and we
ere told there hed been nothing like it since the doys of Horry Wherton.
Ls for Billy Bunter, well, I should think 11 the newspeper offices in
Fleet Street keep his nome "strnding", es they used to sey when I was in
the printing trede. We know that even the stately "Times" in this year
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of grace 1950 spcke with knowledge in & leader of Mr. Quelch end the unruly
members of the Greyfriarc Remove. Who would have drcemt id the dsys of

the humble 3d. Megnet, that such o thing would come to pass?

I often wonder why some astute journelist does not sce the opportunity
for a foscineting book in the remerkable history of these two papers. 'What
a chonce for Ian Mackey of the News Chronicle, with his delightful whimsical
style, for instance.

I will conclude this somewhat rembling review with #n experience of my
OWN 4 I did tell the stery quite e long time ego, but it is worth repcating,

It was & swamer's night in the height of the last war when I wended my
wey for duty in e telephone exchenge down in the bowels of the earth.
Sticking cut of nmy pocket wes o roll of Megnets end Gems with which I hoped
to while away the efter midnight hours when cells were few. The entrence
was guarded at the time by members of the Royel Military Police. On this
perticuler night the scntry wes e grim-feced, battle-scerred veteran who
had tho reputation of being @ terror to the troops. Woe betide the 'man
with 2 tunic button wndcone or his cap o little too much on one side if
Nobby spotted him whilst on petrol. However, Nobby couldn't "crime" me
even if I hed 2 bulky roll of popers protruding from my pocket, so I pulled
vp to have @ word with him, before descending into our dungeon. I saw the
red cap cyeing the roll, and ofter o while he seid, '"What's ta got there?
Owi good to resd?  Duty officer'll be coming round, en' when he's buzzed
off eh cen tok 1t eegy."

"Ilothing in your linec,. Nobby, I'm efraid," I wreplied, end rather bash-
» fully withdrew ths papcrs from my pocket. Fancy & herd-boiled blighter
like Nobby being interested in the Gem! The top one happened to be that
last biuc-covered {or should it be green?) one, "Under Gussy's Protection".
Nobby looked et it; then, to my surprise end smusement, he exclaimed,
"Well, I'1) he -~ oléd Gussy! Where the — did you get that?" = He grebbed
iv, ond held 1t ot erms length with both hends. A broed grin sorerd over
his tece, his oyes twinkled, he wes trensformed, the troops wouldn't have
recognised him. he wes a boy agein. "Myell, well, .Ah never thought ih'd
see Cuigy egein, Thy, ih remember buying this very number not long before
Ah jeined up in U'last —— war.," Just then e mate of his came along,
looked ¢t Nebby end said, "Whot's up, Nobby? You seem plessed with your-
self,"  Then he canght sight of the papery '"Whet! +the-old Geml Tom
Merxy & Col" he cxclaimed, surprise in his voice, "You snother old reader?"
I queried, feeling pleased with myself. "By gum, yes," seid the second
redcap.- "though T liked old Bunter in the Mognet best." I hended a red-
cover over and enother millitery policeman started grinning. = Then to the
acconpaniment of cordiel good-nights I pessed on to duty.

l2ter in the evening I went up for & breether. - As I reeched the top
of the stveps I heaxd a chuckle. There in the dusk seeted on a-low wall,
wos Nobty, the tough gur, the holy terror, & blissful smile on his ususlly
storn countenance, *the Gem within on inch of his nose. Further olong the
well wos his felliow rcd-cop engrossed in the escepsdes of Billy Bunter.
Of a truthy @ sight. for the gode. -
After theat T 1léat the pair quite # number of Gems and Megnets until
they were pested to another stetion.
Yea,; verily, as I seid at the beginning, en emezing peir, the Gem
and tho Megnet ,
SRR, - . 6 5 Sl




The Paper of o Thousand Tieills

by C.J.Parratt

During the lote nineteen-twenties, detective stories became very
populer. The Amolgrmoted Press olrendy had the "Union Jack", but there
wos the stigme of "Boys' Yook" sbout it. Adulis were reluctant to be seen
buying e twopenny blood, so, to overcome this reluctence, it was decided to
~ reise the stetus of twopenny tooks by issuing & new onc cnlled "The Thriller

This peper wes intended for the grown-up population snd would have the best
authors writing for it.

In those desys, the best mystery writer wes Wdger Wellace. He was
supreme, There was none¢ to equal him for sheer brillience end, to this
dey, his books sre still greetest of them 211, He wes asked to write for
the new paper end on Saturday, Februery 9th 1929, the "Thriller" wns born,
It ceused quite o sensetion as Edger Wellece had written "Red Aces" to
leaunch the new venture. The story wes the first of many featuring
Mr. J. G. Reeder, the detective who is now known to millions. The cover
end inside illustrations were by Arthur Jones, who did meny of the "Nelson
Lee" covers. He created such e feeling of mystery snd suspense by his
finéd work thet when other ertists werc invited to try their hend, the
stories appeered to lose in quelity.

Ls the weeks went by, the list of euthors wes supplenented by favour-

ite nemes from the "Union Jeck". No.5 wes written by Anthony Skene,
closely followed by Gwyn Evens the w.ek efter. The quelity of the stories
wes good end other nemes were edded by means of & serial. Onc noteble

writer being lgetha Christie.

L very fine schievement wes number 322, when the story of the famous
mystery pley "Ten Minute Alibi" wes printed.

Ainother copy of specicl interest to us is number 389, "The Lest
Journey" by J. Jefferson Ferjeon. This story had been made into o f£ilm
end some of the actuel photogrophs were printed. Our interecst is in seceing
a distinguished fellow collecctor in @ leading part. I rofer to that great
character sctor Frenk Pettingell, whose picturc comes out very well on

pages 51, 59, 61.

The stories were kept well up to standerd until, neer the end, No.579
gsaw the title eltered to the "Wer Thrillexr. This lasted until No.589,
which was the last to be issued.

Apert from the main story ond serial there were various other articles
from time to time. Crime puzzles were very populer snd so was the guide
to football form which consisted of e fixturc list end forecast for the
following Seturdey's matches, with the corresvonding results for the
previous two seesons.

In No,311, # very interecsting sleng list wes published ond later on
there appeared en informetion buresu. This invited resders to send in
queries on any subject. One typicel question wos -- Is there a simple
and speedy way of testing for bloodsteins? -- The sanswer to this was --
There are four methods: 1. The Benzidene test;  2JMicroscopic test
(for fresh stoins)s 3, Heemetin crystel tcst; 4.Spectroscopic test.
The questions kept quite o high standerd.
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Then there was en erticle by Richard Enright, ex-police chief of New
York, This wes followed later by "Making it hot for the criminal",
written by Jeen Chiesppe, prefect of police in Paris.

No.525 is of interest as it gives us Sexton Blake. This was brought
about by the took '"Wild West" which ceased publicetion end left two scrials
to .be finished in the "Thriller". :The Sexton Blake story called "The
treil of the missing million", wes e typicel cowboy yarn set in Colorado.
This came to an end in No.529.

The one mistake thet seemed hard to credit, was a picture. The
ception underneeth reed, "The two crooks cerried the trunk to the texi,"
and nbove wes a picture of o ven with the rear doors open. Apart from
this, the "Thriller" wes very good.

Looking back over the years, I think thet No.452 dated October 2nd
1937 is worthy of menticn. In conteins en edvertisement for 'Answers"
showing the mein article to be "There will be no wer." This unfortunate
prophecy weg by none other than George Bernard Shaw.

The Amelgemeted Press mey feel proud of the "Thriller" and could do
meny worse things then to republish it -~ thet is, if they cen find authors
good enough to keep up the stenderd set by the old timers.

e e, e S e . Bt

The list following is o complete record of 211 who wrote for the
"Thriller". Both long end short stories have been clessed together.
Scerials consisting of true stories of femous criminels heve been tabulated
» as articles. One for each story, e.g. Phyllis lewis. Several articles
have no author's neme, so it hes been impossible to classify them. TBhey
have Tcen omitted.

Stories.|Seri- |Arti- Stories.|Seri-| Arti-~
als cles als cles

AD/MS ., Hereld Drayson,| - - i -~ |CH RTERIS. Leslis, 35 3 -
ALLINGH.M. Merjorie, i - - |CHESTER. Gilbert, 1 - -
AMES, D, L. 5 - - |CHEYNEY . Peter, 1 1 -
ANDREVS, John, 1 - - |CHIABPE. Jeen, - - 1
ARMSTHONG , Anthony, - helf | - |CHRISTIE. hgethe,l 3 - -
~RNOLD. Fenton, 1 - - |CLARK. Geoffrey H, - - 2
LSCOMT . John, 1 - = I0LEVELY. Ragh, 26 1 -

CLIFFORD. Rcad, i - -
BARRY . Gereld, - i - COXE. George Hp\rmon,2 - -
BL.CK. Ledbroke 155 - |CREASEY. John, 4 - -
j“ﬁ’ izicey’ f’ p "~ |pANITL. Rolend, L I -

AL [} ) w i

H000H, Ohristophar By —oifiy o (RATIS.Fredepd 68 O B <
BOWMAN. G. M. 6 pit =3 DL‘/SO:N. Hugh, 1 i -
BR.MPTON. Peter, 0 o _  |DICKSON.Grierson,| 3 - -
BRANDON. John G, 57 1 5 |DILNOT. George, 8 6 -
BRAND . Mex, 3 " _  |DIX. Maurice bi 2 - -
BRISB.ANE. Coutts, 2 - | - |[POUHNAITE, L.C. | 26 | 1 o
BRCOKS, E. S. 1 2 i gg}\]ngMﬁml; Jghn},) 12 o 4
el > & & + Murdoch, % 2
BT 24 . DUNN. J. Allen, S0P -




Stories.|Seri-|Arti+ Stories{ Seri-|Arti-
e - els,. |cles ols, [cles
EDWARDS . Welter, 8 - - |NEWION. Dougles 9 - -
ELSTON. Allen Veughon v - - |NIKLSON. Vernon, ‘i - -
ENRIGHT . Richerd, bt e 2 1 |NORDHOFF. Cherles, | - |®half | -
ESSEX. Richerd, 12 ) -
EVANS . Gwyn, 6 4 - |OPPENHRIM,®,Phillips, 2 - -
FAIRLIE. Gererd, 2. 1 @ - | PARONS. nthony, oo 3 =
FARJEON.J .Jefferson, 2 - - PER(TH\E, Borry, 23 1 oy
. PLUMMER. T.\rthur, 1 & i
GANPAT 2 = = [PRICE. Evedne, e i
GERRARD. Frencis, 8 5 =
GRAEME. Bruce, L 2 B - |QUIROLE. Pierre, 3 & _
GRANT . Mexwell, 15 4 - .
 GR.Y. Berkeley, 29 o i RICHJRDSON. Flavia, i - -
GRIBBLE, Leonerd, 1 & _ | ROBINS. Fenton, 4 = e
GUNN. Victor, 4 i _ | ROCHISTER. George Te 5 2 -
GURDON. J.E. 1 * _ | ROHMER. Sex, = 1 »
Y : RONLID, Jomes, 6 - &
HALL., Jemes Normen x®Helf SCHISGALL. Oscoer, 3 - -
HAMILTON. Murrey, 1 = - | SCOTLAND. Kennedy, 1 e b
HIMMETT . Deshiel, ) - | SEADROOK. Williem B. - | 1 -
H.(LRDINGE. Rex, 1 = - SEAMARK . 1 i o
HATTON. Hector, « B R - |SH.W. Fronk H. B ol
HOIT . Henry, 2 - - | SHW. Herbert, - | helf| -
JOPKINS . R.Thurston, - - 1l | sINB.D. P o -
HORLER. Sidney, 2 SKENE. Anthony, 16| - -,
HOYS. Dudley, ok R - | SNRLL. Tdmund, vyl "
HUDDLESTONE . John, i - - | STU.RT. Doneld, 3 o 3
HUME. Dovid, 12 | = - | SULIIVAN.%dwerd D. | -| 1 -
HUNTER. John, 311 1 - | SYIVERSTER. John, B "
JACKSON. lewis, Sty W7 & L TEYIOR . Wric, | 1 8 1
JARDINE., Wearwick, 4 | - - | TRED. G. H. 14 - -
JOHNS . Ceptein W.E. 10:47:2 - | TENCH. C. V, 1 - -
TYRER. Welter, 3 - %
KING. Freni, 5 ke = | VIRTR. Gerald, 4 by 4
LANDON. Hermen, 2 1 - VIC%{T_’RS ",,T.{‘ny . 2 i
IEROUX . Gaston, & 1 : VICKERY .7illism D, i - -
LEWIS. Jeck, -1 - | WALL .CE. Brien Edger. 3 - e
IEWIS. Philip, - 1 - | WALL/CE, Cerlton. - 1 -
TWIS. Phyllis, 1 6 B | WALL.CE, Edgar, 35 - -
LYNDON. Barre, 2 - —~ | VATSON., Spencer. - i -
MACLEOD . .dem Gordon, 2 - X :{‘!JiIT‘F‘.I>!CA)Hﬁ)‘T'J.’J\x.'ch. - 1 ok
MLCLEOD. Walter, <ot S i B L el 1 il W
MAKIN » Williem J, 1 ¥ ot ‘JV'_[;I\.',D_)UILY- Berold, 2 - -
MILLS. M.E.  J T L ’.‘-'/UQ‘]). Andrew, 1 - -
MORLAND . Nigel, L T B ks N ddps el
M RTON. Paul, v bl - | WYYNION. Petrick, D r
MUNDY . Tolbot 1 - £
MURR.Y . Robert, 1 AT e YORI.. Forrison, . 1



Fun. ar School

An Entertoining end Instructive Quiz

besed on the peracnslities comnécted with
St.Frank!s, Greyfriars, S5t. Jim's, and Rookwood

Compiled by J. P, Wood

1. Here's an easy one to test your sense of colour! Which teams play in
the following colours: Dlue end whitej; red and white; green and purple;
blue and red; green and gold; bleck and orangey mauve end yellows :
blue and gold?

2. Easy? Here's & more difficult one, then. %Who would I get if I reng:
Rylcombe 1013 Latchum 1223 Bennington 633 Chelsea 99883 Courtfield 66;
Mayfair 00991 ?

3+ Sorry you've been tr-r-r-oubled! Still on the 'phone -~ "hat numbers
would I ask for to get Gibbons, the Bennington grocer; the Ring Pavilion,
Helmsfords the Pine Hill Nursing Home; Nelson Lee (Greys Inn Road)j

the Head of St.Frenk'sy Dr. Locke; the Grepes Hotel, Bennington?

4. Having received no reply end recovered our twopences, who are the
villege "coppers" at Coombe, Frisrdale, Bellton end Rylcombe?

5. Fill in the blank speces: George - - Derrelly Herbert - Langtons
Arthur - St.Legery George - Wingetes; Arthur - Cearney Gerald - Loder;
'Horace - Hackery Algernon -~ Ceppery Herbert - lauleverersy /Alonzo - -
Toddy Peter - Todd; Herbert - Vernon-Smith.

6. The four school porters are? The tuck-shop keepers?

T. Who were, The Lizard; The Serpent; The Owly The Outsider: The
Bounder?

8. Whet's in e neme; Full nemes of: Semuel - Bunter; George — Gattys
Percival - Peget; Robert — Smith (minor)s; Percy - Mooneys Merk - Carthews
Hdolphus Smythe.

9. What have the following in common: Toby, Tubbs, Trotter, Spratt?
Koumi Reo, Hurree Jamset Rem Singh, Hussi Lel Khen? Ducas, Capper,
Pycreft, Bootles, Latham?

10. 'Under whet nomes were the following better knowms:
Clarence hugustus Jerome Merchenty Hubert Alaric Cavendishjg
Richard Rossiterj Spencer Fitzhugh Cembridge?

11, Three newcomers to Greyfriers "spoofed" the Remove as to their
cricketing ebility. Who were they?

12, As Dr. Arnold wes to Rugby, so were ---— to Greyfriars, and

———= t0 St. Jim's respectively.

Answers on Page 107
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Sextorn. DPlake ard () 3/_5_3_[]:

By H. Meurice Bond

In e story narreted by himself in 1929, Scxton Blake esked his readers
to remember that he wos not o supermen. "T heve," he seid, "only one life.
A bullet through heed or heart effectively writes 'Finis' to even the most
exelted of human edventures; end, elthough I have accustomed myself to
regord that fect with complacency, I »nm not anxious to have it demonstreted.

This statement by the detective, through the medium of the pen of
Mr, Anthony Skene, expleins why he hes been my favourite character of
fiction for over twenty yeors. Although knowing him to be en imaginary
figure, I have elways held him high in my estimation as » kind and humen
men, The breothless escepes and heirsbreedth sdventures depicted by the
meény euthors through the years, have never made Blake scem an impossible
character in my eyes, beceuse he has rlways hed those humen treits which
we 811 look for in the ideel person. His reaction to domustic troublcs
at his Baker Street home; his regerd, ond even love, for hie roaistant
Tinker; such things =8 these ere made menifest to the kcen student Of the
sleuth, end many writers in the pest have concentroted on them~9ndwwoven
them into their plots.

Picture Bleke then, firstly os e humen being, with all the feults
‘thereby inherited. His cholce had been, efter graduestion, to become e
doctor or an essociated profession, but he was so intent upon the ‘study
of eriminel psychology thet it eventually outweighed his other smbitions,
end he became the relentless menhunter with whom we to-day, and our fathers
before us, heve become so familier.

Lt verious times during his cercer es o fictionel detective, Sexton
Blake has had meny personal problems every bit es intriguing as any of his
ceses, #nd these heve boun revealed to us in such » wey es to convince the
reader thet the criminologist wes indeed o reel living ®eing, et least
that is how they affected me. His love for Yvonne Cartier, his anxiety
for the wayward Nigel Bleke, these sre examples of some of the meny per-
gonel incidents introduced into the plots of the meny stories, end I will
go ag far as to say thet such interesting little privete mattors were more
then enything else, responsible for my ultimate choice of Bleke re my
fevourite fictionsl charecter., His adventures and compeigns against
orgenised crime haye, of coursec, interested me greatly, but when an euthor
hos made an error, in referring, for instence, to the detective's habits, ©
I have felt very perturbed and wished that the srid chronicler hed studied
his charecter more thoroughly end thus followed the peth of the true Bleke
tradition.

In my mind's eye I have ¢ perfect picture of the Beaker Street estab-
llshment, including the downsteirs room occupied by thet superb house-
keeper, Mrs, Mertha Bardell. Verying descriptions of Dlake's house have
never succeeded in disturbing the imege, neither hove scenes in films,
which, aftcer all, could hardly be expected to fell in line with one's
imegination. I feel, in fect, es though I could welk into the consulting-
room, or the laboretory, and feel perfectily at home.
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Likewise the imoge of Blake himself remains firmly in my mind.
Veorious ertists have portreyed him in a2 hundred different weys, but, the
idea of him es sugpested by Eric R. Parker, designer of the femous Bust,
hes always struck me as being idesl in every respect. Meny actors have
portroyed Blake on stage end screen, the latest of these being Devid Farrer,
but here egein the impression in my imeginetion stands unaltered. The
imege of Tinker is perheps not so steble, but it is so in the case of
Mrs., Bardell, and here once again, this is due to E. R. P's unique illus-
trations,

Blake, clad in that old, tobacco and chemicel steined dressing-gown,
with familiar curved pipe aglow end exuding clouds of pungent smoke, sat
comfortably in his favourite seddlebeg cheir -- this is one of my favourite
visions, #nd one which persists when I sm ensconsed in my own pet cheir
with my pipe going strong.

Christmas in the Sexton Blake household as portrayed by Gwyn Evens
in the late 1929's, never foils to intrigue me. The Dickensien quelities
of the work of this versetile Bloke suthor of the past hes had a lot to
do with my imaginary picture of Beker Strect, end his stories besr reading
meny times, especially during the festive sesson., The satisfaction on
Bleke's fece as the turkey is borne in by Mrs, Berdell, the subsequent
eating thereof, accompanied by seasoneble wisecrecks from Tinker, Inspector
Coutts, and the indefatigeble "Splesh" Psage, and the final speech by Blake
himself, in which he congretulates his huxom housekeeper upon her excellent®
cooking, thenks her for her Christmas present (inveriably a new dressing-
gown to replace thet old feded "horror"). Surely, such a scene exudes
the very essence of Yuletide and once egein shows the detective to be most
humen .

Turning back through the pages of my collection, I find thet the
detective hes pleyed almost every conceivaeble role in his eterneal struggle
agrinst crime. Since ny introduction to him he has been, amongst other
things, Lord Meyor of London, but in the old days prior to the first world
war he almost weekly beceme a diffcrent character, often in the interests
of topicelity. I even recell him playing the role of Ice Cream merchant.
So was the femous sleuth merged into the flow of everyday life, endearing
himself to all clesses and acting towards the poorest as he would the
richest. It might be seid that Bleke is the true Socialist. He. certeinly
hos acted es such in the past.

Little wonder then, thet Scxton Blake hed, ry the time I met him,
becomeé more then just & fictionel detective, and thet he beceme to me &
real, human, kind and genuine person - in short, the perfect example of
the Britisher one would expect tc be representetive of our race. I was
twelve ycars of age when Blake first beckoned me to follow his path of
“edventure. Twenty odd yeers have passed sincc thet momentous time, end
here I em, es keen as ever to tread thet path, and hoping that in another
twenty yeers I shell still be able to reed and enjoy the same splendid
type of story ebout one of the finest churecters in Inglish fiction.
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(Ronoaraph on The Criminals Confeoctation

-

By Herry Homer

'Men loved darkncss rether then light, beceuse their dceds were evil,'
(St. John, 1 - 19)
Author's Note

When first Herbert Leckenby and then Meurice Bond esked me to write
on this subjecct for the 1950 innuel, my first thought wes that this was o
tosk for only Meurice himself - the very fount of Blekiene., If not he -
then Rex Dolphin or Bill Colcombe or one of those several other stout and
erudite fellows who write so much more then do I sbout our fevoured subject.

sut truth to tell, I was flettered »nd pleased, although I soon found
thet the work of research, enelysis ond compression of such = wide field
would take much thought and no little time.

Here then sre my ongles on this greet series, from "The lMissing Crooks'
which sppcered in "U.J." No.806 deted Merch 22nd, 1919, until the publica-
tion of the finel reprint under the titleof "Sexton Bleke Wins!" in No.1529
of the old naper on February 4th, 1933,

Mine must by no mesns be the final word but rether » framework on
which meny snother excursion into o very fescinating rcelm of fiction will
be written by other loving pens on future occesions.

My only wish is that you mey enjoy reeding of the fentastic deceds of

‘these febulous people @s much es I have enjoyed writing cbout them.

PROLOGUL

Statistics may scem dull to some folk but smell indced is the imegina-
tion which is not moved by lcerning that the full story of the duel between
Sexton Blike and his fricnds on the one hand snd the mighty Criminsls!
Confederstion on the other occupied no less than fifty copies of the
"Union Jeck" - just two wecks short of & yeer's issue hed ‘the numbers been
published in scquence week by week! ind five yesrs ofter the last one,
public demsnd led the Editor to emberk on the reprinting of fourtecen of
them with illustrations brought up to dete!

I know nothing of the author, Rowert Murroy, s » meny I know nothing
of the fluctuetions of "Union Jeck'" Editoriel policy, but if there is o
flaw in this greot underteking then it lies in what might be celled the
three final episodes - 985 "The Junchbeck of St. Medros", 1196 "The Great
Round-Up" and 1529 "Sexton Bloke Wins!"  But we will look closer into
these points enon.

For purpose of intercst es well es clarificetion I heve compiled &
full list of numbers, titles and dates and & feirly comprehensive list of
the principal chorecters with verious dete concerhipgtthen.

It will be interesting to learn whether or not other Dlake fons agree
with my division of the whole series into six sepoarete parts end en
epilogue, but it was impossible to tockle such ¢ vast subject as o single
entity.
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So now let us turn back the pages with o pipe golng well, fresh logs
stecked on the fire end @ “ottle #end tenkard to hand . .

"It's the seme in Frence, in Itely, In Germeny - in fect, all over
the Continent," wound up @outts, "The crooks are migreting like o swarm of
®eces end heaven knows where they've got to.."

",.the Headquorters of the Confederstion wes siturted in & great white
liner thet cruised perpecturlly in o certoin pert of the South Atlentic
Oceen. ."

"\ greet mushroom cloud of black smoke scemed to heve formed like o
cenopy over the crest of Sinister Isleand end every now end then & red glow
of fire seemed to tint it from end to end."

"Jou are responsible for this perhaps?" seid Sexton Blake pointing
towards the helpless figure of Tinker. A flesh of colour swept up into
Mademoiselle Yvonne's cheeks end her eyee flashed coldly.

"Bewaré of The Shadow!"

"I, Dirk Dollend, hereby egree that et eny time Colonel Ulias T.Quertz
mey demend of me . . . "

"My name is Ysebel de Ferre, Duchess of Jorsice,"

"Ryen Seul squered his shoulders s~nd pushed out his powerful undershot
Jaw. 'T went to hire the services of the Confederation,' he snid bluntly.
'T »m prepared to pay o million pounds down in cash,'" ;

« o Here ere the further edventures of John F:de, the explorer, who
found life dull end joined the rsnks of the Confederation for the sake of
excitement - and found morec than he expected . . .

[

"Dy god, I'll have # cruiser sent out to blow the island of St.Medros
clean off the mep," declared the First Lord of the Admiralty, "You mean to
gay that this scoundrel Deeming Stein is herbouring the President of the
Criminels' Confederation?"

"THS RETURN OF MK. RUEHCE" or "The Man With The Fettered Leg."

I'en Too, son of Ioeng Hoy Professor Jason Reece's Republic of Sante
Costa; Bleke, Tinker, Coutts snd the Bet deep in the unkmown of South
fmerice where they find the Yellow City; the hold-up of the oceen grey-
hound ndillerie in mid-Atlentic; retrcet of the Confederation to the
frozen wastes of the Arctic, end the marriesge of Jason Reece o o o o

"The infemous orgenisetion lay on the verge of collepse. ‘hile such
men o8 Blake lived to fight its bettles, civilisation might not, with
impunity end for ever, re flouted!"

"Tood men," Bleke s2id, with en cppreciative nod, "You've done @
mighty good night's work, Coutts, old fellow!" Coutts grinned.

And it wes oY the unsetisfectory end of the story in "U.J." no.1196
thot we filnelly read the heold announcements -

THE END OF THE CONFIDER.TION SURIES.

Lot us take & look 2t the titles end the drtes before going back to
the very beginning of things . ., . .
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The fomous series of Sexton Blake stories by ROBERT MURRAY .

THE CRIMINALS'

CONFEDTR.ATION

A fudd 1is8t

¢f titles together with "Union Jack'" numbers, dates end nemes of cheracters
as they moke their initial appearence in the series.

No.

806.
ol
» 8C8,
» 812,
v 816,
820,
824 .
829,
830.
838,
841.
* 858,
A 8600
v 868,

869 .
v 873.
» 876.

® 887,
¢'893,
895.
¢ 901,
910.

A 916,
e 927.
[ 4 946.
972.
973.
985.
¢ 1056,
e 1061,

1070,
@ 1085.
® 1094,
® 1097,
¢ 1117
v 1119 .
» 1125,

€ 11275
¢ 1133,
¢ 1187,

Date.

28y 5.0,
29. 5.19.
3, 4.19.
3, 5,19,
31. 5,19,
28. 6.19.
26, T.19.
30. 8,19.
6. 9119,
1. 11508,
22, 11519,
50, 3380 .
3, 400,
o5, §580.
5. 6.24.
3, 7.20.
24,7400,

9.10.20.
20.11.20.
4.12,20.
8. 1401
T A

30. 4.21.
Yoo Tl «
26.31.21.
27..5,22,
X Bh7,
26. 8,22,
L P ST
8 2.,

12. 4.24.
26, T.24.
27 9.24.
18.10.24.
T+ 3.25.
2L aNeEs ,
R 1Y v 2

164 5485
2T+ 6485+
25. 1425,

Title

The Missing Crooks
Tracked by Wireless.
Held As Hostage.

The White Liner.

The Stolen Yecht.

Dirk Dolland's Ordeel.
The Diemond of Disester.
Sinister Islend.

The Mean From The Sea,
The Trail in the Send.
Mr. Smith of London.

The Informer.

The Hidden Headquerters.
The New Prcsident.

Dirk Dolland's Dilemma.
The Muan Who Died.

The Shedow.

The Hog Detective.
AvBid:for Billions.
The Extreme Penealty.
Crooked Evidence.
The Black Duchess.

The Fourth "iitness.
Mr, Reece's Million.
Diemond Mad!

The Confedereation's Recruit.
The Diamond Clue.
The Hunchback of St. Madros.

Return of Mr. Reece.
Spider's Web.

The
The

The
The Riwal Presidents.
Recece 0. the Run!

The Mendarin's Millions.
Ffound - end Lost!
Reece's Republic.
Condemned to the Mines.

Yellow Vengeence !
Into the Unknown.

The Yellow City.

T2

New Cheractér. . .. .

The Mysterious Mr. Reece.
Dirk Dolland, The Bat.
Sir Phillip Champion.(807)

John Smith, President of C,

Gregory V. Cenning.

Mademoiselle Yvonne Cariticr

John Graves, uncle of
Yvonne and The Shadow,son
of Mr.Reece,

Colonel Elies B. Quertz.

Sir Tuxley Webb.
Ysebcl de Ferre, Duchess
of Jorsica.

Hoang Ho.
Ryen Seul.
John Richard Fade.

Dr. Dceming Stein.,
Professor Jeson Reece.
Denzil MNollend,

"Mr. Moonshine".

Key-Man of the Confederation.

Fan Too,

Ledronas and Black Micheael
Breedon.
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No. Dete Title New Characters

1154 2Ll .25, -‘Baried Jillvex

41155. 28.11.25. Homeward Bound.

v1158 19.12.25. Lended at Lest.

¢ 1163. 23. 1.26. Gone to BEarth.

* 1164. 30. 1,26, Reece's Hold-Up.

allé5. 6. 2.26, North of T0°. Ah Took.

~1175. 17. 4.26. Recce's Revenge.

1185, 3. T.26. The Merriege of Jeson Reece. Fether Olef.

%1191, 14. 8.26., Dirk Dolland's Crime.,

«1196. 18. 9.26. The Great Round-Up.

THE REPRINTS

~ 1469, 12,12,31% A Cornexr in Crooks. Reprint of 806.
1472. 2. 1.32, Confederstion Celling! n W B80T
1478+ 30. 1,32, Reece's Recruit. s "_.808%
1480. 27. 2.32. "Wind-Blown Blackmail. " W edes
1484. 26. 3.32, Enter the President. " " 8164
1492. 21. 5.32. Dirk Dollend's Ordeal. t W B&0s
1496+ 18. 6.32. The Diemond of Disester, " " 824,
1500. 16. T7.32. Volceno Islend. Rewrite of 829 & 850.
1504, 13. 8¢32.+-The Trail in the Send, it " B3B8 &BAT,
1508, 10, 9.32. ' The Squeeler, 1l " 858 & 860,
1513, 15.10.32. Crooks Divided. " " 868 & 869,
1518. 19.11 .32+ The Shadow, ) " 875 & 876.
1526, 14, 1.33. Behind the Fog. Reprint of 887.
1529, 4. 2.33 Sexton Blake Wins! Veguely based on 893,

DRAMATIS PIRSONAE

It would be &n error in the worst of bed teste were this list to be
heeded with eny other nemes then SEXTON BL.KE, TINK'R end PEDRO, but eny
comment would surely be very out of place® so we cen pass on to thet very
good fellow, - DETECTIVE-INSPECTOK GEORGE COUTTS of the Criminal Invcstige-
tion Department, New Scotlend Yerd - en efficient, lovable, irascible men of
great courege and e firm friend of the detective even if his mental capacity
and taste in cigars is oft-times overshadowed by the brillisnce of the men
from Beker Street.

Next comes DIRK DOLLAND, the "BAT", thet erstwhile cavelier of crime
who sew the evil of Reece end the Combine so ullied himself egeinst it on
the side of lew ond order es did elso lovely Mademoiselle YVONNE C'RTINR,
the incompareble., Adventuress esnd pessionate lover of Jjusticej scornful
of the lew's slow, ponderous workings and ever ready to fleunt it when a
wrong must be righted in haste. One men only in her full, colourful life ¢+
Sexton Blake himself. Often at her service is her UNCLE JOHN GRAVES, @
lezy-seceming eristocret eand lover of the good end luxurious woy of living
who can yet rough it end scrap with the toughest at the crll of duty.
Hecoding the black list we find THE MYSTERIOUS MR. REECE, the vicious
green-eyed little moster criminel with the great dome-shaped hcad. He

% The rerdor is referred to the Author's "llonogreph on Sexton Lloke! which
sppeecred in the 1949 Annucl,
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first eppeered in S.B.L. No.41 which was nemed efter him, His nefarious
exploits filled & whole series of pink "Union Jacks" before he beceme one
of the leeding lights in the greet Combine,

In 807 we meet SIR PHILLIP CHAMPION, renegade baronet and master of
crime who turned King's evidence later on (887) to avenge the death of his
leader end friend, JOHN SMITH (816), a suave snd brilliant organiser and
first President of The Confederation. In appearsnce as ordinary as the
average men in the street. 876 brings us TIE SHADOW, & cold and callous
wraith of meny murders whose identity is revesled in 887 to be that of &
diebolic son to the fiendish Mr. Reece. It is in 893 that we encounter
COLONEIL ELI:AS B. QU.R®Z, No.444,444 of the C.C. Next come 8ix characters
of wide veriety who elmost form ¢ portreit gollery of their own:- in
910 we come across MiX VOGEL, Vice~President of ¢.C. snd a Frenchman. A
pitiful double-derler end trouble-meker this who (in 916) usurps the place
of Reece end has & brief spell es President before they die together the
horrid doom of The Pool of Derkness. In this story too (910) we first
meet the lovely Black Duchess of Jorsice, Vsebel de Terre, NG I3 of. Cilay
who conceives e hopeless love for Sexton Blake before she is thrown into
a meelstrom of wild edventure in the company of the handsome JOHN RICHARD
F.DE, the explorer. He it wes who joined the Confederation for excite-
ment (972) en¢ if the fulfilment of e wish brings happiness then John Fade
must heve Ween & very heppy men in 1l thet heppened to him before he
decided to eccept responsibility for the future end well-being of the
glomorous Ysabel de Ferre.

But we have jumped sheed of our order because it wes in 927 theat we
first hear the ominous neme of the Menderin, Hoang Ho, Chief of the Hestern
'prench of the greet Combins., Although it wrs not long before he ceme %0
a grim but well-merited end, his influence on the series is a very potent
one elthough much of it is posthumous. If we mey be permitted to look
forwerd agoin, it cen be mentioned here that in 1085 enters the infemous
Fen Too, son of Hoang Ho, lesder of the Brotherhood of the Red Spider end
rivel for the Presidency of the Confederation sgeinst the claims of Jason
Reece ond the Bleck Duchess - indeed a grim struggle for power.

I most intriguing character who to my mind could hev. been morde much
more of is met with in 946. He is Ryen Seul, the millioneire diomond
fenatic who conceiv.d the fentestic idee of hirin the Criminels' Con-
federetion. Another vivid piece of cherscter-drewing is Dr.Deeming Stain,
the Hunchbeck of St.Medros - the sclf-styled Dresm Doctor, Mind-Steeloer
. « . He oppeared in 985 in the third story of whet hed been hailed es
e new series but which turned out to be the last Confederation yarn for e
year end o helf - until in fect the publicetion of 1056 in which we mcet
Professor Jeson Reece, brothcr to the erstwhilc President.

This series sterts with his escepe from the penel settlement of
Tutes, the Islend of Lost Hopes.

Still the new cherecters continue to oppeer, pley their part end
leave the stage for the next one.

Dunzil Dolland, younger brother of The Bet (1061), known in the
United States as Mr. Moonshine; Ledronas (1125), thc best guide sand the
brevest men in Senta Costay Black Micheel Breedon (in the ssme issue),
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one of the foulest ruffiens unhung eccording to Blakey Ah Took, the
Fisquimo (1165), Reece's guide in the Arctic westes until he saw his misteke

end, finolly, the Norwegisan pricst, Father Olaf of the mission ship St.Mag-
nus, who performed a strenge end tregic wedding ceremony « o« o ¢ o o o

and & score of others, great figures and small, who played their parts in
this greot drema and went their wey to deeth or oblivion.

Let us pess now to the mculd or form in which these people and their
stories were cest., . . &

THE SERIES SUB-DIVIDED

A8 I hove already steted, it is not possible to treet & subject of
this magnitude as a single entity, so I heve teken the liberty of dividing
#ll stories in the Criminels' Confederetion sege into helf a dozen sections,
an Epilogue and en Appendix. It is more then likely that meny Blake fens
will heartily disegree with me sand I shall be most interested to hear their
points of view. I would like to meke it quite cleer et this point that the
stories were not published in eny form of "series" which sub-divide them-
selves in & natursl manner with the exception of those dealing with the
journey into the interior of Sante Coste. So here we go then - for
better or for worse . « « &

"U,J,.," Numbers

Pert One -  THE VERY BEGINNING.

pPert Two -  RISE .ND FLLL OF N EVIL IMPIRE. ( 806 to 83%0 )
Poert Three - THE SECOND GROVTI. ( 838 to 901 )
Pert Four - TROUBLE IN HIGI[ PLACES. ( 910 to 985 )
pPert Five - RESURRLCTION. 1056 to 1117
Pert Six - CKEATION ..\ND DISSOLUTION OF A REPUBLIC. 1119 to 1191
LPIIOGUE - WHO WROTE "UNION JACK" No. 11967

APPENDIX - THE FOURTEEN REPRINTS. (1469 to 1529)

PART ONE

The Very Beginning

"Begin at the beginning," the King seid grevely, "and go on until you come
to the end: then stop."
(Lewis Cerroll)

George Coutts, Dirk Dolland end Mr. Reece were establighed "U.J."
characters for over two yesrs before the publicetion of the first Con-
federation story. Dirk Dollend wes a crook in those days end his exploits
were much ekin to those of T, W, Hornung's femous Reffles. He first
eppears in 680 "The Hidden Hend" (21.10.16) end reforms in 791 "Dirk
Dolland's Redemption". LAt one time The Bet had e lady partner, The
Butterfly, wut, unlike Mery Trent with Dr. 'uxton Rymer, she did not
enjoy @ long reign in the favour of either Dirk Dollend or her creator,
Robert Nurray.

"The Mysterious Mr. Reece'" first introduced this magter criminal to
the reeders of the "S.B.L." in the book of that neme, No.Al. Instantly
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a success, he soon appeered in the "U.J.", sometimes with a gang, at others
on his own, I have been able to trace just over twenty of these old pink
"y, J."s but have so far only heen able to get hold of twelve of them.

Of this period but three things strike me as likely to be of intcrest
to "C.C." enthusiasts - threce historical meetings.

The first meeting between Sexton Blake end The Bet' finds the dotective
tied up in his own bed by a midnight visitor whose face is hidden by e
balaclava helmet, He soon realises that it is the men who has got poor
Coutts almost to a state of epoplexy - not only by his daring and unsolved
crimes but by the most impudent notes and telephone cells. At the end of
the story Blake does succeed in unmesking him and it is interesting to
learn that The Bat is an expert conjuror and e well-known music hall artist!

The Bat first meets Mr. Rccce in S.,B.L. 41 when he tresds on his toes
by cracking o safe before Reece's man gets there - so he is sent for by
the master mind. '"The profile showed an enormous dome-shaped forehecad,
heevy overhanging eyebrows and a powerful beaklik: nose., For @ long
minute that seemed like hours the figure remeincd es motionless ss o statue;
then the greet head lifted o trifle and e voice sounded from the other side
of the screen, a voice that set The Bat's hair rippling on his 8081p like
the beck of a stertled cat."

Blake for his part does not welieve et the end of S.B.L. 41 that such
a person as Recce exists end does not meet him in the first "U,J." 763
They do finally come face to face.

hnd so without the slightest warning the Mysterious Mr. Rcece - Bet
'stories assume the form of a series in "U,J." 816 "The Missing Crooks".

I wonder whether Robert Murresy realised just whot he was sterting
when he wrote it?
PART _TWO
Rise and Fall of en Evil Empire

"The groeter the power, the more dangerous the abuse."
(Bdmund Burke )

We have pieced together how Robert Murrey introduced Dirk Dollend to
the pages of "The Union Jack", & crook but a gentleman, who never used
violence and was imbued with a strong sense of humour and good sportsman-—
ship, 'We have followed his audacious, cven impudent, cercer of crime;
his revulsion sgeinst Mr. Rcece and his subsequent allience with Sexton
Bleke on certein occasions. This scemed bound to <nd es indeced it did,
in his final redcmption when hc lined himself squercly with Bleke, Tinker,
and Coutts on the side of law and justice.

Previous to "The iissing Crooks' (806), Recece either hed a geng of his
own or opcrated solo but the first rumblings of the onproaching storm cem
‘we softly but clearly hesrd in this story.

However much Murrey hed vacilleted during the prcceding two years
between stories of the Bet alone or with the Butterfly or with Bleke
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ageinst Reece, his feet were now set on that long treil which wes to last,
despite several waverings, for neerly eight yecers, After thet untimely
finish it was followed by Dr. Setirs, Peul Cynos, those two woeful end
gtillborn tales of The Crime Minister, various odd stories end his contri-
bution to the gengster era of 1930-31 in the persons of Dan Roper, The
Spider end The Whisperer, But even then public opinion cried out and he
had to rewrite, or in some cases reprint, the initial series of Criminels'
confederation stories which but for the desth of the old paper might well
heve continued until the very finish, Then he might perheps have teken
that so-needed drestic ection on 1196 to give the sege g satisfactory con-
clusion.

It is in 806 that one notices en ominous atmosphere of portentous and
troublous events to come with the great and mystcrious Mr. Reece playing a
minor role to emphasise the enormous orgenisation Mehind "C.C."3; then the
embossed gold buttons on the deed men's queer uniform end the insistent
tep-tap-tepping of thet strange code signel "CRIMCON" which flashed to the
very heart of London from out the vest snd Loundless ether.

in ordinary quiet detective story this but full of foreboding for the
future; who will ever forget those glorious months of enticipation and
readers' delight esmong those of my generation who read them es they ceme
from Fleetway House,

In the next few stories the picture becomes clear end the great
»attle is on - surcly never before hed e series heen told with such 8
singleness of purpose, never before had the words "complete in itself"
meent so little to reeders ©ld and new!

Not for me to ettempt & precis of the stories to you vorascious collec—
tors - at most perhaps 2 very brocd outline of the march of events.

These were broed indeed, moved very fest end elweys to a mounting
tension.

The errest end escape of Reece, the quiet introduction of Sir Phillip
Chempion, the kidnepping of Tinker,the slow build-up to the appcarence of
John Smith and the penetration to the very heert of "C.C." by the disguised
Blake. The Bet joining "C.C." in en effort to rescue Tinker, his journey
from Themesmouth to the great white liner far out at sea, Tinker's
rescuc, the stolen yecht, the missing million, the diemond of disester,
the sinking of the liner "Liberty" ond the new "C.C." heedquarters on
Sinister Islend deep in the salty westes of the South Atlantic.

Thus the penoreme of the first phase in "C.C.'s" history which was
brought to e close by the tremendous volcenic eruption which ceused the
gsea to swallow the island until there wass nothing left at breek of dewn
but floating wreckege on ell sides.

It wes two months hefore the new cre started with 838 "The Trail in
the Sand" and so we pass to ...

Advertise in the C.D,
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PART THREE
The Second Growth

"Look for o tough wedge for e touch log."
(Publilius Syrus)

"The Troil in the Send" opens with neither Blake nor Tinker really
believing thed they heve seen the last of Smith, Reece and Chempion. How
true this turns out is shown when Tinker diseppears down the old tin-mine
in Cornwell and gets & messege out to say thet "C.C." ere not only wack
in England, but hove teken him prisoner end on their way to London holding
him once more o8 o hostage.

Lnother good telking point in this phase of the series is which is
the more importent event — the emezing introduction of The Shadow in 876
es the son of Mr. Reece, or the eppeerence in 841 of the lovely Yvonne
Cartier? She hitherto had olweys ween regerded os e G.H.Teed charecter
ond one may presume thet Murrey hed to ask his permission to write' ebout
her. However, it elweys strikes me es so right to find her in & Blake
story by no metter whom - as Dr. etson seid of the fascinating Ircne
hdler: - "To Sherlock Holmes she is elways THE women. I heve scldom
heerd him mention her under eny other neme."  So surcly Sexton Bleke
with Yvonne Certier.

Be that es it mey, we soon perceive that there is to be nothing
proseic or even of enti-climex sbout th: return of the Criminals' Con-
federation to the heert of the British Empire. Indecd, I am not at all"
gure that the London edventurcs ere not more wild snd extravagant then
' those on the high sees or in farawey places.

Dy 858 "The Informer" we find Blake weery end heevy et heert, focing
checkmate 8t cvery turn - knowing the new hesdquerters of this criminel
sutocracy to be situsted in London but unable to find the slightest clue
as to its exect location. He scours the greet city from the gilt and
glitter of the West End to the foulest dives of the Fast in en indefati~
geble sesrch throughout the dsys end nights - but to no purpose. Fven
his powers of disguise are pierced with no epparcnt effort until the story
ends with the deeath of the informer, Simon Mertin, before he cen speak
while Tinker end the gallent Coutts fece the grim fact thet Yvonne ond
Bleke ore once more ceptives end held hosteges ~grinst eny possidle move
on their part.

So the tides of fortune ebb smd flow until Blake escapes end is swept
through the rush of & sewer out into the Themes close by Westminster
Bridge. Close follow the astounding events et the luxurious Hotel Argent
with that emezing dinner-party at Teble 13 in its magnificcnt Grill Room.

Now begins the rot within end 868, "Thc N:w President", sces hints
and esrlier signs end rumours turn to fact when the infemous Reece makes
o determined bid for the Presidency of the Combine. The scene moves to
film etudios of the Tip-Top Company when the now-powerful Reccu hes his
wey in condemning to death et one fell swoop not only Dlake and Tinker
but Coutts, Dollend end Yvonne rs well. Despite dissension on the part
of Sir Phillip Chempion end John Smith the gellent five are left to o
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horrid fete from which they ere only rescued by the splendid intervention
of the segecious Pedro.

The elreedy repid pace now geins e new momentum with succeceding
stories telling of the srrest of Dirk Dollend, thec cepture and sensationel
trial of Rcece, the coming of the malignent Shedow, the negation of the
Combine by Sir Phillip Chempion following on the death of Mr. Smith st the
hende of Reece's son, Pedro sgein well to the fore in 887, "The MNog
Detective", ~nd the coming of Coloncl Eliss B. Quartz in 893, "\ Bid for
Billions".

It may be mentioned in pessing that we ere now into the coloured
covers with illustretions by Herry Lene, illustretions which to my mind
fall fer short of those by Vel Reeding ("Vel"), who did some of his finest,
if not his very finest, work in his pink "U.J." drawings of Confedecretion
cheracters. Fester end still fester spine the Wheel with the circus blind
and Reece's disguise os e cripple (using stilts to increese his stunted
atﬂture), his re-errest end dodging of the gallows on the declaration of
the famous elienist, Sir Huxley Webb (lpter shown to be 2 member of the
Combine) that hé con with impunity pleed insenity. The brief reign in
the limelight of the crecksmen, Ned Hatton, follows, who betroys the
redoubteble Colonel Quartz to get away (but not for long) with half a
million pounds in cash of the Confederstion fund moncy., On the run from
"C.C." on one hand end the police on the other, he puts Dirk Dollend into
®ad odour - presuming on e service he once rendered The Bat in his criminal
days.

But tt now reelly begine to look as if the great gallery of cheracters
created by Murrey is drawing to its end. John Smith rnd Sir Phillip
Chempion heve gone, Reece is as good as gone, ond Quartz has vanished. ¢
The Shadow has peid for his vile crimes in full and several lesser lights
have feiled to schieve o susteined flowering period.

Is this then the end of the Criminals' Confederation storics, thinks
the re¢ader with e feeling of dismey?

But T think et this point it is fitting to place & rew of phentom
asterisks snd pess on to

PLRT FOUR

Trouble in High Places

"Uneesy lies the heed that wears o crown."
(King Henry IV, Act 3, Scene I)

Thic is where I teke a deccp bresth and plunge in right up to the neck!
The more I con over this perlod of our subject the more I become convinced
of one thing ond full of doubting thought concerning sncother. The one is
thet the illustrations (9y I know not whom) reach en »11 time low, snd the
other is that somebody took over the series from Robert Murrey 2t this
point.

In 910 "The Bleck Duchess" we meet ¢ flock of new cheracters end the
scene is quickly teken out of Englend egein. The customery resume of
preceding events is slashed to & minimum, Reccc is killded off in 916,
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"The Fourth Witness'", without possibility of resuscitetion, snd we never
hear (so far as I can meke out) what heppens to Colonel Quartz.

Now in 927 "Mr. Rcece's Million", we ere rcturned once more to London,
Vel Reading tekes over the illustretions acgein, and the story hes whet I
cell @ Robert Murrey touch. But 910 end 916 smeck strongly to me of 1196
of which you will heer much more enon.

But whatever the source of suthorship of these two key stories, the
problem alresdy set had to be worked out - who or whet will teke the places
of thosecheracters whose perts are alroedy pleyed to & finish?

The answer lies in one word - SCHISM.
The era‘begins of the great struggle for power.

The Black Duchess - or the declining ster of Mr. Reece, now "mysterioug".
no longer? Or Mex Vogel, the French intriguer? Or Hoang Ho, Chief of
the Far BEastern brench?

Lnd soon we erc leunched into s veriteble meelstrom of lust for power,
of cernel desirec, treechery, hate end doukle deeling - with ell the time
Sexton Bleke backed by the forces of law end order the wide world over,
tilting sgeinst "C.C.", now receiving e setback, now winning a round but
never letting up his every effort. Beside him all the way the gallant
Tinker, the indomiteble Coutts end the intrepid Yvonne, tc say nothing of
deer old Pedro!

Of & sudden into e11 this ere precipitated two men of very different
celibre, one to go his way all too quickly, the other to stay with us for
» 8 long time, I refer to Ryen Saul end John Fede. The one wished to
hire the weokened Criminals' Confederation for cash, the other joined the
evil Combine for the seke of pure edventure. (946 "Diemond Medi" and
972 "The Confederation's Recruit".)

What a prospect end whet wonderful situetions!

Yet this whole fascingtig—get-up is allowed to degenerate into the
puerile ond rether disgusting nllisnce between "C.C." (in the persons of
Ysebel dc¢ Ferre end John Fede) ond Dr. Deeming Stain. (985 "The Hunchback
of St. Medros")

Then on Poge 28 of "U,J,." 985 we reed - "But how to deel with Dr.
Deeming Stein himself and the Duchess Ysabel de Ferre (in the earlier
teles she wes de Ferra, by the way), far eway on the island of St. Medros,
was a problem that the authorities had not as yet solved. Yet the time
was not far distent when the hand of Justice should reach out and come
into its own." THE END.

But the time wes far distant - from Lugust 1922 until Januery 1924, °
to be exect ~ and I cen only esk now, in 1950, the question we all asked
ourselves those meny years sgo - Why? Why? Why? DBut even to-dey there
is no enswer and the reeson for lringing to a full stop this greet series
when it seemed freught with sc many interesting possibilities must remein
a mystery.

Shall we then pess on to 19247
Then I must write ....
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PLRT FIVE

Resurrection

"Who will change old lemps for new ones? . . . new lamps for old ones?"
(The History of Aladdin)

In "A Word from the Skipper" of 1056 "The Return of Mr. Reece", we do
find en explenation for sny leck of smoothness in the latter "C.C." stories
in the fact thet Robert Murray has just recovered from "a long and trying
i{llness"., This would account either for a felling-off on his part or e
hending-over to somebocy clse of the stories in question.

As 8 matter of fect, I feel sure that resesrch into these Editorial
Chats would teech us much sbout the Sexton Bleke suthors and characters;
& reseerch that I very much hope that I will heve time cnough to meke one
dey unless some other good fellow does the work first.

However, to revert to 1056, it is nice to report that hore we have
the Criminals' Confederation back with a beng - the stories are long, the
print good, the illustretions splendid and the covers reelly superb. All
‘in the initiel series are by Eric Perker as ore the inside illustrations
with the exception of the first two stories - 1056 and 1061 which carry
work with more then a stamp of Vel Reading ebout it, although no signature.

Here is the old Murray force beck egein with strongth of plot and
charecterisation, continuity of events, originelity of incident end a
tenseness which is susteined by the always exciting sense of enticipation )
in which: the reeder comes to the end of one episode only to be left with
e heightened intcrest in the next onel

The fremework of this series is three~cornered if not quedrileterel,
with three contestents for the "C.C." Presidency - Professor Jason Reece,
The Black Duchess, snd Fen Too, son of Hoang Ho. Blake and company form
the fqurth side end the prizes ore the million pounds reserve fund collccted
end hidden by the lete Mr. Reece #nd the diemond hoard concealed somewhere
‘on the'island of St. Medros.

Human intercst is strong with John Fade now deeply in love with the
Bleck Duchess, while Isebel de Ferre herself still nurses her hopeless
and secret pession for Sexton Bleke. It is indeced sad to report that
Yvonne Certicr hes now gone from the series never to return. 'hy, I
wonder? Did G. H. Teed have something to sey ebout this metter?

In seven issues the fortunes of all concerned fluctuete in verious
w,ys, but the last one, 1117 'Lost -~ 2nd Found!" sees Jason Rccce holding
all the sces in the shepe of Yoth thc diemond collection end the million
in sterling.

Indced, when Bloke saves his life from Fan Too, he shows a most
unexpected spark of gratitude ond megnemimity and gives Dlake, Tinker,
Coutts, Dollend, Fede end Ysabel de Ferre their freedom,

Advertise in the C.D.
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PART SIX
Crcation of Dissolution of & Republic end its President

"j power 18 passing from the earth
To breathless Neture's dark obyss - "
(7illiem Wordsworth)

ind so we come to the finel stages of this mighty sega — e streight
series of fifteecn stories which are spreed over the period from March,
1925, until September, 1926. Twelve are illustrated throughout by Eric
parker, to my mind some of his finest work. One (1185) is by Vel Reading,
end the other two (1191 & 1196) sre poor stuff by J. H., Velde.

We now find the nefarious Combine split wide open and much of the
story matter hinges on the struggle for power between white men and yellow
in the respective persons of Professor Jeson Reece and Fen Too. Hounded
from the 0ld World by the efforts of Sexton Blake; Reéce, the coffers of
"C.C." well lincd by the reserve fund and the diemond hoard, instigetes e
revolution in the little South Americen republic of Sante Costa and 1is
installed es Precident. He repudietes 21l extradition treaties and bringﬂ
in white crooks from the world over as "C.C." members of whet is virtually
a Crooks' Republic. But Fen Too comes on the scene and Sexton Bleke as
well, the latter to foment a revclution ageinst the regime. Story followg
bresthless story with Blake's revolution succeeding and Reece folling into
the hends of Fan Tco who carries him off into the remote hinterland, Bloke
on their heels end The Bleck Duchess in the hends of Reece's followers i}
with John Fede sworn to rescue her., Tventually the two foll into Coutts'
hends ond ere brought back to England where Reece stends his trial - the
most sensational of the century. Spece forbids but the very briefest
mention of all this, but thc list of titles will furnish some slight ides
of the rushing tide of high edventure encountered in these poges. " But
elthough Fan Too is not mentioned et the triel (1158 "Landed at Lesti"),
Reece emulates the exploit of his late brother end xegeins his freedom
efterwards, geins control of an old cruiser being teken to Hollsnd to be
broken up for screp, and cngineers the hold-up in Mid-Atlentic of the
liner, "4ndilleria", cerrying five million pounds of war debt bullion to
New York., But now "C.C." is on the run with 21l the nevies of the world
sweeplng every see for e sight of Recce, so retrest is sought in the
frozen wastes of the Arctic. Isebel de Ferre hes sworn an oath to be-
come the queen of the Confederation end she on the one hand and Blake on
the other ('I em here, Jeson Reece, you will never find me far awey!l"

1164 "Reece's Hold-Up") give him no rest, His last fling is the merriage
to The Black Duchess in en effort to weld "C.C.", ot least the white
section of it, together agein, but this feils end we find him ot lest
(in 1191 "Dirk Dollend's Crime") reclly on the run. His final end only
hope is to cesh in on the Slevonian Crown jewels, but this he also fails
to do, escaping ot the end by the skin of his teeth. !

Now this issue of 1191 besrs on its cover the words "The Last of
the Confederation", but five weeks leter comes 1196 which Just ebout
brings us to My ccee.
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EPILOGUE
Who Wrote "Union Jack" No. 1196?

"Tho is this end what is here?"
(Alfred, Lord Tennyson)

It will have been noted that I brend 910 end 916 os suspect Murrey
stories although it has been shown that he was probebly e sick men at the
time of their writing. Whether or not he ectuelly did them, they cennot
be seid to be good work end certeinly are not in linc with the "C.C,"
teles which preceded them. But this 1196 is surely the problem child of
all "U.J.s"

The drematic crisis of the series is resached in 1185 with "The
Marriage of Jason Reece'", but Reece has ebout shot his bolt and the stege
is set for & smeshing climex to what wes the longest end greatest series
of Bleke tales ever written,

Whet will he do before the end?

The very least one expects is a hand-to-hand fight to the desth with
Blake (in the Teed menner) or o cepitulation to Coutts (style of Ivens),
¥ut Murray, one somehow feels, will heve him stexe 21l on en attempt to
bomb the Beker Street house or blow up New Scotland Yerd and himself
perish in the ettempt before the eyes of half the population of London.

What happens? -

In 1191 the spotlight is switched to Dirk Do'lend end his crime,
‘Reece playing & sccond fiddle and being shown as en ordinary crook on the
run, The introduction of Dollend in Chapter Three, the stilted conversa-
tion with Bleske (who c#lls him "Dirk") ond the explenation of The Bat es
"a nickneme by which Dirk Dollend had been known in his crooked days",
are not at all in the style of Murray. Nor is the following veragreph,
pege 12, centre column - "The big man was Detective-Inspector Coutts, of
Scotlend Yerd, & prominent member of the C,I.,D., ond Blake's personal
friend, Worse still, he was intimately kmnown to Dollend," This after
all the events in Sente Coste end the rest!!

Now remember that the cover of this has it "The Lest of the Confederea-
tion." But our author lets Rcece get awey efter involving all sorts of
new ond unimportent characters such as Jeck Brandmen, Irme Desmoynes, Chick
Chepmen end Prince Boris of Slavonie. Rex Dolphin hes the firm idee that
the culprit in both these stories is Gilbert Chester.

But it is my belief that e THIRD author wes colled in to finish things
right off in 1196 which storts with Blske telling o member of the British
Secret Service just who everybcdy is, including Reece, Fen Too and The
Black Duchess. John Fade, by the wey, is described os "her agent"!

The whole lot of them ¢nd up on the islend of Jorsice which produces
avelcano which conveniently erupts in the last chepter tc svere Blake end
company but swallow up Recce, Fen Too end the Criminals' Confederation.

But this is more then enough - I could quote pasragreph after pare-
graph to show thet Murray never wrote it. Was he 1117 Or tco interested
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in the forthcoming Dr. Setirs series that he could aot be bothered to
round of MCL0MN T

I will meke one final stetement - in 1196 "The freat Round-Up", poor
dear 0ld Coutts is never once mentioned ond I'm demn sure thet Robert
Murrey would have hed him in et the death of the Criminels' Confederationi!

APPEND IX
The Fourteen Reprints

"I feel agein ¢ spark of thet sncient flame."
(Virgil)

Almost I headed this appendix with Carleton'e .words"The more we
erg'ed the question, the more we didn't egree", for the first things T
meintain concerning the fourteen "C.C." reprints are that they ere not
reprints et oll - with the exception of the first four. The next two are
rewrites, the following peir consist of en o0ld story end e helf, then comes
a story sendwiched hetween two helves (This is the new "Trail in the Sand™
which is really the second helf of the old "Man From the Sea", the old
"Trail in the Send" ond most of the old "Mr. Smith of London"), followed
by two new teles each consisting of two 0ld ones snd at the end of the
series sre three which have been elmost entirely rewritten end arc only-
very vaguely indeed based upon the originels.

The one thing ebout them which mekes me reelly engry is the complete
elimination of Yvonne Corbtier. A very feint suwstitution is effected in
the person of Medemoiselle Celeste,but I am glad to sey that her part is

'written down to & very smell one. Colonel Quertz is =another who suffers
in the whittling down and early finish to the series.

But we must not think too hershly of this period nor e severe in
our judgment, It wes not only shortage of peper perhaps which killed so
meny of our books in 1940 - many may heve scen the writing on the well in
1930 when the stemping of feet snd the screems of "Heill" or "Comrede!l"
could be loudly heard from ecrcss the Chenmel even so far back es that ‘or
even esrlier . . . And who could expect & boy to spend twopence even on e
fictional story of the Criminsls' Confederation when o penny bought a
newspaper with teles festurlng villeins just as horrible but, worse luck,
with no certeinty thet e Sexton Bloke would come =l ong end write finis
to their evil deeds.

Truth - end life itself - had indeed become stronger than fiction end
many & lad at 1930 wes to live (end not @11 of them did that - ) through
edventures more fontastic then eny ever conceived by Murray, Teed or the
rest of them,

We were lucky and had our youth unsullied by feers pity the young
ones of to-day.

(I cordislly endorse Horry Homer's pungent comment concerning the 1ast
Confederation story, original series. Murray certainly never wrote it.
And surely the editor should have flung the menuscript back at the suthor
who did, seying "Why the deuse have you left Coutts out? Get it rewritten.'
Ls it wes, what should have been e greet finish was e pitiful fissco, Bk
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T}\wg (Lrote of _Oexton Blake

By Herbert Leckenby

Thenks to the helo of scveral enthusissts, I em able to present a
complete record of the euthors who heve written for the three series of
The Sexton Blake Library, from Scptember 1915 up to the lest number of the
3rd scries before this Annuel goes to press.

When it is remembered that for yecers the stories were written enony-
mously, this is no meen feet, Included in our thonks must be the Editor,
or Editors, of the S.B.L. for supplying scores of nemes, particulerly to
Arthur J. Southwey end John 'W. Gocher.

Collectors' lists very slightly, but the records heve been checked
and re-checked end I think it cen be cleimed they are es nesr correct as
it is possible to get them,

A study of this remarkable record of the most written about character
in fiction reveals some fascinating stetistics. For instence, we find
1342 stories heve been written totelling probebly 80 million words or more.
It has rcen said there are some three million letters in the Bible, so if
you allow just four letters to @2 word you cen visuelise the S.B.L. output
in the terms of some 108 Bibles. Stupendous! But when you are thinking
of the Sexton Bleke history you have to add 211 the hundreds of Union Jecks,
end all the other yarns in numerous papers. It is true there were a
number of reprints in the Librery, but these do not reduce the figures
meterially. Is there not, in all this, emple meterial for en ebsorbing
redio talk? In the words of the politiciens, the answer is in the
effirmative.

When we come to study the figures more closely we find 74 euthors
contributed stories (this ellowing for those who wrote under more then one
name) from Williem Murrey Greydon with 117, down to about two dozen whose
nemes. only eppeer once.

Murray Greydon without doubt wrote more words on Blcke than anyone
else, for in eddition to his 117 S.B.L's he ot one period was responsible
for the U J. story ebout every other week. In the 1lst series S.B.L. he
end Andrew Murrey were runmning neck end neck until the latter's neme dis-
eppeared with No.305., Graydon pessed out with No,260 2nd secries, thus
he wrote 117 stories out of 642.

L good second (though included ere o dozen reprints) to Graydon, ceme
George Hemilton Tced, peer of them ell for clessic prose. He wrote the
very first story, "The Yellow Tiger", e feascineting, exhilareting yarn,
deserving ¢ place on eny bookshelf. TWhen Tced portrayed the foreign
scene you could visualise & sunlit island in o southern see, or smell
the gorbage in e Perisirn slum. L great gep was left when he wrote no
more.

Gilbert Chester must be a vetersn now, for he has stories in all
three series. The same applies to Skene, Brooks snd Lewis Jackson,
though Edwy Searles Brooks cen only claim one in the third ond Jackson
did Jjust screpe into the lenghhy second.
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L curious feature is thrt Robert Murrey, so prolific and populsr in
the U.J., only hed two S.B.L's to his credit. This is something which
has nlweys mystified me. It is known thet he wes often ill, eand that
may have had scmething to do with it.  Ancther mystery is who was
L. H. Brooks, who hed fifteen stories in the lst series? I cannot
remumber sceing his neme enywhere else. VWes it the specisl pen neme of
some femilisr author?

The story has been told how Doneld Stuert wrote his first Sexton
Bleke story seeted on the Emtenkment when down end out. Probably he wes
able to do most of his other 40 with the 2id of a typewriter snd in more
comforteble conditions.

Inother suthor once told me thet he had had » Dixon Hewke story
rejected several times by D. C. Thomson's., He felt a 1ittle discoursged,
then he suddenly thought of something.  He mcrely chenged Dixon Hewke to
Sexton Blake and Tommy Burke to Tinker »nd sent it to Fleetway House.

It wes eccepted stroight away snd he was offered £0. He asked for 60 -
end got it. Thet was in the deys of the first series, and severel
others followed that revised Dixon Hewke story.

There is e striking feeture ebout John G. Brondon's record, for his
first story in the 2nd series was No. 365. With 56 (one » reprint) to
his credit before the end of the series weas pretty good going.

Alen Bleir's echicvremest coused me considereble surprise, for until
I ceme to work out these teLles I hed not the slightest idee he hed
written so much of Blake. He must heve been something of & weteran
towards the end, for he wrote his first seriel (for "The Boy's Friend")
in 1901. Pierre Quiroule's figures ere somewhat less impressive by the
fect that the majority of the stories which appeared under his mnnme in
the 2nd series were reprints,

A1l in 11, it's en extreordinery record. It is quite on the cards
that even with two stories e month only, the number of stories in the
S.B.L. will eventurlly excced those published in the "Boy's Friend Librery"
If thet be so, it will be a record never likely to be beaten, not in our
time, anyway.

5rd Series compiled to October 1950 inclusive.
Figures in poreanthesis denote reprints.

author 1st Series 2nd Series 3rd Serics Total
Wm, Murrey Greydon 72 - 117
Gilbert Chestex 1L 4) 31 106
G,.Iamilton Tecd 29 12 - 101
Allen Bleir ) 32 % 1; - 91
Coutts Brisbene 16
R.Coutts Armour) 3324 41 . L
/ndrew Murrey 65 4 -~ 69
inthony Parsons » 11 57 66
Pierre Quiroule 24 38 (26) - 62
Rex Hardinge - 34 & 55
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Author
John G. Brendon

Merk Osborne (John Ascott)

Anthony Skene
John Hunter

Lewis Jackson (Stephen Hood)

Doneld Stuart
Gwyn Evens

H. Gregory Hill)
Hylton Gregory )
Worwigk Jerdine
Walter Edwards
Paul Urquert

L. H. Brooks
John Drummond
Walter Tyrer
Lester Bidston
Stenton Hope

Ldwy Seerles Brooks

E. J. Murrey)
Sydney Drew )
Arthur S Hardy

P. Addington Symends

Martin Fraser
Cecil Heyter
T. All=s

John Creasey
Micheel Poole
Meurice B. Dix
L. C. Douthweite
0. Merlend
Ladbroke Bleck
Stacey Blake
Berry Perowne
J. N, Pentelow
George Dilnot
Lewis Cerlton
Trevor C. Tignall
Alfred Edger
Robert Murray
Hedley Scott
Richard Goyne
Derek Long

W, B, Ilome Gall
W. Revuo.ds

W. Jones
Crichton Milne
Richard Poole
Barre Lindon

H. Townley

1st Series 2nd Series 3rd Series Totsel
- 56 21) - 56
33 17 (5) - 51
3 36 (4) 5 44
- 11 31 42
15 1 25 41
- 41 éz) - 41
- 54 A7) - 31

1>

1)16 13 - 29
- 22 3 25
- 19 - 19
- 18 - 18
15 - - 15
i b 17 17
- - 18 18
- 13:.(2) - 13
- 11 2 13
4 7:(2) 1 12
ig 4 13 — 17
4  § - 11
7 2 - 9
- 3 3 6
5 - - 5
5 - - 5
W 3 2 5
4 1 - 5
s % 1 4
: 3 (1) 1 4
- - 4
- 4 - 4
- 3 - 3
- 3 - 3
1 2 - 3
- 3 - 3
~ 3 - 3
2 A - 2
2 - - 2
2 - . 2
o 2 | 2
Lo 2 - 2
e = e 2
1 - - 1
1 - - 5
1 - - 1
1 - - 1
1 - - 1
A i - 1k
- 1 - 1
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JAuthor 1st Series 2nd Series 3rd Series Totsal

Gordon Shew -
R. P, Foster -
W. J. BElliott L
Richard Essex .
H, P. Vickery —
T. C. Bridges -
Vernon Frost -
Gerald Bowmen L.
Clifford Geates o
D. L. Dmes .
John Purley 1
John Sylve ster A
Joseph Stemper -
Richard Standish -
Geo. E. Rochester -

i
et ol B I o Gy S Ry G S

I LI T T B R B e e e ol ol e
el e o ol R | 1

382

3
2
.

226 l}é2

|

Figures in parenthesis denote reprints.

0~0=~0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0-0=0=0~0~0=0=0=0 =0 =0=0=0=0=0~0—~0=0 ~0~0=0=0=0=0=0=0=~0~0~0

WANTED.  Diemond Lib. Kettle Series. Nugget Lib. No.268 and Peter Flint
Series., Boys' Friend 3d. Nos. 32, 186 and 334. Boys' Comic Lib.,

Aldine Turpin end Black Bess, and Vols. of Lot o' Fun, preferably bound.
Particvlars end prices: W H, Clough. 3 Fonthill Grove, Sele, Menchester.

WANTED. Larly "Jack, Sem & Pete" tales ("Marvels" only) 4d. series.
All 1d. series 1 to 303 112 to 1363 235 to 2453 2153 218,
Thorbon, 47 Cromwell Road, Cembridge.

BURRALGE COLLECTICN FOR BALE: Ching-Ching's Own, several volumes Ching-
Ching series complete, Dick Strongbow the Diemond King, Tom Tartar,
Herdiboy James, Lembs of Littlecote, Rags and Riches, Tom Terrybell,

Island School, Slupcresh Boys, Pangwell Boys, Broad Arrow Jack, For Honour,
Tom Wildrake's Schooldeys etc. Details and prices on application,

John Medcraft, 64 Wocdlands Road, Ilford, Essex.

W.NTED: THRILLIRS Nos. 48, 49, 50, 51 (1930). In good condition, to
complete volume for binding. R. Wilson, 100 Broomfield Road, Glasgow, N,

I'LL PAY ONT DOLLAR BACH for Union Jecks 764 snd 767, and these Joseph
Paerk's publiceticns: Veaity Feir, 1 to 16, 30, 313 Collectors' Miscelleny

32, 3%, 35, 35 and 37. Raymond L. Celdwell, P.O. Box 515, Lencester,
PEI 9 U.S .A"L.

WANTED: Would enyone please help @ new collector. ZRorly Gems and Magnets
wanted urgently. T. Dolson, 30 McLeon Avenue, Bentleigh, Melbourne,
Victoria, Austrelie.

WANTED: .ny bound volumes or loose issues Union Jack 19035 to 1915, Also
copies of Collectors' Miscellany prior to 1945 and Collectors' Digest
prior to November 1948, Weolter Webb, 84 Park Road, Sparkhill, Birminghem,
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Sexton.  DPlake Crogdword

ACROSS
3. Tiger, Tigaer.
7. Part of & pirete's call, or
a2 Chinese name by Murray.
8. Lellend's initiels.,
= . g 9. - 's Teed, or a Plummer
cf guise
o] | 12: Focial feeature, half of
‘ : i Chempion's Christion Neme.
: 14: Might be Dess.
' ' 15, Is a ret, concocted by
Robert.
2 17+ Character hewn from 2 French
| | stone?
. T 20,31,46. Blake hes fought this
- ) : terrorist geng.
L 21. Rochester, briefly.
TR 0 0 G 22, He drew admiration too.
23. Blonde Gengstress.,
24, Leverse initiels of GiPte
creotor
26, Voracious bird.
27, U.J. seriel (non-Bloke) by Allinghem, "The Gyrth - Mystery" .(Reversed ),
%32, Oh, Duchessl
36, See 20 #nd summarisc the wholo.
37, Bluke hes fought both humen end freptilien specioes.
39, Jack's eomplemeont,
40, Deck's clement.
41. Scottish-flavoured ruthor's Christien Neme.
43, Stuert is short.
44. Sholl be cluelcss, but never wes!
47. Sce 30 Down.
DOWN
1, Jalie's other self, minus the felsehood.
2. H¢ loved bubbly water.

3, S.'Bs enthusiast.,

4. Mr, Black or M. Bidston?

5. Y e¢llow Prince. ;

6. Bird of Paradisé, bchended, becomes Oriental.

7. "Hed Nigter". This suthor cortoinly hedl 8, Known as "Big Red".

10, Collesgue of 22 Across, kinsmen of Juliue? 1l. Pert of Sir Gordon's
Chinese ego. 18w Nabxrs 16, 10's Christian Name. 17. Commissioner of
Police., 18. Sce 30 Down - her initials. 20, Curious .\mericen crook
by Petterson. 23, Reincarnation Prince. 25. Evans mixed it with
mistletoe to make » mystery. 28. IUs name for Spots. 29. M broke

all the gless in Oxford Street, eccording to Marray . 30, and 4T J\oross
Bleke seved her from the cotacombs. 33, Pirst port of 47 reversed, make

a Teed cherecter, 34. Middle of 37 Aeross. 35. '"The - of Doom" by
Stuert, 37. Femiliar wey to eddress Mr. Drew. 38, " - Sexton Bleke",
gstarring David Ferrar., 40, Kochcster's clement. 42. First 2 letters of
41 Across. 44. 41 Across's initiels reversed. 6 45. Initials of one Murrey
2 __(3olution on p.1%6 )-
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The Sextor. Plake Puxzle Corner

Devised by Rex Dolphin

1, AMBUSH!

Tinker wes obliged to decrcese the Prnther's speed os soon &s they left
the mein roed, ond shortly they ceme to o deserted spot where the beauty
of the scene coused Bloke to exhele o sigh of pleesure. 'With the sesn
gleeming in the distence and o slight mist on the mountein tops, the sight
gladdened the eyes of the two men, especially ss they hod not been out of
town for meny weeks. Gulls wheeled overheed, their cry merging with the
hiss of the surf down below.

"Let's have o breok here," suggested Blake. When they hed parked the
cer they got out and set down for a quiet smoke under & shedy tree, certain
of a peeceful ofternocon following the elmost unceasing work of the pest
few weeks.,

(But Bleke ond Tinker ere in for en unpleassnt surprise, for nine of their
enemies ere lurkin. in embush., Can you spot them?)

2. PLSSPOKTS PLEASE!
Cen you nome the netionalities of these Blake cheracters?

Pompom Bryant Kennedy
Gunga Dass Lobangu
Fenlock Fewn Julius Jones
Coralie Stendish {ing Karl

Dr. Ferraro Prince Menes
Qyeni Muriel Marl
Bertrend Charon Zenith

5. RALINBOW CORNER

Colours ore often featured in Bloke titles. Con you stote the two
most commonly used?

Cen you fill in the missing colours in these titles?

The Tiger The Men in the Cowl

The Chrysenthemun Secret of the Mountein
The ngket The Domino
The Refugces The Panther

4. TFORM THREES
The middle ronk of euthors' initials is missing. Cen you supply it?
LRWIJTAJDEEWRMTETF
DHEPWNWHEB OBMEEDBBS

5. SECHET MESS. GE

This is o streightforwerd substitution ciphor. Work on the brsis that
E is the ccmmoncst letter in eny eversge Bnglish text., T. O and N ere vthel
frequent lectters. THE is the commonest three-letter word. .lsc in this
messege & well-loved cherecter's neme sppeers. Treck him down, end the
word following should strike you.
YT TH AR RPN T Y "R EYNR R

ONEKEYS FROEEER KGI - "MFPTIF DX Wiy
LEGFPY VYAIGYBES DL RXJRY. LUEBTNL .
DR TNy For Answers scc Page 106,

v
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How Tke X Arrived

Part II

By John Wood

(Note:~ To give #» complete picture the tebles published in Pert I (lest
yeer's Annual) sre repeated snd embodied with the errivels mentioned in
Part II. It may be noticed thet in e few cases lest year's figures have
been altered. The reeson is thet lest yeer Robert Blythe geve the number
in which the charaeter first played some active pert, whereas this yeer

J. P. Wood quotes the number wherein the cherscter is first mentioned, no
metter how remotely. - Ed.)

Completing the record of cheracters connected with St. Frenk's this
part fills in the picture since the enlargement of the school in 0ld
Series No.537 until the end of the Second New Series. The Third New
Series, of course, wes only e re-issue of the stories originally appcering
in 01d Series No.112 onwerds, end only ren for 25 numbers.

Thies part elso continues the story edmirebly told by Robert Blythe
in lest yeer's Annuel., His mony friends will be delighted to know that
et the time of writing Bob is meking e slow, but steedy, recovery from the
illness which hes prevented him writing the Nclson Lee Column for many
months. We all wish him & speedy return to our columns and extend to him,
Mrs. Blythe end young "Nipper'" best wishes for Christmas snd the New Yeer,'

Fortunately, the list of newcomers after the enlergement of St.Fronks
wes not very lerge ond thcre were, in fact, ¢ much larger number of
"outgiders" introduced, perticulerly es the stories beceme more and more
o mixture of detective story and school yern. In 211, 39 new boys, three
masters, five hesdmesters (including Nelson Lee) and six governos were
introduced, while the Moor View end River House schools incrersed substen-
tielly es well.

To. our story, however. With the return to St.Frenk's in 0.5. 537
the boys found that the old deys hed quite diseoppeared. Hearing thet
the o0ld Helmford cestle wes being dismentled , the school governors
bought it end used the ancient stones to build o new St.Frenk's which would
still look o0ld end meintein the traditions of the post. Two new Houses,
Best end West moade their oppeerence end all clessrooms, laboretories,
swimming beth and essembly hell were trensferred to the new School House
et the top of the famous Triengle. The Heed's House was moved to the
reer of Imer Court #nd ell was set for & new end outstending erc in the
history of the old school.

There wes little time to assimilate the improvements, however, for
we found ourselves chuckling ¢t the crenky views of the leen Mr. Barneby
Goole, vegeterien heodmester of the Fost House, or cesting o speculative
egye et the dendified Bernerd Forrest who in 537 wes an Eest House Fourth
Former, but who in the next number trensferred to the Remove and beceme
a populer successor to the now reformed Relph Leslie Fullwood. So populay,
in fact, thet when he was loter deservedly expelled, public demend
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resulted in his being brought beck: latepr he beceme Remove ovoptein fop
time, but thet wes in o Boys' Friend 4d. ILibrery story in the very dimteng
futurec.

Clive Russell wes now » new Hemovite, but en unwelcome eddition to
the Sixth wes Busthee Corey, undergraduste cousin of Fullwood, fleeing
from the police snd (in 538) taking the place of Stenley Clavering ot
St.JFronk's. Bustace's funk end blackguardism ceused Fullwood much
anguish before Stanley wes relessed from his prison in Bellton Priory ruins
to toke his place et the school, Eustoce receiving his jQst deserts ond
bveing pocked off to Mexico.

Fullwood was now & welcome mcmber of the decent "set" and ell ready
to play his pert with Nipper end the small %ody of sceptiés who fought to
uncover the mechinstions of the mystcrious Wzre Quirke. 7ith his weird
menifestations o° oceult powers, his compenion owl 2nd his geunt appearsnee,
Quirke soon imposed on his schoolmetes end was on effective aid to his
uncle's plen to trick Singleton end Lord Pippinton out of several thousshd
pounds. After » long period of unrest, Quirke wes exposed, but the series
wes E.S8.B. et his best end, with the carlier Dr.Kernek series, one of the |
most populer in the whole sage of St. Frenk's:

After this there wos little octivity in the new boy linc until the
slose of the old series when Terence O'Grady, Herbert Vendyke and .ilec
Duncen slipped almost unobtrusively into the stresm. They never played
p leading role end were introduced at & cineme show in London where they
met the more prominent juniors during thelr efforts to get recognition
for the suthorship of Steven's late father's play.

Duncen's friendship, however, meant much to the next newcomer, Horxy
Greshem, worthy son of Sir Stewsrt Greshem, famous Inglend end Hampshire
ericketer, who arrived in No.51 of the let New Scries. Because of ®
fomily sceret he sppeered to be # complex mixture of coward and sportsmen,
but this wes soon unrevelled and Herry slipped into the general pattemm
of the St.Frank's picture.

The Cestleton twins, Llen (the rescel) rnd Arthur (the sportsmen)
turned wp in 72, end, indeed, they eppercred concurrently in the Gem.

Alen Bt St.Frenk's wes misteken for Arthury =t St.Jim's irthur was believed
to be Alen, Much misunder:tending, but when he tried to lend his troubles
on to Arthur, Alen found conscience tvo mach =nd reformed with something
of the suddenness of Reggie Pitt in the earlier days.

Then ¢eme Vivien Trevers, whe mey well be regarded as the Cardew of
StJrenk's. Neither black nor white, he was » light grey, so to spesk,
He wes just o8 likely to do somecthing outrageous as something heroic.  Im
short, very humer! ‘ b

His cynieism end ruthlessness were seen in his efforts to raestore
the fortuncs of Jimmy Pot%s, the Boot-boy Bzronet, who came to St.Frenk's
ot the ®eme time from the seme sechool. Trevers olways remsined o lerding
light - @ position he was bound to occupy beccuse of his umec.rtein i
beheviour — and I olweys put him with Browme, the two Hemdforths, Nipper |
amd Archie well in the top reank of popalerity. ' 3
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Claude Gore-Pearce ceme six numbers later to replace Gordon Wallece,
e colourless substitute for the expelled Forrest, but he hedn't the
reccesary personality to teke up Bernard's old plecec end soon reverted to
the background,

There was an attempt to liven up the BEest House Fourth with the
arrivel of Licnel Corcoren in 132, closely followed by "®ioh" Herborough,
one of the Blue Crusaders of which famous tesm Corcoren was now the owner.
"Tich" went into the Remove, but slipped quietly out of the renks et en
early date. Corcoran stayed for some time, giving his section of the
Fourth a vitelity for which he hed been introduced.

With half the school only going on the School Ship tour which followed,
the arrival of Dr. Morrison Nicholls as hesdmester immediately on their
return, and the School Trein series after that, St. Frenk's was now almost
finished, There wes a slight revival of interest with the next two
errivels, Stenley Wnldo,(son of one of Mr. Brooks's most populer crcations,
the Wonder Men) and Robert Chester, uncle of Edger Fenton, but it was no
eurprice when o revivel of the Green Triengle orgenisation rcsulted in
the burning of St. Frank's, the dispersel of the pupils and staff, and the
introduction of the 2nd New Series.

That there was still e yearning for the 0ld school yerns wes cevident
bccause with No.15 St. Frank's pertly re-opened. Prominent newcomers were
K. K. Parkington snd his 11 Red Hots from Carlton College, but this was too
reminiscent of the errival of Buster Boots & Co., and sc en effort wes
made . to return to normel, Nelson Lee was made hcadmaster, Mr. Wilkes
errived fxom the North, end for e time there were possibilities. The
rincher-carl wes introduced, and his son, "Skecets", ceme as a2 day boy
(cnly ther .second in the school's history). A boy king ceme next, end
then Tory Cresswell literelly dropped in from an aseroplane. In No.122
we had Clive Maynaxd on his way, but he never reached Bellton. It wes
the end, epart from e dying flutter when Fighting Jim Kingswood took over
the headmastership in 129, The glory of St. Frenk's hed dimmed, to be
renlaced by the detective thriller, by a third series which ettempted to
etort all over again, and last of all by amalgemation with the Gem, How
gnd: it all seems!  However, I am appending a complete list of steff and
scholarsg as ot the time of Nelson Lee's headmestership in the hope thet
it mey prove e useful record. If specce permits, too, last yeer's
arrivels chart is Teing incorporated to provide & feirly complete record.
It i=g, however, not entirely so es regerds "outsiders", which mey be
published later.

Cheixmen of Governors (in order): Sir Bupert Menderley, Genersl Ord Cleytom,
Sir Roger Stone, &ir Roderick Trumble, Miss Jane Trumble. Sir John Brent,
Profesgor Ogleby, ILord Pottlebury.

Other Governors: General Milton, Sir Jomes Henson,Bt., ILucien Dexter,
Sir Gregery Gillingweter, and General Christopher Cerfex.

gvalf: Nelson ILee (heedmester), ilington Wilkes (Ancient House),
Beverley Stokes (‘/est House), Arthur Stockdele (Modern House), Borneby
Goole (Best House), Robert Lergton (Sixth), Williem Pegett (Fifth),

James Crowell (Remove), Horsce Pycraft (Fourth), Austin Suncliffe (Third),
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Staff (contd.)
Irthur Bloke (gym), 4lfred Simpson (chemistry), Herbert Grayle (Mathematics)
Fronk Weston (swimming), Rev. David Smythe (cheplein), Professor Sylvester
Tucker (science), M. Henri Jecques Lebleno (French), Dr. Jemes Press
(school doctor), Welly Freemen (footbell coech), Dora Manners (school
nurse), Josh. Cuttle (head porter), Mr. Hake (gerdener), Mrs, Hake (tuck
shop), Phipps (Heed's butler), Perkins (groundsmen), Bthel Winter end
Chrissie Brandon (telephone exchenge).

Ancient House (Red and Blue): Mr. @nd Mrs. Wilkes, Mr. Crowell end
Professor Tucker. Motron, Mrs. Poulter; Page, Tubbs. Head prefect,
Edger Fentony Jjunior ceptein, Dick Hamilton (Nipper). Sixth: Edger
Fenton, David Biggleswede, George Wilson, Hobert Conroy Zprefects),
Gilvert Kingsford. Fifth: Williem Napoleon Browne (captein), Horace
Stevens, Bertrem Love, Walter Hitchin, Meurice Bentley. Remove: Bernard
Forrest, Albert Gulliver, George Bell (study 4), Cleude Gore-Pearce
Arthur Hubbard, Edwerd Long (B), Dick Hemilton (ceptein), Sir Lencelot
Montgomery Tregellis-—West, Bt., Tommy Watson (C), Bdward Osweld Hendforth,
Walter Church, Ammold MrClure (D), archibeld Winston Derek Glenthorne,
Albert Brent (E), Jerrold Dodd, Hubert Jerrow, Cherley (Boomerang)

Bengs (F), Cecil De Valerie, Hubert Aleric Cevendish Duke of Somerton (e¢),
Vivien Trevers, Sir Jomes Potts, Bt., Viscount (Skcets Rossiter) Bellton,
lnthony Cresswell (H), Ralph Leslie Fullwood Clive Russell, Stanley
Weldo (I), Herry Greshem, .lec Duncen, Ulysses Spencer Adems £ )

Studies K, L, M end N empty. Third: Willy Handforth (captein),

Joseph (Chubby) Heath, Christopher (Juicy) Lemon, Jack Owen, Bobby Dexter,
Eric Gates and Jack Blythe.

» West House (Meuve end Yellow): Mr., end Mrs., Stokes, Mr. pagett. Metron,
Mrs.Bradley pege, Rodgers. Heed prefect, Arthur Morrow; Jjunior ceptein,
Reggie Pitt., Sixth: Arthur Morrow, Llewellyn Rees, Harold Frinton
(prefects), Leslie Stenhupe, Cedric Teylor. Fifth: Cuthbert Chembers,
Arthur Phillips, Welter Brysnt, George Hodder, Spencer Minter.

Remove: Regineld Pitt, Normen ("Jeck") Grey (Study 0); Nicodemus
Trotwood, Cornelius Trotwood, James Rodney (Fetty) Little (P), Johnny
Onions, Bertiec Onions, Guy Pepys (Q), Hon. Dougles Clarence Cyril
Singleton, Hussi Renjit Lel Khen (R), Solomon Levi Dick Goodwin,

Morgan Lvans (S), Justin Bartholomew Farman, Charles Owen, Augustus Hart
(7), Clerence Felluwe, Timothy Tucker, Robert Canham (U), Harold Doyle,
Yung Ching, Lerry Scott (V), ilan Castleton, Tom Burton, Clarence iugustus
Jerome Merchent Lord Pippintor (W). Studies X, Y @ond Z are empty.

Third: Dicky J.uncs, Tommy Hobbs, Edger Button, Freddy Mason, Victor
Hoskins, Jimmy Hope ond Stanley Kerrigen.

Modern House (Green and Gold): Mr. Stockdele, Mr. Lengton, M. Léblenc.
Metron, Mrs. Riley; Poge, Sprett. FHeed Prefect: Welter Reynoldss

junior captein, Jchn Busterfield Boots. Sixth, Reynolds, Harold Carlile,
Percivel Mills, Cyril Jesson (prefects), Frencis Goodchild, Milary Vickers.
Fifth: Howerd Rowe, Reginnld Swinton, Stephen Parry nnd Stenley Hulbert.
Fourth: Robert Chistine, Roderick Yorke, Cherley Tealmadge (Study I),
Trnest Lewrence, Hubert Churchmen, George Hollend (2), Herry Oldfield,

Len Clapson, Billy Nation (3), Sessue Yokeheme (4), Horece Crowe,

George Yebb, Albert Crooke (5), John Busterfield Boots, Percy Bray,

Walter Denny (6), Walter Skelton, Eugene Ellmore (7), Terence O'Gredy,
of

TS



Modern House (Contd.)

Herbert Vendyke (8). Studies 9 end 10 ere empty. Third: Tommy Tripp,
Herry Dowson, Arthur Deckin, Roderick Foote, Cyril Herper ond Charley
Thompson.

Bast House (Black end Orenge) Mr. Goole, lMr. Pycreft snd Mr, Suncliffe.
Motron, Mrs,., Potter; Poge. Jclks. Heed prefect: Simon Kenmores

junior captain, Lionel Corcoren. Sixth: Kenmore, Guy Sincleir, Cherles
Peyne, Augustus Parkin (prefects), Stenley Clevering, Fifth: Tarold
Grayson, Frederick Shaw, Percivel Drake, Williem Simms, Edger Sopp,
Gereald Sumpter. Fourth: John Holroyd, Edwin Munroe, Peter Cobb
(Study 11); ILionel Corcoren, Timothy Lrmstrong, Louis Griffith (12),
Clement Turner, Joseph Pege, Doneld Herron (13), Julisn Clifton, Robert
Simmons (14), David Merrell, Frederick Merriott, Tnoch Snipe (15),
Williem Freemen, Eric Delles, Arthur Steele (16), .rthur Kemp, Cyril
Conroy (17). Studies 18 19 and 20 ere cmpty. Third: Tommy Conroy,
Percy Ryder, Jimmy Hook, Billy Dele, George Fullerton, Thomas George
Porry, Robert Simms, Welly Sulliven.

In 2ll, 21 Sixth, 20 Fifth, 54 Remove, 39 Fourth snd 28 Third: a
grand -totel of 162, to which must be sdded steff 2nd nemes of boys who,
e8 shown in deteiled lists below, were there for & time only. \ big
output, Mr. Brooks!

CHARACTIRS OF THI NLLSON LEE LIBR .RY
IN ORLVER OF THEIR APPEARANCE

Third Formers ﬁé% ‘lougg . Third Formers §6§. House
George Fullerton 122 Ancient  Jemes Hook 515 Sce Note 1
(Chubby) Joseph Heeth 132 " Cherlie Thompson " "
Jeck Owen (Minor) 1 A Jeck Blythe 516 "
Christopher (Juicy) Billy Deale " 1"

Lemon 154 { Herry Dowson " "
Dicky Jones 167 4 Jimmy Hope " 1
Ronald Perry (Minor) 188 College  ———- S S b S L e A M it 3 2 AW
Stenley Kerrigon 263 Ancient  Remove
Leonard Simms 301 College Nipper rs Besil Benmett 112 .ncient
Willy Hendforth 386 Lncient i  p e 1P V. <iad |
Fred Mason 510 See Note lRobert Christine 112 College
Percy Ryder " 4 Roddy Yorke S
Welly Sulliven 511 " Cherlie Telmedge " "
Eric Getes it o Len Clepson " i
Edger Button s " Harry Oldfield " i
Cyril Harper 512 i Billy Netion " "
Alfred Conroy(Minimus) " " Sir Lruncelot Tregellis-
Bobby Dexter Fhiy " West " Ancient
Arthur Deekin " i Tommy Wetson i i
Thomas Hobbs 514 B Relph Leslie Fullwood ¢ "

"

Roderick Foote Albert Gulliver il [
Victor Hopkins ; i George Bell
Thomas Tripp 515 . Devid Merrell it H
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Remove (Contd.) §5§' House Remove (Contd.) géso House
Frederick Merriott 112 IiAncient Jerrold Dodd 312 /Ancient
Metthew Noys " L Gale (6) 328 College
Welter Church " " Hussi Renjit Lal Khen 347 . ncient
Teddy Long " " John Willard as
Bdward Oswald Hendforth " " J. Mertin 349 -
Arnold McClure " " Bnoch Snipe " "
Owen Major " " Archie Glenthorne 552 L
lrthur Hubbard - " " Yung Ching 359 "
Robert Canham 114 " Larry Scott 393 "
Short (6) " " Alf Brent as
Louis Griffiths " " 21f Huggins 408 4
Herold Doyle " " Clarence Fellowe 416 "
Timothy Armstrong " " John Busterficld Boots 432 College
Lincoln " " Horace Crowe 4 '
Clement Turner 112 College George "ebb g i
Joseph Peoge " " Albert Crookes " "
Welter Skelton 114 Ancient ‘Wlter Denny » "
Justin B. Farmen " " Percy Breay N "
Doneld Herron 116 College Ulysses Spencer .dems 442 mcient
Lrthur Steele (6) " " Hubert Jerrow 448 "
William Freeman 128 " Johnny Onions 462 )i
Cecil De Valerie 132 Ancient .Dertie Onions : 3
Arthur Kenp " " Cleude Certer (7) 485 "
Sessue Yokeme 133 " Clive Russell 529 i
Tom Burton 137 i
Cyril Conroy (Minor) 138 " Fifth
Fric Dalles 149 College Cuthbert Chembers 112 _.ncient
Duke of Somerton 167 Incient H7rold Grayson " College
Regineld Pitt 170 " Welter Bryont 138 Ilncient
Julien Clifton 175 " Arthur Phillips ik "
Jack Grey 177 1" Stephen Parry 187 College
Nicodemus Trotwood 187 " Frederick Shuw 188 "
Cornelius Trotwood " " Walter Hitchin 191 "
Lugenc Ellmore 203 " William Simms 196 incient
Robert Simmons " " Selter (6) 234 -~ ™
Young (6) " 1 Percival Drake 295 = College
Titus ilexis 220 " %gg}gu%gp%winton 22% i
John Holroyd 223 College forace Stevens 462 ncient
Edwin Munroc 4 " Wallace 485 '
Feber Cobb PSP AT Williem Nepoleon
i AN brome 513
e e ¢ R R R S | 8
Hgn.Douglag Singleton 240 4 Stonley Hﬁlburt " " " "
Dick Goodwin 274 " George Hodder " " " "
Solomon Levi 285 e Howerd Rowe 520 " " "
Hubert Churchmen 301 Collegse

George Holland

"
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Sixth

U.b.
No. House

Remove (Cont'd.)

1S§0¥FSE House

Edger Fenton (5) (18) 112 Ancient Charlie Bangs 147  incient

Arthur Morrow 5; ! 8 Morgen Evens 167 TWest

Welter Sterke §2 A RIS ) Stanley Waldo 175 .ncient

Simon Kenmore (5) 4 . Robert Chester 190 "

Hobart Conroy (Mgjor)(5)118 " Qnﬁ Wo5:

Lrthur Lambert((}) 126 " Oe

George Wilson (5) 135 " irby Keeble Parkington

Walter Reynolds (5) 187 College R 76%M15  Ancient

Cyril Jesson (5 " " Hervey Decks " :

Herold Cerlile (5 " " Clement Goffin Hh g

Harold Frinton 5; 195 Ancient Letts S i

Llewellyn Reces 196 " Mayhew y !

Percivel Mills (5) 187 College Jepson e ”

.ugustus Perkin (5) 485 " Kersey g ”

Guy Sinclair (5) 516 Modern Langley iy !

Froncis Goodehild 522 See Note I Bonner i .

Charles Payne (5) 523 won Ficke ! i

Devid Biggleswede (5) 524 Ancient Heddock 5 »

Loslie Stanhope " " Conwey Baines > .

Ly Viscount Skﬁgffton 61 h

Remove King Victor Orlendo 78 4

Clive Russell 537 Ancient payl Meddox 78 Y

Lord Pippinton 548 Tiest Tony Cresswell 110 "

\lec Duncon 567 Ancient (live Meynard (14) 122 "

IS;IOI:I.S. EOU.I‘th _____ Oﬁg;

Herry Greshem 51 .ncient Bernard Forrest (8) 537 Test

Alem Castleton 72 Vest Ezre Quirke (9) 542 -

Arthur Castleton Mok ! Terence 0'Grady 567 Modern

Gordon Wallece (10) 72 Ancient  Herbert Vandyke 267 "

Vivian Travers 90 .M Thta i ls g.S. s

Sir Jemes Potts (11) 90 - L'one pamgcran 12 das

Claude Gore-Peerce Dbt e 0.5.No,

"Pich" Harborough (12) 132 1" Bustace Carey ST Reast

Stanley Clevering 538 1
0.5,No.,
Lord Dorrimore 105 Big Game Hunter snd Explorer
Umlosi " Lord Dorrimore's companion. Chief of
Kutemas

Nelson Lee -8 Mr. slvington 112 /ncient House Housemoster

Dr. Malcolm Stefford A Headmester

Mrs. Heke " Tuck shop proprietor

Mr. Crowell 114 4Ath Form Master, later Remove Master

Mr. Stockdele L College House Housemaster

Jonas Porlock " proprietor of the White Hart Public
Werren 120 Porter. Left in No.274. Hauge
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0,5, NO.,

Arthur Grey 125
Inspector Jameson 126
P, C. Sparrow "
Mrs. Poulter 129
Eerl and Lady Westbrooke 1350
Dr. Brett 1952
Jeremieh Mudford 5%
Mike Bradmore 138
Mr. Pogett "
Cépt, Burton 139
Mr. Goodall "
Tubbs "
Williams 142
Mary Jane 148
Mr. Suncliffe 154
Monsieur Leblenc 156
Sir Crawford Grey 178
Mr. Binks 198
Sir John Brent 206
,Lady Mornington 257
Ellen 250
Jane f
Broome th
Wiggins 254
Mr. Lrthur Kirby 257
Edith Handforth "
Sir Edward Hendforth 260
Mr. Hudson "
Mr. McNeb 270
Josh Cuttle 275
Meude Cresswell 300
Jenkinsg L
Tinker 236
Coloncl Glenthorne 253
Phipps 354
Mr. Sharpe 363
Lumpy Bill 364
lir. Fielding 365
Mr. Spence 384
Farmer Holt 390
Mr. Cliffoxrd 395
Miss Charlotte Bond 436
Mrs. Tracey "
Joe Catchpole 446
Tom Belcher "
Greggs 458
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Copt. Bennington Gremmer School Fourth

Police Inspector,Bannington.
Policemen, Bellton.,
Ancient House Housekeeper.
Tregellis-est's Uncle and Lunt
Village Doctor
Villege Postmen
Bookmeker
Fifth Form Master
Tom Burton's father. Latér Skipper of
- Wenderer.
Owner of recing boats at Caistowe
‘ncient House Page Boy
Dr. Brett's man.
ancient House Housemaid
Third Form Mester
French Mester
Jack Grey's fether
Grocer of Bellton
Governor (later Chairman)
Lord Dorriemore's sister
Meidservent
Ancient House Cook
Head Gerdener
Bellton Station Porter
Handforth's Brother-in-law
Hendforth's eldest sister
Handforth's fether
1st officcr on the "Wanderer"
Chief lngineer, the "Vanderer"
School Porter
Headmester's sister. m. Sir Horace
(mentioned)
Headmester's Butler before Phipps
Sexton Bleke's asgsistant
Archie Glenthorne's father
Archie Glenthorne's valet
Ironmonger of Bellton
Bellton Hooligen. Blacksmith's son.
Caistowe Motor-boet Owner
Bellton Station-master”’

Sports Master

Headmistress Moor View School
Housekeeper Moor View School
Foreman, Holt's Farm.

Farm Labourer, Holt's Farm.
General Hendymsn, St. Frank's.




D.Se Noo

Mr. Beverley Stokes

Mrs. Stokes

Miss Perry

Mr. Horece Pyecraft

Professor Sylvester Tucker

Mr. Robert Langton

lr. Werner Russell

Mr. Bornaby Goole

Mr. John Carey

Dr, Reymond Snipe

Victur Meson

Jim Roach

Groves

Mr . Mortin Heeth, M.P.,J.P.
and Mrs, Hceth

Mr. Yetes, Tom & Fred.

Mr. Henry Bruce

Mrs  Welters

Janet

Coumander Sampson udd

Capt. Phincas Boom end

Peter Jiggs

Sylvanus Noggs

Stephen Ashwood

Dephne walters

Roger Barton

Sam /.rrowsmith

Augustus Crowson

Mres. Stevens

Mr. Tudor

Sir Rufus Browne

471 Temporery Heed., Leter Housemester,

472 West House

474 Under Mistress Moor View

485 Fourth Form Master

494 Science Mester

527 6th Form Mester

529 Clive Russell's father.

TN Bast House housemaster

541 Eustece's father

544 Snipe's grendfether (mentioned)
i Football Coech

548 Quirke's uncle
4 Lord Pippinton's cheuffeur

550 @ "Chubby" Heeth's parents

5o Butler, footmen, ot Dorriemore Castle.
i Relation of Lord Dorriemore.

552 - Muriel Hellidey's eunt.

i Meid

557 Asked to quzll West House revolt.

558 His servents, who ectually came.
561 Owner of trevelling theetre

1 Hiz leading men

3 His leeding lady (Mrs. Ashwood)
His rascally agent
564 Menoger, Emperor Theetre.
Owner, three London theatres.
565  Horace Stevens' mother

! aged family lawyer

566  Browne's fother

Benton La bl 8 . Australien at R.dcliffe

Herbert Terrant

Rogers

Capt. Bertram Glenthorne
Mrs. Ccnstence Menning
George Menning

Gereld Fenton

Cept. Jim Walker

Mr. Rogers

Bob Brewster

Mr, Williems

4ld, Tobies Crump

Doure Mennecrs

Professor Grant Hudson
Daley
Jim

N

Joan's brother
3  Australien at Redcliffe
5] Archie's celder brother
6 Hendforth's runt (widow)
6 Her son, Member of I.0.C, steff
T Edger Fenton's elder brother.
10 Ceptein of ocesn-going tramp
10 Junio¥ officexr
22 Hal Brewster's clder brother
23 DPrincipel, Bannington Cottege Hospital
23 Mayor of Bennington
24  Irene Manners' cousin
(Come to St.Frenks o8 nurse in
let N,8. 57)
26  Hale University
26  Head gerdener
26 Cerege mechonic, Bennington

102




Ifr. Snagg
Withers

Jenking

Bill Stiggins

Gen. Gregory Hondforth

Mr. and Mrs. Rodd

Capt. vareing

Mr. Wilcox

Edgar Stanmore

Mr. Cotton

William Hooker

Capt. Sem Sawkins end

Capt. Jim Cleamp

Mr, Williams

Sir Stewert Greshem

Mr, Iubert fddison

Briggs

Lady Honorie Dexter

Sir Lucien Dexter

Mr. Graham Castleton

Mr. Piper

Oscar Hammerton

Welter Church

Geuffrey Ghurch

Major-Gen, Charles Osborne

‘Major Frank Compton, V.C.

Mrs. Compton

Mr., Day

Gen. Christopher Carfex

Jem Potter

Timothy Tingle

Lady Potts

Mor timer Grayson

Bob Catchpole

Jue Spence

Mrs. Spence

Ernie Sprigg, 4lf Catchpole
HHaxrry Belcher,Tom Biggins

Sam Lloyd

Mr. Selford

Mason

Earl of lidgemore

Jenkins

Williem Gore-Pearce

Taylor

Lucas Snell

Jacob Smithers

M. Henri Girard

Mademe Rossiter

1st N.S. 26

26

T
31
34
34
36
36
44
44
49

49
49
51
53
52
55
¢,
Te
13
73
76
76
80
80
81
81
84
84
87
90
90
90
90
90

90
92
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Bennington bookie and- tipster

Doorkeeper ot night club on Bellton
road

Bannington Gremmer School

Feirground show proprietor

Handforth's bechelor uncle

Butler end Housekeeper

Commander of the Titen

Junior officer

Junior ceptein, Bennington G,S.

Skipper of berge Gladys

Riverside resident.

Barge skippers

Licensee "The Angler"
Harry Gresham's father
Head's private secretary
Under gardener

Head's sister - Fresh aif fiend.
Archaeologist. Governor,
Father of Castleton twins
Bannington art dealer
London art deesler
Church's father

Church's uncle

0l1d Boy of Gt.Frank's.
Another 01d Boy: lost memory.
His wife

Benmnington beker

Governor

Villager

Bannington grocer

Sir James's mother
Grayson's father: in city.
Bellton Rovers' captain
Bellton Juniors' captein
His mother

Bellton ¥ouths
Bookmaker

Bannington pawmbroker
Bennington bookmaker

His butler

Claude's father

His cheuffeur

His lawyer

Edgemore fearmer

English master, Corrigay School

His sister, widow of Capt, Charles
Rossiter.




Charlie Rossiter lst N.S. 98

Jack Winston 104
Mr. (leter Sir) Hobert Menners 118
Sophie Heaton 126
Sam Billings 128
Bill Brice 128
Lightning 128
Jock 128
Mr., Godfrey Norton 140
Sir Arthur Brampton 145
Stenley Clapson 147
Dr. Morrison Nicholls 151
Sir Gilmen Browne 16l
Simon end Olive Clegg 190

Sir Gregory Gillingwater.2nd N,S. 27

Lord Pottlebury 29
Mr. Llington Wilkes 29
Nelson Lee 29
Lord Welkherry 29
Ccunciller Horace Gribble 29
Welly Freemen 31
Cristabel Herrington-Dcugles 51
Mrs. Wilkes Kl
Townrow, Smith, Braby, Moulden ot
Sir Trevor Parkington 46
Vincent 46
Jake Diamond & Trixie Foster 48
Mike Satelle, etc. 52
Mr. Grant 5T
Barl of Fdgemore 61
Mortimer & Tustece Carroll 61
Stephen Gotfield & John Leech 62
Dr. Inigo Scettlebury i
Hockett L
Lmos Whittle 75
Howerd Barfield 75
Professor Thorpe Ogleby 84
Red Kress 110
Dr. Howerd Ponsonby 119
Jomes (Fighting) Kingswood 129
Cherles Stockdele AR
Nerki 158
Lady Eustécie Bowers 152

Mndeme Rossiter's son, grandson of
Eerl of Tidgemore.
Cousin of Irene Menners ond brother
of Tlsie.
Father of Irene Menners
Archie Glenthorne's aunt
Menager-Secretery, Bannington Town,
Bookmaker
Willy's greyhound
Bannington Town treiner
Remove magter on School Ship
0ld Boy of St.Frenk's,
Len Clepson's fether
Hesdmaster
Browne's uncle
Robert Chester's friends
Governor
0ld Boy and Minister of TEducation
Ancient House housemaster
Headmester
Governor
Meyor of Bannington
Footbell coach
Archie's funt
Housemaster's wife
Bennington G.S.
K.K's uncle
His son
americen gengsters
Crooks who become masters
Jupenese Cofc meneger
Rencher—-earl
Claiments to earldom
Their helpers
Herdmaster (Luft in 73)
His cheuffeur
Bannington saw miller
Solicitor
Cheirman of Guvernors
(1eter herdmoster)
Cresswell's Secret Service
father
Zingreve os hendmaster
Last headmeaster
Mr. Stockdale's brother
Crook and sorcerer
Archie's aunt

Advertise in the C.D,

104




THE MOOR VIE'/ SCHOOL.

Introduced No. 436

Violet Wetson
Ethel Church s
Lgnes Christine L
Irene Menners "
Marjorie Temple "
Doris Berkeley "
Tessa Love "

n " "
Jean Torraont "
Ena Hindforth "
Winnie Pitt "
VMiss Muriel Hallidey L
Mary Summers i

First mentioned

"

213

n
"

436
439

464 with Onions Circus
470 Moor View
474
488
ni%
Ol D as 550
" 554 (Ceme to Moor View

Tustace Grell

later)
Miss Browne " # 1st N,S. 47
Sylvie Glenn " " " " ‘139
Betty Berlowe " " " "o1Ts
Molly Stepleton (15) " M iR A © i
Vera Wilkes ) e 2nd N.S. 30
Annie Russell A L i L 32
Phyllis Palmer " " A M A
THE RIVER HOUSE SCHOOL. Intro. No.143
. Dr. Molyneux Hoggs 145 Principel

Mr. Wreogg ) Under Moster
Hon. /Aubrey De Vere Wellborne il
Hon. Bertram C:rstairs L
Hone Cyril Coates i
Hel Brewster tf
George Glynne W

ove Ascott i1

Leighton il

singswood, Norton, Hewke, Brempton, Greant, Binghem, .11 No.312.
Riley No, 455.
Rex ond John Bayliss, 18t NSe 1

Littlewood 24

95 (Fxpelled)

Long, Mason, Reeves, Driscoll, Buller, Pringle, Mann, Pelmer, Hadley,
Commerford, Grant, Hewes, Knight &nd Lecey — ell 1lst N.S. 112.

Cyril Grohem
Chepmen, Gedsby, Delaney

lst N.S. 124
" " 125

Mr, Austin Mershell, Wilmorc, Persons & Bishop (prefects) sand
Evens (e senior) -- 411 lst N,S. 176.

Boxley -- 1lst N.,S. 183.

NOTES

1) Mentioned only in Portrait Gellery, St.Fronk's Megazine.
52)

Tixpelled Nc¢. 211.
(3) Expelled No. 126.
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Notes (Cont'd)

Expelled No. 222.

Prefects.

Mentioned once or twice only. Assumed to have left.

Expelled 492.

Tronsferred to Remove (Ancient House) 0.S. No.53%8., Expelled lst New
Series Tl. Returned lst New Scries 179.

Left 0.S. Nu.549. Apcered in second series beginning 1st N.S. 137.

Left in 1st N.,S, No.75 end returned to River House.

Arrived in cepscity of boot boy, Ancient House.

Noted in 1lst N.S. 174 that he had left St.Frenk's,

13) Left in 2nd N.S. No,Tl.

Never sctuelly errived.
Heroine of earlier series while ward of Tileen Dare.

16) Arrived in Boys' Realm story No.37 dated 13 Dec. 1919,
17} 1h L " " No.l2 deted 21 June 1919.
18) Originally in College House.

1.

2

5

ANSVERS TO GEXTON BLAKE PUZZLIES

Characters in order of appeesrance: Dass, Hale, TMegle, Mist, Mencs,
Rymer,. Owl, Kew, Rcece.
Score: 1 merk each, or 10 if all found.

Ethiopien (Abyssinian), Hindu, American, French, Italian,
Japanese, French, !merican, Zulu (Etbaia tribe), ‘ielsh, Serbovian,
bgyptien, .merican, Rumenian.

Score: 1 mark eesch. (14)

Two most common title colours: Red, Black.

Missing colours: .Yellow Grey
Black Red
Golden Red (Crimson)
White Grey

N.B. Possibly other colours may fit. If you can prove such a case,
count your answer right.

Sccre: 1 mark each. (10)

0. LJNCSG LS JM 0 "BIC-HINL

NB., Nos. 9 and 15 can exchange places.

Scores 1 mark each. (16)

FOUR NEW VOLUMES OF BHE SEXTON BL.KE LIBR.RY .RE ISSUED ON THED FIRST
THURSD..Y OF NEXT MONTH. ORDER THEM NOW.

Scores 25 if all' correct. Lose two marks for each word wrong or
incomplete.
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ANOWERS TO "FUN AT SCHOOL'" SUTZ

Score yourself according to the figures at the end of each answer,
one for each correct answer, and no cheating!l Possible total is T79.
Rate yoursclf as follows: Over 70, excellent; 60 to 7O, very goods
50 to 60 good; 40 to 50, average; under 40, more study needed.

Iinswers

1. Greyfriars; St. Jim's; Rookwoodj St. Frank's; East House et
St. Frank's; West House st St. Franksy; and Ancient House at
St, Frank's. (8 merks).

2. Mr. Sands the groger; the Head of Rookwood; Dr. Brett: Tilcen Barc
Elysisn Cafe; William Nepoleon Browne. (6)

%3, Bannington 3043 Helmford 53013 Bannington 38413 W.C. 0017043
Bennington 703 Courtficld 106; Bannington 688. (7)

4. P.C's Bogg, Tozer, Sparrow, Crump,. (4)

5. Bruce Richard; Osweldy Garston: Umphreville; Bernards 'oodheads
Lsshetony Manfred; Jasper; Plantagenet; Theophilus Felixj
Hestings; Tudor. (13)

6. William Gosling (Greyfriars); John Mack (Rookwood), Tphraim Taggles
(st.Jim's), Josh Cuttle (St. Frenk's), Mrs. Mimble (Greyfrisrs),
Sgt. Kettle (Rookwood), Dame Taggles (St. Jim's) and Mrs. Hake
St. Frank's). (8)

7. Lord Tallboys (Carcroft), Reggie Pitt (St. Frenk's), Billy Bunter
(Greyfriars), Jerrold Lumley-ILumley (St. Jim's), Herbert Vernon-Smith
(Greyfriars). (5)

8. Tuckless; Adelberts Spencery Fortescue® Jesvers. Aucklands
Mermaduke., (7)

9. Toby, Tubbs, Trotter and Spratt are nage boys at St. Jim's,
St. Frank's (Ancient House), Greyfriars and St. Frenk's (Modern House).
The next three are Indfan Wwoys; the last five are Fourth form
masters. (12)

10. Lord Pippinton; the Duke of Somertony Viscount Belltong
Lord Dorriemore. (4).

11, Squiff. Drake and Rodney. (3)
12. Dr. Mervell and Dr. Greville Mason. (2)

Clean Pre-1920 Cigarette Cards
bought. Also Pre-1900 latech
Box labels e o wed -
Cruse, 18, St. Matthew's Road
Cotham, Bristol b . .
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The Colleckors’ Whos Whao

Compiled by Herbert Leckenby

Bigger than ever this indispenseble festure of the /Annuerl, Once
egain we welcome dozens of new friends, end very few have dropped out.
A perticularly pleasing fact to note is the number who have joined us
from overseas.

The growth of this section, gratifying though it is, does creste e
problem, How to provide the spece without encrosching on other festures.
It reelly looks as if sometime the '"Who's Who" will be e publiestion on
its own.

Once egein collectors' foourites appesr in order of preference.

We have elso indicated members of the 0ld Boys' Book Cluls thus:
London (L.), Northern (N.).

Here are the Groups:
1, Victorian Pepers.
2, Eerly 20th Century,
3, Aldines,
4. Ceptain, Boys' Own Paper, Chums end similar pepers.
5, "Hemilton" Papers: ga) Megnet, (b) Gem; (c) Penny Populars
1) Schoolboys' Owns (c) Holicdey Annual.
6, Sexton Blake: (&) Union Jacks (b) Sexton Bluke Librery;
02 Detective Weekly.,

7, (a) Nelson Lee. (b) Monster Librery.
8, Between Two Wars:

(Chempion, Thriller, Rernger, Modern Boy, etc.)
9, Comics.

% Denotes Collector's first cppecerence in Who's Who.
pp

B T L ————

ADIEY, D"REX JOHN.
19, Breithweite Gardens, Stenmore, Midllesex. 'Phone Tordsworth 4484.
Lge 2%, Groups 5(2) (b); 7(a); 5(e) (a), 5(c); 6(b) (2) ()3
F(b)g <21 34 By 8.
Interested in compiling lists of titles of most boys' pepers. ..nxious to
obtein Nelson Lees, 2n! series, 66 tc 73, 77, 79, 87, 89, 91, 119, 122 to
124 155 w0 laobhs . LAY to" 147 .
LLLEN, LEON.RD M.
3 Montgomery Drive, Sheffield, 7. (N)
hge 44. Groups 43 T(2)3 93 2: 6(2).
Wenteds; Capteins, Vols 9 ancd 303 Nelson Lecs, No's 453 snd 4543 014
Comics; Nuggets (.L.P.), ctc.
¥ ALLISON, GUR.AID.
7 Sumnerficld Goriens, Bremley, Leeds. (N)
hge 45. Groups 5(2) (b)y 6(2) (b)s 5(c).
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Allison, Gerald. (cont'd.)

Has only a smell, but grestly treasured collection of Megnets. These
include 1285-1296, "Herry “harton'in Disgrsece". Re-reads them every
three years.

Derives greet pleasure from the meetings of the Northern Section 01d
Boys' Book Club of which he is Librerian.

LNDERSON, L.T.

51 Holmewood Gerdens, Brixton Hill, London, S.'/.2.

Lge 39 Groups 5(e) (b) (e) (c)
Been a reader of Megnet and Gem since ege of 10, Llways willing to buy
Magnets, particularly those pricr to 1928.

® ASFDEN (Mrs) M. (N.)

104 Earmsdale Road, Darwen, Lencs. Group 5(a)
¥ B.KER, CHLRLES G.

T Marine Terrace, Waterloo Port, Caernarvon.

Groups 5(b) (a) (c)s 23 33
6(v) (a) (¢)
inxicus to obtein Boys' Heralds, Vel.6; end Gems Nos., 1246 to 1286, and
1297/98. Plucks 106 to 132, carly Magnets and Gems 1-400.

Started to collect in 1914 but lost a large part in a raid on
Liverpool during the wer. Lost Megnets and Gems 1 to 400, first 200
Peuny Populars, 10 vols. Boys' Realm, 7 vols. Boys' Herald end many others,
but has safe o1l the re-print Gems except 1246/86, @ large number Boys'
Realms and Herslds; ebout 200 Boys' Friend 3d Libraries between 3 and 3003
180 Dctective Weeklies, large number Sexton BDlake Librarics, the first
52 Boys' Realm Football Libreries and many others.

B.RTLETT, HENRY J. H.

Pses Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Dorset.

sge 49. Groups2; 33 5 (ell); 45 6 (e1l)s 8; 93 T3 1.

Hos a mixed collection of many books of most groups. Particularly
intercsted in fentastic books, Ferrers Lord, by Sidney Drew, Capteir
Justice, etc. Also Boys' Friend 3d end 4@ Libreries. Wents old copies
of comics, including Puck. Would like to contect other fantasy fans.

B.RNITT, LEON .RD.
2 New Street, Pittshill, Stoke-on-Trent.
Lge 32. Group 5(e) (a)
BIWDEN, WILLI.M L.
7 Penryn Street, Redruth, Cornwall.
Group 5 (ell)
BEJRDSELL, FREDIRICK CLIFFORD.
" Plymstock", Ross Lvenue, Davenport, Stockport, Cheshire, (w.)
\ge 46. Groups 5(2) (b) (d); 6(a)
Always willing to pey for loan of pepers.

BENNETT, RAYMOND V.
64 Dudley Road, Tipton, Staffs,
Age 34. Groups 5(a); 7(a)s; 5(v) (c)s 6(b).
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BENTLEY, J. BRERZE.
4 Greenfell Drive, Bradford Moor, Bradford, Yorkshire.
Group 5(a) (b) (A) Hanmilton stories cnly.
Collection now consists of over 1350 Megnets (inclulding complete run
938 - 1683); Gems 450 (neerly o11 numbers over 1200); S.0.I's over 200.
Noe L Megnetz Noo¢ 125060

* BBENIT61725 Crenhem Road, Romford, Essex.
Age 26. Groups 5(e) (b) (a) (e); 7(a); 6(a); 8.
Chiefly interested in Megnets end Gems. Llso likes Bullseycs and
would like to obtein copies in good condition. Only recently started
collecting. Mrs. Blewitt is also a keen Hemilton fan.

% BLIGHT, EDW.RD. (L)
"Sendhills'", Constantine Bey St. Merryn, Padstow, Cornwall.
Lge . 50. Groups 6(#); T(c); 6.e), 6(b); 8 (Thriller);
5(c)s 2y 35 1 6(v)3 43 S(2)s
5¢d)s  T(b)s 9.
Started collecting in 1915 with Boys' Friend 3d Librery, Megnet an: Gem.
In addition hes Union Jacks, Detective '/eeklies, Mervel, Ponny Popular,
Thriller, Nelson Lee Library, Rcbin Hood, Wild "Jest and meny others.

BLUNDEN, Anthony ..

43 Blmfield Avenue, Teddington, Mid'lesex.

Lge 15 Group 5 (e11); 7(v) (o).
inxious to obtein Magnets 1139, 1141, 1142, 1287, 1288, 1289, 1290, 1291,
1293, 1295, 1296, 1357, 1362. :
Gems 1077-1079, 1505, 1543.
S.0.N's 285, 306. 312, 324, 345, 375, 381, 393, 249, 256, 337, 340, 370,
349, 400, 403, 409, 273, 314, 23C, 317. %

Intcrested in Populars.
BLYTHE, ROBERT.
46 Carleton Road, Hollowey, London, N.7. (L)
uge 35. - Groups T3 5(e)
BOL.AND, JOHN A, ;
College Historicel Society, Trinidy College, Dublin, Tire, Irelend. (L
e 19, Groups 5(2) (v) (a). 9 (Comet only).
Also intcrestecd in the Meccano Megezine (but not in Mecceno).
"Jented pre-November 1948 Collectors' Digests ond Annuels 1 end 2.

BOND, HLRBERT MLURICE.
10 Erw /en, Rhiwbine, Cardiff.
Age 38. Group 6 (all).
BOPMTOMLEY , Fred.,
A8 Downhills Park Road, Tottcnhem, Lonlon N.14.
Group 5 (21l)
BRADSH.W, WILLI.M H.
3644 N. Oekley Avenue, Chicego 18, Illinois, U.S...
Group 6(2) (b) (c)
Hes now over 800 Union Jacks end complete sct Detective Teeklies,
(379 issues).
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BRANTON, VW, LESLIL,
63 Thoresby Street, Hull, Yorkshire. (L)
Group 5 (2) (e)
B: ETHLRTON, T.D.,
Heskin, Nr. Chorley, Lancs.
Groups. 23 1y 95
iiequires Boys' Leaders (Pearsons) Nos. 75 to 101. For exchange only
Nogl, 27 to 54%

® BRCWN, R.LYMOND E.

54 Longreach koad, Liverpool 16. (L)

hge 23. Groups 5 (a1l); 6(®) (a) (e)s T(b)oa)P 8.
Although interested in old woys' books since 1938, only started collecting
this yeer. Tispecinlly intcrested in Hamilton pepers end wishes to
increcase collection., Requires Megnets 1930-40. Employed in London.
Address., 69 Byron venue, Crenford, Nr. Hounslow, Middlesex.
BULROW, RON.LD.

1 Albert Squere, Yecadon, Leeds.

.ge 39. Groups T(e); 5(a) (b).
Wented: Nelson Lee's (old series) 17, 30, 78, 107, 114, 352, 448, 470;
Gem 13513 Mervel (1894) 45, 513 S,0.L. 43 B.F.L. 1lst series, 514,

®* BYRNE, F. G.

Wymoncham College, “ymondham, Norfolk.

Greups 5(a) (b) (@) (e)s 17(a).

CLLDWELL, RLYMOND L.

P.0., Box 515, Lencester, Pa.

.ge 56. Groups 13 23 33 6.
# C.RTER, frnest Cherles.

2 Cooper Strcet, Kingsford, N,S.W., Australie,

Lge 39. Greups T(a) (b)s 6 (all); 5 (e1l1).
CLSE, FRLNCIS.

4 Dee Street, Liverpool, 6.

hge 45, Groupe 95 13 5(a) (b) ()3 2.
Is enxious to obtain st reesonable prices old copies of pre-war comic
pepers, particulerly "Lot-o-Fun", "Comic Life" end "Buttexrfly" .
Condition unimportent if readable.
CHECKLLY , PETLR JOHN.

18 Terlington Roed, Coundcn, Coventry.

hge 16. Groups 5(b); 8 (Bullscyes)s 7(a)s

5(2) (e) (2) (e).

CLOUGH, WILLI/M H.
3 Fonthill Grove, Sele, Menchester.
Age 49. Groups 33 23 6(a).
# COLLIER, H. J.
9 Gotts Perk Crescent, Leeds 12.
Group 5.
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COOK, JANTS W,
4 Swenaton Path, Oxney Estate, "Jetford, Herts.

Age 42. Groups T3 5(z) (e)
COOK, JOHN R.
178 Merie Street, Benwell, Wcwcestle-on-Tyne,

Groups T(a)s 5(&)s T(x)s 5(e) (b) (o)
K(a)(e)s 5(e)s '6(c)

COOK, RON .LD.,

30 Lucien Road, Tooting Bec, Loncdon, S,

Age 28, groups 5(a) (b) (e) (1) ( ), 8 (Ronger)
Possesses T00 Meynets, 36 Gems, 62 S.0.L's, 3 Holicay Annuals.
Requircs most pre-1929 Magnets, Rengers 1 ~ 3035 Gems, Boys' Magnzines,
Populers dated 1931, end S.0.L's 1920-31.

COKBETT, JOHN.
49 Glyn Ferm Itoed, Quinton, Birminzhem,
Lge 39. Group 5(a) (b).

¥C0X, EDMUND WALTER.
29 Cerisbrooke Drive, Bitterne, Scuthempton. (L)
Age 22. Groups 5 (211); T(e)s 6(c)s
85 95 6(a) (v); 2.
Collection® consists of sbout 250 Megnets, 100 Gems, 100 S.0.L's,
7 Holilesy Annuals, 12 Nculson Lees, 500 penny Comics, 5 yesrs' Boys' Own
Paper complete, 200 odd pepers. Anxlious to obtrin any Magnets prior to
1930, especially 1923 to 1950. .lso Gems :n! certein copies Penny Populer
end Beys' Friend. it

®CRUSE, A, J.
18 St. Metthews Road, Cothem, Bristol, 6.

Dous not collect, but is greetly interested in the subject, and has
written severel articles for the Press.,

CROLLI., Ronald J.
8 Lytton kved, Romford, EBesex. (L)
Age 32. erovps 5(a) (b) (1) 7(a); 5(e).
Megnets wenteds 170, 176, 177, 178, 182 end 119.
DARWIN, WILFRED.
76 Western Rouad, Tost Dene, Rotherhem, Yorkshire.
hge 36, Group 6(¢).
Urgently requires Union Jeck Nos. 1161, 1149, 1177, 1178, 1198,
Llso very interceted in Boys' Megezine snd wishes to obtein cortein
numbers efter 331, Alweys glad to hear from others similerly interested.

®¥DEASY, JAMES C.
14 Gelleymount Gerdens, Renelegh, Dublin, Ireland,

Lge 18, Groups 5(#) (b) (a); 8.
Llso interested in post-war Chempions, Thomson pepers ond the Comet.

Started collecting in 31945 end hes o lerge number of Chempfons end
Thomson pepers.

R 4 1




DEVEY , REX.

"Springfield End", Herlexton Rozd, Grenthem, Lincs.

hge 48, Groups 5(2) (b)s 6(db); 9.
Though no longer & collector, tokes o keen interest in old boys' books,
Hos @ few Boys'! Own Papers 1891-23 Chums 1909, =nd some od1 Megnets,
Gums, Mervels, Union Jacks ani Aldines.

xDIXON, J .5,
4 Cooper Lvenue South, Liverpool 19,

Group 5(a).

#DOBSON, TOM.

30 McLeon Avenue, Bentleigh, Melbourne, Victorie, Australie,

hge 45. Groups 5(a) (p) (c) (a); 6(z) ()3 7(e) (b).
Only been collecting ebout 6 months. [ Hemilton enthusiast. Has 52
carly Gems, 47-723 99-1243 160 lgte Gems, end 180 late Megnets. Also
Holidey lLnnuels 1930-1941.

Is a public servant (Feleral), P.M.G. Dept. Externsl service 1921.
Stetioned Brighton (Victorie) P,0. since 1928, '

DOLPHIN, REX.

13 Meedow Wey, Hyde Heoth, Amershem, Bucks.

ige 35. Group 6(a) (b) (e).
Specially interested in Pierre Quiroule stories in Sexton Bleke Librory
1st and 2nd series. Requires 169 snd 193, 1lst series, or 443 2nd series,

DOW, JAMES, Junr.
T3 King Street, Aberdeen.
Iyge 36. Groups 5(2); T3 5(c) (v).
DOVLER, HARRY,
86 Hemilton Roed, Longsight, Menchester, 13. (N)
Age 60. Groups 25 4.
Requires early volumes Big Bulget, and Mexwell Scctt stories in 2, UJT.¢
Pluck, Mervel, 1ld U,J. #nd Boys' Friend 3d snZ & Libreries.
#¥DRYDEN, WHAELER.
Box 2647, Hollywcod, 28, Celifornie, U.S.A.
Group 5 (#11)
EDGILIEY , BRILN.
9 Southwey, Cershelton Beeches, Surrey.
Group 6(b) (2).
!nxicus to obtein most Sexton Bleke Libraries (3r? Serica) between
Nos. 1 end 50, Also e few lester. Specielly wented, Nos, 2, 22, 30, 52,
and 5%, . few 2nd Series also required.
EDW.RDS, W. E.
The Retreet, Ook Roed, Crays Hill, Billericey,6 Essex.
Group 5(e).

ﬂvaTT, C e 4de
P.0. Box 7, Brinkworth, South Australie,

a8e 35. Group 5(2) (b) (1) (e).
Posses epproximately 300 Gems, 300 Megnets, 100 S.0.L's, 200 Nelscn Lecs.
Been collecting two yeers. (over)
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Everett, C.A. (Cont'a)

Is anxious to obtein Megnets end Gems prior to 19323 S.0.L's prior
10 NOW 200,

Is e dence pianist.
EGAN, BERN.RD.

1 Dartmouth Terrece, Ranelegh, Dublin, Tire.

Age 27, Group 5(2) (b) (a) (e) (c).
Hes ¢ small collection of Magnets, Gems and S.0.L's. Perticularly wents
Mognets 1175-1185, 1297-1307, and eny Megnets end Gems between 1931 and
1935. Letters welcomed.

Intcrested in drewing end painting end is & watch end clock repeirer
a3 a gpére time occupation.

PAYNE, ERIC.
The Mo lern School, Grove Reed, Surbkton, Surrey. (L)
Groups 5 (e11); 63 8.
FLINDIRS, (Miss) EVLIYN B,
Roseview, Gosmore Road, Nr, Hitchin, Herts.

Grovps 5(b) (2) (c) (2) (e).

FChD, DEREK.
42 iest Bond Street, Macclesfield, Cheshire.
Group 6(a) (b) (c).
S$+411 hunting Detective Weeklies 219, 223, 309, 313, 316, 318, 319, 336,
240, 356, 357, and 379 to complete collection,

TOSTER, GEORGE C.
26 Kelso: Place, .8,
Group 5 (e11).
Or.ce hed @ huge collection, but now only possesses some eerly Boys' Friend
73 Tibrories, including first three, end a quentity of Greyfriers, St.Jims
and JQOAWuOd Schcolboys' Owna.  Has some early Jeck, Sem snd Pete stories.
g himself & successful cuthor with ebout 40 novels to his credit.

Firat wrote 1% gemi-gerious .enee including "Sunwerds", "Cats in Clover"
ard "No Poppies in Flenders", Then turned to comedies. One "Thc Rift in
+kv Toot" wes filmed es "Birds of o Festher" with George Robey in it.

fHer 18 humorous ones returned to his originel style un'er the nom-de-
nlume of "Seaforth" after his old regiment. Letest written under his
is "“Hooked on the Line".

O naine

TENNELL, HUGH W.
4 Dixon Roed, South Norwood, London, S.E.25.
Groups 13 23 3; 6(2), (end r11 others).
ted "W7ild Boys of London'; complete set "Scoops'"s; Wrenk Reede's
i<s, end Science Fictiony Detective end Mystery items. 044 numbers
leton Horsemen" end "Boy Detective",

GLNLER, WILLI.M HUNRY .

Box 60, Trenscona, Menitoha, Cenade.

Age 52. Groups 5(2); 2.
Requires various numbers in Volumes 1 to 4, 14,315, 25 to:the tendyBoys!
riend, new series.
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GARRATT, AWTHONY W HITLKER.
275 Chester Roed, Little Sutten, Wirrel, Cheshire.
Age 28, Group 5(c) (e¢) (a).

GEAL, JOHN WILLI .M.
277 Kings Road, Kingston-on-Themes, Surrey. (L)
age 29. Groups 5(2); 8 (Modern Boy), 5(b); 7(2).
Perticulerly wents "Modern Boys" end "Boys Friend Libraries" with Captein
Justice yarns. lst new Scries "Nelson Lee" snd "Scoops'", science fiction 24
1934.
¥GILES, F., VICTOR.
6 St. Prul's Rord, Berking, Essex.
Group 5.
GOCHER, JOHIN WOODWARD .
Constitution Hill, Sudbury, Suffolk.
ige 28, Groups 8; 5 (ell); 6(a) (b); 4.
Inxicus to obtein Boys' Wonder Library; Thrillers conteining stories

by Murdock Duncen; bound volumes of Chums 1930 onwardss end Triumphs
from 1930 onwerds.

GODFREY , SIDNEY.
3 Winchfield Cluse, Kenton, Micdlesex.
Lge 40, Groups 5(e) (2) (b); 73 5(a) (e).
, ¥GODSLVE, R, J.
35 Woodhouse Road, Leytonstone, London, R.11l. (L)
Group 5.
#GOODHELD, W, H.
50 Porter Street, Derby. (L)
age 35. Groups T(®) T7(a); 5(e), 5(2).

Only sterted collecting recently. Very snxious to secure Monsters
end Magnets.

GORDON, G.
180 Bryn Roed, Brynmenyn, Nr. Bridgend, Glom,
hge 27, Group 5(2) (b)

Dezls in a1l types of old boys' books and usunlly hes a good selection
for sele.
Collects personally Megnets end Gems, porticulerly Christmas numbers,

GRALINGER , GEORGE P.
Alexandre Roal, Peynter's Lene Fnd, Redruth, Cornwell.
Groups 33 6(a); 2.
Wented, eerly Aldine Libreries; Inventions 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, T, 8, 9, 10.
Detigchive 10, LT, 185,19, 20, 28, 25 284 P& TA 75, 78,
Tip-Top 9, 11, 25 55 59, 148 159, 160. .Also 4Ally Slopers, Boys Friend
(weeklics).

GROOM, WILLI.M.
52 Wrexhem Road, Bow, London, E.3.
Group 5(a) (b) (4).
GROOMBRIDGE, CEDRIC, J.

12 Barnwell Road, Kingsthorpe, Northempton.

.ge 28, Groups 5, 7]._1[;




GUNN, JOHN.
Milton's Head Hotel, Nottinghem.
Groups T(a) (b)s 4.
Still weiting tc obtein Monster Libreries Nos. 1, 8, 10 #nd 14,
HALL, A, L,
34 Compton Crescent, Leeds, 9.
Group 2.

HALL, MAURICT M.
21 Gtesmere .venue, Merton Pork, London, S.W.19.
Lge 20, Groups 5(2) (b); 6(a); 8.
Wented Union Jecks 1927-32., Hes some to spare.
HARRIS, A, K.
6 Boughton Close, St. John's ‘Jorcester.
Group 5(b)
H.RVEY (Mrs.)
123 Penydre, Rhiwbine, Cardiff,
Groups 5(e) (b).
HESS, GEO. H, (Jun.)
40 No. Mississippi River BLVD, St. Psul 4, Minn., U.S.A.
Groups 3, 4, 5, 6, T, 8.
®»HLPBURN, JLMES, ¢
¢/o Welter Willson, Ltd., 4 Weterloo Road, Blyth, Northumberlend. (N)
Groups 5 (8ll); 4.

*HOLTZ, BRI.LN D.
Vesturgete 11, Reykjevik, Icelend.
Lge 29. Groups 5(b); 7(a)s 5(d); 5(e).
Very interested in all Christmes numbers end enxious to obtein
Gems 724, 828, 878, 930/1, 1242 end 1296.
8.0.L's 41, 65, 66, 161, 162, 210 end 391,
Megnets: Iny Christmes series prior to 1930.
Nelson Lees, Christmes 1920/21/27.
Become interested in Britein before the wer snd during service in British
R...F. managed to buy some odd lots, but these were eccidentelly destroyed
in o fire. Is grateful to the Collectors' Digest for putting him in
touch with Len Packmen, Ernest Hubwerd, Bill Mertin and others. Hes
62 S.0.L'sy 32 Gemsy; 53 Megnets; 32 N.L.,L's snd 1 Holidey /nnual.
Few for exchenge and would welcome letters. Cculd supply old end new
Icelendic stemps.

HOMER, HARRY .
Yulden Ferm, Heathficld, Sussex. (L)
Lge 44. Groups 6 (#11); 5(e1l); 95 7(2) (b).

Hes over 700 Union Jucks; 50 of the older S.B.L's; 50 Boys' Friendss
Megnets; Nelson Lees; etc.

inxious tc¢ cbtein Union Jacks, 710, 858, 868, 982, 984 .
4180 Blue Crusader aond Bombey Cestle stories in Boys' Friend Librery.
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#HONEYSETT, BRIAN,.
65 Orchard Rord, St. /nnes-on-Sen, Loncs, L
Age 16. Groups 13 5(») (a) (v); 6(2) (v)3
el "2y 3y *Hle) 1e),
Inxious to obtein Megnets 1300-15843 S.0.L's before 2923 Gems, leter
issues; Newnes' Dick Turpins, @snd Spring-Heeled Jeck Libreries,

Has been collecting two yeers, and hes found it the most interesting
hobby imegineble. Considers too that fellow collectors sre e grend bunch,
end hes yet to find e "crooked deelexr".

HOOPER, H. R.
133 Powell House, Lower Clepton Ruad, London, E.5.
Groups 5 (e11)3 6(e) (b).
HORSEY , ALFRED L.

60 Selconce koad, Yalthamstow, Lonlon, E.17.

Groups 5(e) (c) (b); 13 25 335 45 T.
HUDSON, REGINALLD A.

5 Throstle Row Middleton, Leeds, 10. (N)

e 46. Groups 5(b) (2) (c) (@) (e)s 7(a) (®).
HUGHES, E. V.

Caswell, 25 Hillsboro' Rood, Bognor Regis, Sussex.

ge 46. Groups 93 23 5 (211); 6 (ell)s 7(a).

Is @ provinciasl newspeper reporter, and e keen rerder of old boys'
books, though, #s hc hes other interests, cennot indulge in the more
expensive forms of collecting.

* HUMPHRIES, KENNETH.
61 Long Hill Rise, Hucknell, Notts.
Groups 53 T.
¥HUMPHREYS, LERIC.
Ock Dene, Bout Lene, Higher Irlam, Nr. Manchester. (N)
Group 5 (211)
Just sterted re-collecting and et present hes 70 Megncts. Before the
woer had o fine collection of over 600 Megnets, the seme number of Gems.
On returning from service oversess found to his consternation theat they

had 211 ®een hended over for selvege. Cennot express his feelings in
words.

Is cumployed by Lanceshire Steel Corporetion. Pleys violin end
gexophone in o drnce orchestre,
HUNTER, J. V. B.STEWART,
4 Lulworth Roasd, Mottinghem, London, S,%.9.
ige 51. Groups 13 33 2.
¥HURRELL, JLMES /.
“Glenisle", 10 Ilfrecombe Gordens, Cheadwell Heath, Romford, Fssex.
Groups T, 5, 6.
IMPSON, STANLEY ...
Stenfield, Jerninghem Road, New Cestessy, Norwich.
ige 53 Groups 5(e) (w); 45 5(2) (e); 6 (a11); 7(e) (b).

Over
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Impson, Stonley 4. (Cont'd)
Sterted collecting Magnets and Gems 1949. Hes now 200 copies. Still
finds them as interesting ¢s when he wes e schoolboy.

#®*IRAILDI, JLMES C.
14 Jest 82nd Street, New York, 24, U.S.A.

Lge 43. Groups 5 (ell)s 4.
"The men who travelled thousends of miles in seerch of 'Haemiltonia' and
returned elmost empty-handed," This, needless to sey, was before he

discovered the clen of o0ld boys' book collectors. Hes now about 200
Megnets, Gems end S$.0.L's end hungering for more. Considers the

Homiltonian literature es the best, cleanest, and most absorbing of all.
Is also o Jules Verne end Sherlock Holmes fen.
A dence-orchestre musician by profession.

®»J AMISON, WILLIAM.
Iisnecree, Co. Down, N, Irelend, (N)
Lge 48. Group 5(e) (c).
Though not sctuelly a collector, is interested in old boys' books
gencrelly, with e preference for the Magnet end Populer.
JLNKINS, ROGER M.
Strethmore, 3 Town Holl Koed, Havent, Hents. (L)
Age 25. Group 5 (all)
®JEYES, JLMES L,
108 hdnitt Roed, Northampton.

hAge 54. Group 2.
A collecter for only e yeer. Particulerly interested in eerly Boys! 3
Friend 34 ILibraries. Anxious to obtein No.5,

JOHNSON, THOMAS.
Reby Cottege, Reby Perk, Neston, Tirrel, Cheshire.
; Group 5 (e).
#®JONES, R.YNOND .
"Melrose", 39 Mill Hill Road, Cowes, Isle of fléht.
Age 21, " Group'5 (r) (a) (b) (e) Pl i
9]
Collecticn coneists of lMegnets between 1930 end finish, Only sterted
collecting recently, but hos been keenly interested in Greyfriers
stories for 12 years,
KEELING, FRANK.
93 .ldridge Avenue, Stenmore, Middlesex. (L)
Age 43. Groups T3 5(e)
#*KELSHAW, L. G.
41 Selby Avenue, South Shore, Blackpool
Group 5(a).

KIKBY, GOKDON J . (L)
P/o public Library, Swenston Street, Melbourne, Victoria, Australie.
Lge 25, Group 5.

Also interested in Schoolgirls' Own, School Friend, etc.
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#KNIGHT , STANLEY .
50 Browning Street, Bredford, Yorkshire. ()
Group 5 (e11)

LAONDY, ERIC R.

4 Nuneeton Road, Degenhem, Lssex.

Lge 47T. Groups 33 1.
Requires .ldine Cloude Duvels, especially No.53; Dick Turpins; Jeck
Sheppards: Robin Hoods; Spring-Heeled Jacks.

®L GE, T,
42 Blandford Roed, Rughy.
Group 4 (Ceptein).

LLWSON, L. W.

13 Charles Squere, Hoxton, London, N.1. (L)

hge T6. Groups 13 2.
Requires certein volumes of Bow Bells; Family Herald: Boys of Tnglends
Boys' Comic Journsl; Young Men of Great Britoin; London Resder; London
Journals Young Ledies' Journal. Lists on application.

LUCKENBY , HLRBURT . (L) (W)
Telephone Exchenge, C/o Centrel Registry, Northern Commsnd,lYork.
Lge 60, Groups. 4Ll1l.

M.ARTIN, WILLIAM.

93 Hillside, Stonebridge Park, London, N,W,1O0.
. derler who alweys hes quentities of the more populer popers in stock.
Lweys willing tu help collectors with particular numbers to complete runs.

®MOTHEWS , CHARLES IACE THORSON. (L)
8 Bernett Street, Hempton, S.7, Victoria, \ustrelia.
Lge 15. Groups 7(2)s 6(b)s 5(e) (c).
Competes with Vincent Page for the distinction of being the youngest
collector. Chief interest the Nelson Lee Library of which he hes o
steadily growing collection, despite difficulty of weing so fer oway.
Fether wes o keen Hemilton fen.

MeC..BE, ROBERT .

74 !xn Street, Dundee, Lngus, Scotland.

80 32. group 5(2) (b) (3) (e).
Woull like to ovbtein copies of W. E. John's "Biggles" stories in Boys!
Friend Librery.

MeF.RLLNE, JLMES o

106 Beith Street, Glasgow, W.l.

age 48. Groups 5(e) (b) (a) (e)s 6(a) (b)s 5(e)
ilso interested in Perrers Lord, Jack, Sem anl Pete, end Bombay Coastle
stories.

McGRUEVY , Do

17 Laward Street, Lurgen, Northern Irel=nc.

Lge 26. Groups T(2); S(2) (3); 7(v)s 8.
Specisl wents: Nelson Lees (1st new series) 48-50, Boys' Friend Lib.
(2na series) Nos. 580, 583, 624, 651. Hotspurs 1936-40. Schoolboys!
Own Lib. No. 252.

119



®licKIiM, (Dr.) WILLIAM.
Coxwold, York.
' Groups ‘13 23 4.
A new collector, fascinated by the hobby from the historical point of
view, or from the view of the author of "Boys Will Be Boys". But strongly
objects to be labelled a high-brow.

McPherson, Ii.

80 Benedict Street, Glastonbury, Somerset.

Age 34. Groups T(a) (bv); 5(a) (d).
[cROBERTS , GTCRGE.

31 Ardenlee Drive, Belfast.

Age 48. Groups 5(a) (b) (¢) (a); 7(a); 6(a)
Only started collecting a little over e year ago. Has got together over
100 Magnets, 21 Gems, 18 Populars, 42 oLty Y Holiday Annuals, and a
few others.

Anxious to obtain "Bob Cherry in Search of His Father"', a few Jack,

Sam and Peter Marvels, and pink Union Jacks featuring Plummer and Zenith
the Albino.

®McWILLIANS, KI.WVIN JOHN,
1 Wilton Gardens, Shirley, Southempton, Hants.
Age 21. Groups 5(a) (b) (d) (e).
Only started re-collecting recently. [First memory of Greyfriars stories
wag "The Secret of the Holidsy Annual" in Schoolboys' Own Library. Started °
collecting then, but later disposed of them. Interest was revived on
reading "Boys Will Be Boys'". Has only small number of Magnets at
present and the Bunter Books.

MIDCRAFT , JOHN.

64 "ioodlands Road, Ilford, Lssex.

Age 55. Groups 25 13 93 3.
Particularly ‘%anted: Any copies of Lot-o-Fun in the first hundred,
published by Jemes Henderson, 1906-8. Magnet Nos. 265, 279, 280, 281,
282, 293, 294, 297, 299. Gem No. 641.

: ®MOORE, C., W.
78 4Llexandra Street, Berea, Johannesburg, South Africa.
Group 5.
MURTAGH, JOHN R.
509, Selwood Road, Hastings, New Zeasland.
age 37. Groups T3 5 (ell); 6 (all).
#NICHOLLS, RONLLD ALICK.

The Grey House, Whitchurch, Bristol. (L
Age 36. Groups 5(a) (b) (d) (e); 6(a) (b)s 4.
Started collecting recently. ishes to obtain Magnets end Gems from
1924 till publication ceased. Copies to be in good condition.
Correspondence on 0,B.B.C. welcomed,
#0GDEN, HAROLD. .
11 Brayside Road, Manchester, 19. (N)
Group 5.

e ~_~
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ORR, W. S.
3 Hartfield Terrace, Dumbarton. (L N)
Age 48. Groups 5(a) (b) (¢); 6(a); 23 8 (Boys' Friend).

OSBORN, FRALNK.

24 Harpur Street, Bedford.

Age 54, Groups 25 3; 4 (Chums); 5(e); 1.
Wanted Chums bound volumes, 1900, 1913, 1914. Boys!' Friend 3d Libraries,
Aldine Dick Turpins, red Megnets, Dreadnoughts, first lerge series.

PACKMAN, JOSEPHINE.
27 Archdale Road, East Dulwich, London, S.E.22. (L)
Groups 5(b); 6(2) (b).
To complete collection of Talbot stories, other then those written by
Charles Hamilton, requires Gems No.819 and 946. Can anyone oblige,
please? Also Sexton Blake Libraries, lst series, Nos., 1 and 199,

PACKMAN, LEONARD.

27 Archdele Road, Eest Dulwich, London, S.E.22. (L)

Age 45. Groups 5(b); 6(a); 7(b); 5(c)s 7(e)s 3.
Anxious to obtein School Friends (1919) Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 15, 21,
3, I8,

PAGE, VINCENT A.

The Modern School, Surbiton Road, Kingston, Surrey. (L)

Age 15. Groups 5(a) (b) (a) (e) (c); 6(v).
Youngest member of the circle. Interested in all papers conteining
Hemilton stories. Anxious to obtain Greyfriars Heralds and S.0.L.8.

PARKS, JOSEPH.

2 Irvin Avenue, Saltburn-by-Sea, Yorkshire.

Lge 58. Groups 2; 13 3: 5(e); 5(c).
PETTINGELIL, FRANK.

Highfield Lodge, Wise Lane, London, N.W.7.

hge 59. Groups 13 23 3.

PICK, ROBERT.

3 Stonegate Grove, Leeds 7. (N)

hse 51. Group 5(b) (a) (a) (c) (e).
Has = few Magnets, Gems end S.0.,L's for exchange.
POUND, ARTHUR GILBE

St. Paul's Vicarage, 68 Finnemore Road, Birminghem, 9.

age 48. Group 5(a) (b) (d) (e).
Clergyman, Keen Hamiltonian. Collects Holiday Annualss good
representative lMagnet end Gem stories, and all recent Bunter and
Tom Merry Books.

®PRICE, H, C. N.
22 Northdown Road, Margate, Kent.
Group 6(b).
After many years of collecting of Sextom Blake Libraries now possesses
what must surely be o record - a complete set with the exception of five
numbers., For the attention of all collectors these are, 1lst series,
13 end 23, 2nd series, 405, 407, 513. Now collecting Boys' Friend
Libraries.
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PRIME, BERNARD.
43 Meyfield Road, Senderstead, Surrey. (L)

Age 49. Groups 5(a) (b).
Wishes to obtain Magnets Nos. 336 and 337.
PUCKRIN, THOMiS .  (N)

16 Willows Road, Middlesbrough, Yorkshire.
Groups 23 43 5(a) (b).
¥ROMSBOTTOM, GEORGH: .
15 ash Street, Fleetwood, Lancs. (N)
age 50. Groups 5(a) (v); 6(a); 7(a).
New to collecting and anxious to obtein Magnets, Sexton Blakes and
Nelson Lees. Possesses Sexton Blake Bust., Keen sportsman and weight-
lifter. Referee, B.a.W.L.A: Other hobbies include woodworking and
photography .
*R.LYNER, W, J
ALlbion, Clarence Road, Sudbury, Suffolk.
Group 5 (ell).

READ:R, DLNLS.
141 Heethfield Road, Handsworth, Birmingham, 18,
Groups 5(a) (b) (e) (a); €(c); 7.
#RENEN, C. G, van.
P.0. Box 50 , Uitenhage, Cape Province, Souvh Africa,
Group 5 (&ll).

#ROBINSON, B. R.
2 Enfield Terrace, Henshew Lane, Yeadon, Leeds. (N) 2
age 45, Group 5(8) (b) (e).
Only started collecting recently and has only @ small collection at
present. ' Very keen on the Megnet and would like to exchange with other
readers of that peper.

ROBYNS, JOHN,
"Trewellard", 13 Rephael Road, Hove 3, Sussex. (I.)
Group 5(a) (4).
Llways on the look-out for red-covered Magnets.
»[OUSE, RONLLID E. J.

3 St. Leonard's Terrace, Gas Hill, Norwich, Norfolk.

Age 28, Groups 23 6(all); 8; 7(a) (detective stories only
Started reading Sexton Blake Library at age of 9 in 1931. Has now a
collection of over 1500 books, nearly all detective and crime., Included
are T14 Sexton Blake ILibraries. 250 Union Jacks, 120 Dixon Hawkes, and
44 Thrillers. .ilso several volumes B.B.P, Chums, Young Fngland,
Chatterbox, and Captein.

SATCHLLL, THOMAS.
84 Ankerdine Crescent, oolwich, London, S.7.18.

Age 47T. Group 5(a) (b)
Would like to obtain, or borrow, Gem entitled "The Toff".
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»SEED, JAMES.
18 Ivy Terrace, Buttershaw, Bradford, Yorkshire. (N)
Group 5.

SHAW, JOHN R.
4 Brunswick Park, Camberwell, London, S,E.5.
ige 32. Groups 5(b) (a) (e)s 6(a) (b).
SHEPHERD , JAMES .
1 Athelstan Close, Handsworth, Sheffield, 9.
Group 5(a) (b).
Particularly interested in early Megnets and Gems.
SIDATLY (Mrs.)
The Rise, 84 Wenal Roed, Rhiwkina, Cardiff.
Group 5(b) (a).
SIMPSON, CLIVE,
Nidd Vele, 36 Boroughbridge Road, Knaresborough. (1) (X)
Age 34. Groups T3 6(a); 5(%); 8 (Thriller);
4 (Chums and Captain).
Interested in school stories generally.

SINCLLIR TOM.
18 Lenshaw Terrece, Belle Isle, Leeds, 10. (V)
) Group 5 (all).
¥SUITH, CLIFFORD.
5 Shermen .venue, Lytham-St. .nnes, Lancs. (NN)
: ige 34. Groups 5(a) (a) (e) (e) (c); 7(a) (b).
Employed in local Municipal Treasurer's Depertment, 6 years in Navy
durin, last wer. First read the Megnet in 1928, Has s complete run
of Magnets from 1300 to the end, 30 Schoolboys' Own Libraries (Greyfrisrs
only), 4 Holiday Lnnuals, obtained in last two yeers., "Vould like to sce
Magnet revived even by reprinting the old stories from No.l. /nxious to
obtein Bunter Court series and Revenspur series (1281-1284).

SMITH, HERBEKT L.
13 New Road, Scole, Diss, Norfolk.
Groups 5(a)y T3 8.
SMITH, NORMAN J.
34 Waincliffe Mount, Beeston, Leeds, 11. (w)
Groups 5(a) (b) (4).
Wishes to obtein Schoolboys'! Own Libraries (Greyfriars only) before
No. 200. .

SMITH, PERCY.
The Stores, Nr. .1ford, Lincs.
ige 49. Groups 3 (and Hendersons)

5(»)s 73 5(c).
SMITH, JOSEPH.
36 Langham Road, /est Benwell, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Group 5(a) (®) (d) (c) (e).
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®SMITH, WILLIAM DAVID OWEN
57 Barkby Road, Syston, Nr. Leicester.
Age 25. Group 6 (b).

Only been collecting about & year, but alreasdy has & goodly number of
books . Is perticularly anxious to obtein Sexton Blake ILibraries, 2nd
series, 1930-39 period, especially those by Anthony Skene, Donald Stuart,
and John G. Brandon. Has made meny friends through the hobwy.

Works in a boot and shoe factory as did three generations before him,

®SMYTH, SYDNEY .
1 Brardon Street, Clovelly, Sydney, N.S.W., Australia.
Groups 5(a) (b)s 7(a); 5(d).
Been collecting 12 years and now has 452 Magnets, 203 Gems, and 28 Nelson
Lees. Is anxious to obtein Gems between 1908-19 and particularly the

following Megnets: 1047, 1125, 1144, 1244-46, 1250, 1257, 1285-96, 1331~
1340, 1360, 1363, 1364, 1373, 1391, 1405, 1407, 1412.
SNELL, , FRANK,
Rethgar, 6 Chingswell Street, Bideford, Devon,
Group 5 (e11).

SOUTHWAY , ARTHUR J..MES, i AEhE0R 1% 5

P.0O. Box 3, Beaconsfield, Cepe Province, South Africa. :
hge 40. Groups: 4lly for statistical purposes.

Would like correspondence with any members to help complete catalogues :
(in detail) of papers in Group 3, 5, and 6, and also the old girls' papers,
Schoolgirls' Own Library, School Friend, etc.

®SOUTHWOOD , ROGER . :
3 Spring Villess, Farnborough Road, Farnborough, Hants. (L)
Age 16. Group 5 (all).

®STABLES, HENRY .
44 Hawes Road, Little Horton, Bradford, Yorkshire.
Age 63. Groups «4y "1y 2 Gy 8L
Says like Topsy his collection "just growed", for he still has some of the
actual papers he bought in his boyhood, Boys' Friend, Boys' Champion,
Boys' Realm, Boys' Herald, end a lot of the Aldines. Hes also nearly
complete sets of "B.O,.,P", "Boys of Our Empire", "Chums", "Young England",
"Union Jack" (Henty's) etc. etc. Is a printer's cutter by profession.

wSTEVENS, SHEILA.
783 Rethdown Street, North Carlton, N.4,, Victorie, .iustralia.
hge 36. Group 5 (2) (e) (d) (b) (c).
Considers collecting & greet relief from loneliness. Collection mainly
consists of Megnets, Gems, and S.0.L's of 1930's. .nxious to obtain
Megnets, 1535, 1373, 517-5193 S.0.L's 232, 220, 63 Gem 393,

*»STEWART , ALLAN.

i 290 ..rchway Road, London, N.6. (L)

‘ Age 40. Groups 7(a); 5(2) (b).

| Left Scotlend when 12, taking collection of over 1000 llegnets, Gems, Nelson
Lees etc. to London. By time he was 20 had over 3000, then "thinking T wes
too old for Billy Bunter I wes mad enough to sell the whole lot for a few
shillings." (Over)
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Stewart, Alen. (Contd'd)

In Deccmber 1949 discovered the London 0ld Boys Book Club and was
amezed to find whet en interest therc is in the hobby. Thanks to the
circle has already 500 Nclson Lees and over 400 Megnets and Gems.

Is & dance musician.

STCK:S, JOHN C.
Lishegar, 6 Temole Gardens, Rathmines, Dublin, Eire.
Group 5 (all).

STONE, LEON.
Elgin: Street, Gordon, W,S,W., Austrelia.
Group 5 (all).
Llso possesses a large collection of books devoted to cricket.

STUREY , ROWLAND (Sen.).

8 Liskdalc Terrace, Nesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 2,

Lge 65. Group 23 6(e); 9.
gtarted collecting only two years ago. ALlready hes 10 vols. Boys' Friend,
complete set Boys' Leasder, 8 vols. Young Englend, 6 vols, Captein,

35 Boys' Friend Libreries. Would exchenge the threce latter lots for
Plucks, Union Jacks, Big Budgets (requires all of these), Halfpenny
Surprise, Boys of England. ,

Seys "It was the re-reading of some Mexwell Scott some years ago
which geve me the longing to stert collecting again, but it wes only
comparatively recently thet my wishes end dreams ceme true, thonks in no
small measure to John Medcreft and the editor of the "C.,D."

' SUDBOROUGH, RUY WALTER.
27 Milton Strect, Highem Ferrers, Northants.
Lge 32. Groups 5 (a21l); 63 T3 8.

STRYPE, TOM S.
21 Cenn Hell.Road, Leytonstone, London, E.ll. (L)
Groups 23 33 43 1.
Requires True Blues $d. and 1d. @nd "Captein" volume conteining
"pcton's Feud" by Fred Swainson.

SUTHERL:ND, PELRD.
3930 W. 35th .wvenue, Vencouver, B.C. Cenada.
hge 48, Group 5 (b) (c)s 3.
T.YLOR, R.YMOND.
4/52 John Street, Bttingshell, “olverhempton.
uge 61, Groups 1, 2.
Hos an ambition to obtein complete runs of all the Henderson journals,
especially Young Folks Budget, Nuggets, and Varieties.
¥THURBON, W, T.
47 Cromwell Road, Cembridge.
- - Group 23 6(a) Lobenge stories only.
®¥TOPH/M, CHARLES .
25 Berkeley View, Lceds, 8. ()
Group 5.
4
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TRAYNOR, J. RICH.RD
BCM/ \DVENTURES, London, ".C.l.

Age 43. : Groups T (e) prior to 1918 only,
5 a " " 1920 "
6 §~§ WOk AR R

Wented Nelson Lee (originel first series) No.l7 (very particularly)
{71, 98, 101, 103 &nd 104. {ny Red Megnets or odd numbers before 1920.
School Friund Nos, 1-40 (very varticulerly), U.J's before 1917.

*TWELLS, J.
32 Bridgett Street, Rugby. (L)
age 43, Group 7 (2).

Likes Nulson Lee storics best beceause of the constent veriety end humour
of B¢ B Brosks! awritings. Considers Hendforth & Co. the supreme
comedians of oll time in school yoarns.
WIWINH.AM, HORLCL I,
25 Heselden Road, Impeet, 'iekeficld, Yorkshire.,
hge 42. Groups 5(2) (b) (c¢) (d)3 (d) (b) (e); 8.
Particulerly interested in Union Jeck charecters Zenith, Confederation,
waldo, Kestrel, Plummer, Moonsloyer, Satira, Rymer. Felt keenly the
pessing of the old papers, but by joining the 0.D.B.C. he has been able to
£fi1l the void. Has at present ¢ modest collection of Magnets, Gems and
U.J"'es
Is in business as e window-cleener. .lso collects footbell progremmes,
end is an ameteur photogrepher. )
#VENNIMORE, CHRITS L. F.
25 Byron Rord, ‘/est Hounslow, Middlesex. 4
Takes an interest in the hobby generelly, &nd possesses one of the most
remarkable colleciions in existence.

MLLKER, PETFR A
Chelsea House, Wick Bristol.
Group 5(2) (b) (4) (c) (¢).
¥VALK®R, THOMAS WILLI.M.
387 Liverpool Roed, Hovgh Green, idnes, Lancs.
Group 5.

WALSH, JAMES .

345 Stenlev Roed, Kirkdele, Liverpool. (L)

Lge 41, Groups 5(a) (b) (c¢) (4d).
Opecialises in Mognets, esnecially the holiday stories, in this #nd
the Gem.
Wented Megnots 757-ts T€9; 8113 8A4-55 970.
. faeir number of Negnets 1921 onwards and S.0,L'S from No. 57 for
exchange.

Hobbies: Plono lccordiszay Photography; M.tor Touring.
His "golden ege" wos 1918-22 during which resd everything published
in Boys' books.,

Advertise in the C.D.
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WEBB, WALTER .

84 Park Rosd, Sperkhill, Birmingham, 11.

hge 41, croup 6(a) (b).
Wented, Most of the #d. issues Union Jack between 1-495; Most of the
1d. issues between 1903-1908. Heve geps in issues published 1909-1914.
Have most numbers 1915 onwerds.

WHITMORL, IAN.

% South Benk Lodge, Surbiton, Surrey.

ige 16. Group 5(2) (b) (d) (c) (e).
Hes now 500 Magnets, 120 Gems (including No.l), 110 $,0.L's, 18 Holiday
.nnuals, and & number of Boys' Friends and Boys' Friend Libreries.

WINDOVER, TILEEN I. M,
55 Lvondele Road, Gorsleston, Gt. Yermouth, Norfolk. (L)
Collects Schoolgirls' Own Libreries (4d) end Schoolgirls' Own (24).
A1so School Friend and the Schoolgirl Annusls es follows: School Friend
and Schoolgirls Own.,

WHITHER, BuNJ.MIN GEORGE. :
706 Lordship Lene, Wood Green, London, N.22, (L)
Age 45. Groups 5 (211); 6(ell);
7 (a) (v) 45 3.
L1so interested in Ameteur Photogrephy and British Commonweelth Stemp
Collectingy end e reilwey enthusiast,

WHITER, ROBIRT H.
706 Lordship Lenc, Wood Green, London, N.22. (L)
age 26, groups 5(a) (v) (c) (e)s 435 83 6(a) (b) (e).
WHOKWELL, RICH.RD.
29 Aspinden Koad, Rotherhithe, London, S.E.16.
ige 52. Groups 5(a) (w) (c) (d); 25 33
6(2) ()3 7.
®VICKS, DON.
13 Essex Road, Surre¢y Hills, E.10, Victoria, .ustrolia,
Age 28, Groups 5(2) (d) (e) (b).
Only been collecting o few years. DPossesses Magnets end S5.0.L's from the
eerly 1930's to beginning of the war. ‘Jould like to get eerlior copies,
Finds collecting old boys' prpers & greet hobby, end votes it renks high
with his other hobwics of coin end old mep collecting.

WILLETTy B« PeKs
67 Ford Bridge Ro~d, Lshford, Middlessex. (L)
Groups 5, 6, T.

®¥WILLI.WSON, WILLI-M L.WHENCI.

410 Oskwood Lone, Roundhcy, Leeds.  (N)

Age 48. groups 6(2)s 5(2); 2.
Yishes to reed Boys' Fricnds 1912 onwards, and o little eorlier. .NlsO
Union Jeck Confedcration yrrns. Does not ectusally collects wishes to
buy end exchenge the pepers which geve him so much pleasure in his youth.
Considers they have no cquol in presont dey publicetions.
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J4ILSON, ROBERT.

100 Broomfield Road, Glasgow, N.

Lge: Over 50. Group 5(a) (b) (a) (e¢).
Collection (July) consisted of ebout 1000 Megnets; 600 Gems; 250 S,0.L'ss
complete Monster Librery; 21 Holidey Annuals (cen anyone oblige with 1925?)
over 100 Union Jackss 30 Thrillers (nceds Nos. 48, 49, 50 end 51);
Sundry S. B, Libraries; some kio Kid, King of the Islernds, and Ceptain
Justice Boys' Friend Libreries.
Would 1like to obtein some Devid Goodwin yerns.

WOOD, JOHN-P,

"NeetsW'", Stockton Lane, York. (L) (N).
Wanted: [ number of Nelson Lee Libreries, old series. Also Holiday
Annual 1920.

WRIGHT, CHARLES.

12 Ashburhhem Place, Greenwich, London, S.E.10. (L)

Age 45. Groups 5(a); 6(a); T(e); 2.
Requires last 38 numbers Robin Hood reprints (1920) and .malgemeted Press
Robin Hood Librery.

WRIGHT, OLIVE.
12 [shburnhem Place, Greenwich, London, S.E.10. (L)
age 4l. Group 6(a) (b) (ec).

.

YOU CAN HELP, I feel sure! Will you, please? I am endeavouring
to catalogue the old magazines in detail and urgently require
the help of ALL collectors. I have completed nearly 20 (in-
cluding GEM, MAGNET, NELSON LEE, REDSKIN, JACK SHEPPARD,
CIAUDE DUVAL, BLACK BESS, DICK TURPIN, TRHILIER - weckly and
monthly - BUFFALO BILL NOVELS, etc.) and copies are always
gent, on completion, to the Editor of the DIGEST., My files
are at the disposal of all collectors seeking aid. If you
only have one copy, please write me. I still require inform-
ation in regard to POPUIAR, BOYS' FRIEND (weekly and montaly
MARVEL, BOYS' HERALD, PLUCK, BOYS' REALM, SCHOOLGIRLS' OWN,
UNION JACK? NUGGET WEEKLY, PRAIRIE, ROBIN HOOD, EMPIRE,
BUFFALO BILL LIBRARY, etc. etc. Please write me - all letter
answered and correspondence always Wwelcomed. Arthur J.
Southway, P,0.Box, 3. Beaconsfield, Cape Province, SOUTH
AFRICA,

HELP, CHAPS, PLEASE! Union Jack - Nos.858, 868, 982, 1130,1153
1247, 1257, 1283,-1285, 1290; Magnet Nos.1277, 1283, 1574,
1583, 1588, 1590, 1595; Football Assoc.Year Book 1949-50;
Athletic News Football Annual 1914-15, 1915-16, 1917-18;
Argenal F,C.0fficial Handbook any issues before 193%0-31 except-
ing 1914-15, 1915-16 and 1917-18. PRICES WITH OFFERS TO:-
Harry Homer, Yulden Farm, Heathfield, Sussex, or exchanges.

Advertise in the C.D.
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Bold Robin Hood

By W. T. THURBON

"Oh bold Robin Hood, is e Forester good,
A8 ever drew bow in the merry greenwood"

Soid Bishop Letimer (in his sixth sermon before King Tdwerd VIth)
"T come once myselfe to @ place, riding on o journey homeward from London,
end I sent word overnight into the town thet I would presch there in the
morning, beceuse it was a holy dey, end methought it wes en holidayes
worke; the church stode in my wey; ond I toke my horse snd my compenye
in the churche, "nd when I ceme there the churche door was feste locked.
I terried there helf en houre end more, #nd 2t lest the keyec was founde:
and one of the parishe comes to me, end sayes, Syr, thys ys e busyc day
with us, we cennot heere yous it is R .byn Hoode's dsye." M.iurned the
Bishop, "I thought my rochet sh.uld have been regerded, thoughe I were
noty but it woulde not serve; it wes fayne to geve place to Robyn Hoode's
men,"

Rcbin Hood, who could thus teke precedence of even so doughty o
bishop e&s Hugh Lotimer, is one of the folk heroes of our race. Sober
historiens todey tell us that probably he never existeds; they telk
learnedly of corruption of Robin Gcodfellow (Puck, thet most English of
,feiries of Shekespecare's "Midsummer Night's Dresm" )., Perheps teles of
Horeward, pcrhops some memories of forest rosmers, came down in the
®allads of the people. But Robin Hood still rules his forest kingdom.

He is still the mester archer, he end his compewions who cen shoot "three
North Country miles end en inch ot  shot" who cen cleeve the willow wand
with cloth yard shefts. Vein to say thet the feet of Locksluy at the
Tournement is @s much en snechronism ss is the English Archer in Costein's
"Bleck Rose". For whetever history may tell us of the rise of the English
Archer from the reign of Edwerd I to Henry V, still Robin is master of

them 0ll, end long mey he remain so.

The real father of Robitn For-us, os for all readcrs of tales of Robin
Hood, should surely be Joscph Ritson.

Juseph Liitsun was born et Stockton-un-Tees in October 1752, He took
to the profession of Lew and wes e Conveyancer in Grays Inn snd High
Beiliff of the Liberties of the Sevoy. His tostes led him to the study
of \entiquarien lore which (says e memoir in my copy of his works) "He
prosecuted with uncommon industry and acuteness. In recovering dates,
assigning ononymous fragments to their suthors, and in »11 points where &
minute accuracy cen alone lead to success, he has perhaps few superiors."
Ritson's attention was sttrected particularly by what he refers to as
"Phe singuler circumstence, that the neme of sn outlewed individuel of
the twelfth or thirteenth century should continue treditionally popular,
be chanted in wallals, end as one mey sey 'Femiliar to our mouth as
household words,' at the end of the eighteenth", and he turned his sttention
to collecting ell the metcriels end references he could find in old ballads
end chronicles about Robin Hood. The result wes his "ILife" of Robin Hood,
based on the Ballads and chronicles, t.o which he edded o collection of the
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mein bellads. It is this collection which is the main source, either
directly or derived, for eny story of Robin Hood that is to bear some

resemblence to the balleds. In that scnse therefore Ritson is the "father!
of most Robin Hood teles known to us.

ititscn possessed ¢ most unfortunete temper, en! this led him into
embittered controversies with the other grest workers in his field who
were his contemporeries: Warton, Percy, Melone. He displayed great
hershness of tone in conversetion end writings solike; he finally beceme
insene and died in en Asylum at Hoxton in Septemher 1803.

There have been meny editions of Ritson, including a rather nicely -
illustrated edition towsrds the end of last Century. It is not too
difficult to get a copy of Ritson., When some yeers ego I wanted one I
was offured two with little delay, one edition of ebout 1830, the other,
which I heve, undeted, but probably mid-nineteenth century. Both were
priced about 5/-.

It wes the work of the verious collectors of the old Balleds, Percy
end others, end particulerly Ritson, which lei? the foundstion for the
interest in Robin Hood from which ceme firstly the novels by the Mosters
of historicel fiction end then the "Bloods'" end "Tibreries".

Pirst ceme Scott, with what is probebly still the greatest of all
Robin Hood stories. “Ivenhoe", from which the Aldine authors so freely
borrowed . Scon followed Peecock with "Meid Merien," to me the best of
oll his novels.

In the '30's of last century came Pierce Ligen with "Robin Hood ond
Little John". This was efterwerds trenslated by Dumes into French, and -
leter retrensleted into English in o Methuen edition of Dumes' work
issued at the beginning of this century. ,ater Robin Hood anpeers to
heve been luft to the "Librearies" end to children's books. But in the
between Wer period two good "Robin Hood" novels eppeared: '"Like us they
lived" by Mergeret Compbell Bornes, end "The Nut Brown Maid" by Philip
Lindsay. This last gives & very different picture to that generally
accepted of "Bold Robin", but in its grim renlism is probebly the most
effective study of the Inglish outlew, of eny period in the Middle Ages,
go far writbten.

A Robin Hoed seriel ren in The Boys! Friend sobcout 1904, and wes Iro-
printed in "Pluck" later (possibly 1913 or 14)., "Guy of the Greenwood"
by Morton Pike. Just efter the 1914-18 wer e schortlived scries of Robin
Hood teles were published, They were not very good.

The most notable series of Robin Hood stories were the Aldine '"Robin
Hood Library" published in the years 1902 onwerds. These were re-issued
in 1912 and agein in the eerly 1920's. My father had for many ycers
most of the first eighty numbers, and es o boy I reesd end re-rend them
meny times., In the first numbers of this Librery the Al/line suthors
did some very heevy borrowing from "Ivenhoe". They levied tribute (in
true Robin Hood style) #lso on "The Cloister end the Herrth" gnd possibly
"Meid Morien" and the Pierce Dgen stcries too. Some of the lagh few
nupbers borrowed from Stephenson's "Black Arrow". The later cuthors
did not seem to do quite so much borrowing. There were olso scenes in
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one or two of the stories which followed rather closely the story of
Herewsrd's defence of the fens sgainst the Conqueror. (cf. Kingsley's
"Hereward the Teke'".

Lbout the middle of last Century Robin Hood also beceme a character
in the¢ then chenging Pentomimes. I believe his first eppesrence was
about 1857. Tennyson alsc was attracted by the story and wrote a verse
play "The Fcresters".

The original "Aldine Robin Hood Library" of 1902-6 were 83" x 53" in
size printed on white peper, 32 pages, in yellow covers, with a coloured
picture, some of which were rather well donc. The Library title was in
red letters with a white border; the story title blue on white. The
title was repeated on the first pege, with a smell black and white picture.
I have not seen any of the 1912 reprints. The reprints in the early
1920s were also 32 pages, white, with pale yellow covers. The pictorial
covers were rather crude. The size was TV x 5%". The title in yellow
on a red lghel, Small figures (archers, Friar Tuck, etc. were used as
headings on page 1.

"Aldine Robin Hood Library!

The titles in the following list are teken from the 1902-6 edition. = The
titles in the edition of the 1920's were. where I have been able to trace
them, generally the same es in the earlier edition. The names of the
suthors were only given in the 1902 cdition. No author's name eppeared in
the later edition., The cover picturesof the later edition were much
cruder than those of the first. I have not been able to compile a com-
,plete list of suthors, but have put in the names where I either have them,
or have reason to believe them to be correct.

1. Sweet liberty or deeth AXlfred S. Burrage.
2. R.H., and the Tyrant of Nottinghem do.
3., The Fighting Friar of Sherwood Forest A0
4, R, H, to the rescue do.
5., Will Scarlet the Brave do.
6. Battle of the Gients d0.,

T. Twixt Axe and Freedom
8. R, H's greet shot.

9. Tyrant of Blackmcor Castle (1920 Captive of Blackmoor Castle)
10, R. H's call to Arms

11, Great fight in Sherwood Forest Ches. Ii. Brand

12, Dungeons of despair

13, Red Fox of Tirlestone Chas., E. Brend

14, From the jews of death (1920 From the jews of destruction)
15. For Richard and the Right Ches. E. Brand

16. R. H., in desperete plight
17. Demon of the Forest

18, Sons of the Brage \1fred S. Burrasge

19. Bede the Wrestler (1920. Treitor to Sherwood's Xing)
20. Branded arrow BEscott Lynn

21. In the Lion's Mouth (1920, No. 23)

22, Witch of Epping Forest Chas. E. Brend

1920: No.24, “itch of Epping)
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23,
24,
25.
26.
27,
28,
29.
30.
31,
32,
33,
34.
359
36.
o
38,
39.
40.
41.
42.
43,
44 .
45.
46,
47
48,
49.
50.
51.
82,
53
54 .
b IS
560
57,
58.
59.
60,
61.
62.
65
64.
65.
66,
67.
68.
69 .
70.
7%,
72,
73,

Knight of the Forest. Escott Iynn. (1920t No:2l. .The Strenge Cruseder,
Outlew of the Fens

Friar Tuck's Bold Foray

Lord of the Wolves

Wizerd's Tower Charles E. Brand

hgeinst Normen Steel Tiscott Lynn

Outlaw znd King do.

'Prentice Bowmen of Nottinghem

A Might foe (1920: Prince John's Vow of Vengesnce)

Jester's Secret

Grey Volf of Windsor

Scourge of the Forest (1920: Night Hewk of the Woods)
Black Cross Knight

A life for ransom

Best by foes Escott Lynn
Peril of the King do,
With Lion Heert the Breove do.
Sherwood Ho. doss

Little John the dauntless

Thro' foem to freedom

To the King's rescue

Brave Hal o' Herding

Bowmen of England

. 'Felon Stroke

The perjurecd Knight

The King's. Treasure

Scar Lye the Giant p
R.H. «nd the Sallee Ruvers (1920: The Ses Tigers' Reid)
Dragon worshippers

The Price of Treatury

Black Knight of (Avellon Escott Lynn

For the King do. (19203 The mysterious Minstrel)
Saxon to the Core Ogilvie Mitchell
The King's erchers QO

Facing the Foe do.

True to his trust do.

Uniler the stenderd do,

The King's Jester d0. (1920: Faithful unto Death)
. Knight. errant do,

Abbot of Armfield do.

4 traitor knave do.

For Bnglend's secke do.

A king in disguise do.

A royal fool do.

The sea vulture Q0.

The sea éerl's secret do.

{ing of the castle (5 o P

Victory do.

The lion of England GO

i Briton born do.

Wolf of Paynewood Escott Lynn
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74.
75.
76.
7.
78.
79.
BOO
81.
82.
834
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.

stormed Guy's fortress end took wengeance on him,

Guy of .lverstone

The Green Compeny
Brave heerts and true
The Red Messenger

The Biter Bit

The Flower of Sherwood
. fourfold reckoning
The snake in the gress
The Bleck Lences

A Treitor Thene

The rivel Kings

Thro' Traitors! Gete
Prisoner of Onger
Wolf of the Wolds
Terror of Towton Bridge

Escott Lynn

a0,
do,
Richard Ment
G0
do.
do
do.
do.
e ton

H. Philnott Wright
do
do.
do.

It is some twenty-five ycers since I last read the "Aldines", and
loocking back over so long e period, memory mey play tricks.
summary of the contents, however, would be as follows:

No«l told how Robin Hood became en outlew through resisting the cruel
forest laws that would have meimed his hound, of the 1eath of his feather
8t the hands of the treditionel villein, Guy of Gisborne, of how Robin

4 rough

At the beginning of

No.2 the outlaws storm Ncttinghem castle (depicted in e thrilling cover
Prince John rcturns to reinstete him.
4 tournement is held and Robin Hood (a 1o Locksley in "Ivanhoe") wins the

picture), Oswald de Burgh escecpes.

archery prize.

This number finished with & scene with Robbers et en Inn

that followed very closely indced the well-known scene in “"The Cloister

and the Heerxrth".

In No.3 Frier Tuck plays a leading part, snd in No.5

Will Scarlet is the hero, the cover picture showing him ettacked by
Normen solliers while rescuing his sweethesrt from Nottinghem Cestle.
No.6 deelt with e long rivelry between Little John end & gient follower

of Osweld de Burgh.

No .8 had

» most exciting cover depicting Robin Hood

saving Merion by his erchery from Normens who were pursuing her with

hounds .

No,13 showed very strong treces of "Ivanhoe", the villein

"The Red Fox" being a Normen robber in lesgue with the Sheriff of

Nottingham.
bhe smilar scene in "Ivenhoe".

unorthodox entry into the cestle vie the kitchen chimney.
Jew mo?e¢lled on Scott's "Isaec". In
No.16 Robin Hood's cemp was surprised end the outlaws mede their esceoe

from the well-known tournement and

by weter, thrillingly illustreted on the cover picture.

One scene ¢f en atteck cn 2 Normen castle wes lifted from
The cover showed Friesr Tuck making an
No.15 borrowed

In No.l7 e

mysterious monster eppeered finelly overthrown by the outlews - the

subject for the cover picture being his cepture.
Breve" wes sub-titled "Friar Tuck in a fix".
only rescued at the lest minute by Robin Hood end Little John.

No.18 "Sons of the
Ceptured by Normens he is

In No,19

Bede the Wrcstler joins the Outlews to teake venzesnce for e fancied

wrong, but lcarns in the end thet the real wrongdoer was

"Neal the Norman". The cover picture this time

a Norman outlew
showed Rdbin.®eing

loweradby @ rope from the tower of Sir Bryen de Buc's castle, which the
outlews arec storming, with Sir Bryen swinging ot him from o window with
en enormous bettle axe.
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No.20 "The Bronded hrrow' agein shewed traces of "Ivenhoe"., 4 Sexon
Thene is attacked end killed by o Normen Beron while trovelling through the
forest, end later his home i1s ottecked snd his daughter kidnepped by the
seme Baron. But her lover, eided by Robin Hood, after overthrowing the
Beron in ¢ tournament, rescues the lady when Robin Hood storms the Normen's
castle, end sleys the Normen Beron with his own breanded errow (mvrked with
his crest of & wolf) recovered from “he body of the slein Thene. In Nos.21
and 22 Robin Hood in the New Forest ond Epping Forest overcomes o rascally
Normen who calls himself "King of the New Forest" snd Sir Morris Baynard
of Baynard's ceestle. In No.24 Lobin overcomes enother Normen outlaw,
"Neoel the Normen', in the Fen district. TFrier Tuck is the hero of No.25,
desoribed by its title of "Friar Tuck's Bold Forey". "The Lord of the
Wolves'", No.26, wes e very gothic type of romence with o mysterious miller
who had somedtringe power over o paclt of wolves with which he robbed and
mardered trovellers. No.27, "The Wizerd's Tower" had & pair of villeins:
Abdullah, p Serccen wizerd =sud poisorer who lived in & tower in the Ely
Fens, ond Rupert of Chatteris, & Normen knight who employed the Serscen
o8 o polsoner of Sexone. S and 29 were based on the old story from the
Belleds of Sir Richard of the Les, ord of how Robin lent him the money to
repey his det® to & migerly .Abbot, end how Richerd the Lion Heesrt ceme into
the Forest dressed ns 2 Monk and exchenges buffets with Robin Hood.

A further scries loter, Nos. 37 to 40, formed e kind of sequel %o
28 ¢nd 29. Robin is colled to London with his archers; on the way he
hes many nerrow escepes from Guiscord the villain of the earlier stories
end seves Richard in hir cempeign in Frence where Richard is severely
wounded . Sent to Fnglend by Richard he finds John on the throne, snd only
efter meny perils does he join his tend in Sherwood.

To return to No.30, "The Prentice Bowmen of Nottinghem'" told how
Recbin and his men assisted by the Neitinghem epprentices trecked down and
destroyed a band of slevers who were kidnapping the Nottinghem lads end
gelling them to the Nigerien slave merchents.

Of ‘the next few stories No.33, "The Grey Wolf of Windsor", tcld of &
mysterious Robber who roems the woods neer Vindsor, dressed in e wolf's
heed, cnd ermour, murdering trevellers until et length Robin Hood ended
his“carcer, No.31l, "A Mighty Foe", described how Prince John ceptured
Robin Hood end how Robin Hood's bend ceptured Prince John to exchenge for
their leader. In rcvenge John invedes the Forest, but Robin sceks refuge
in @ Fenland retreet end inflicts & %errible defeet on the Norman army.
Frier Tuck egein was the hero of No.36, "L\ Life fcr Rensom", 41 t0°43
formed e series i which Robin Hood, aided by e Danish sea coptain, Sweyn,
rescues King Richard from ceptivity in Frence. A4 to 47 hed as perticular
hero & Sexon "Socmen", Hrl o! Harding, who after many edventures with Beron
de Courcy enters the service of King Richard, snd later otteins knighthood.
48 "The King's Treosure" had on-opening chapter which borrowed from
"Ivanhoe" again - the Black Knight et Ccpmenhurst. The King's Tressure
is rescued from the edncrents of Prince John by Robin Hood end after meny
adventures given into Richard's safe kteping. In 49, 50, 51, Robin Hood
wes in Ireland., Shipwrecked while sccomparying Richerd's ermy to Irelend,
the foresers ere throvm upson the Irish coast. In 53 and 54 Robin Hood
goes to King Richard's rescue accompanied by the mysterious "Black Knight",
who hes & hebit of peinting his ermcum with luminous peint in the form of

¢
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o skeleton. The scries next moved to Frence where the erchers joincd
Richurd's army, on the wey defeating o reiling perty of Nurthmen. No .60,
"The King's Jester" described how e bend of Sarscens crme to sgsassinate
Richerd, but were foiled by the Archers, though the King's Jester is
murdered in seving Richard. No.61 described how the Knight Trrent (Sir
Fulk Fitzwerine) rescued the Lady Elfride de Durgos from o villainous
Spanish uncle snd eided by Robin Hood overmeme her cnemics end merried her.
The villein of this end the next two stories is Sir Gerveise de Brienne,
"The Sorcerer Knight" who efter en unsuccessful ettempt to poison Robin
Hood and the Abbot of Armfield, is finelly burned et the steke 2s e wizard.
In Nos. 65 end 66 Richard, eccompenicd by Robin Hood and his licutenents
and his Jester "Flick", goes in disguise through his Norman domeins. There
he overthrows various oppressor Barons snd rescues & youth who turns out to
be the descendent of a family of northern sea eerls. In 69 Richard is
werring egeinst the rebel beron Sir Fugo de Bungay whose castle is built in
the hesrt of the Broads. Robin Huol constructs floeting towers by which
the castle is finally teken. In No.70 Robin Hood is sent to meet a reid
by the Welsh in Shropshire, led by Prince Llowelly. There is o mysterious
gword-meker in this story, end Druids end Bards, snd some very gory bettlas,
In 71 and 72 Richard continued his cempeign against his rebellious berons.

Ogilviec Mitchell's long series ended here end in the short series by
Escott Iynn which followed, John is on the throne. The series described
how Robin Huod, essisted by a young Normen Squire Le Puer, & magter swords-
men, restored young Guy of alverstone to his castle end possessions, finbllq
after many edventures playing o large pert in obteining from John the

, Greet Cherter &t Runnym.de.

Richerd Ment, who followed with enother short sceries, seemed to owe
a greet deel tu Stevenson. The "Red Messenger" of the first story, e red
errow becring werning messeges, scemed to be baged on "The 3lack Arrow",
ag Joes the nystcrious leper, "The Black Lances" of the legt two stories.
Sir Relph Malvoisin hes seized the possessions of his leper brother Richard
the real heir, who is slein in rescuing Robin Hood from his brother's
dungeons. TFinally, Robin sxecutes justice on Sir Relph ond his fellow
Normens, Sir Thomes Tracy end Sir Ralph de Vipont. In the last twc of
Ment's stories Sir Simeon Craftley and his Black Lences, & band of free
companions, ere finally d<feated anc destroyed after e bitter conflict
with Robin Hood.

With the lest four numbers we find what is perheps sn ominous sign
of the end - for Robin wes moving ebout the country. The scencs of the
four stories were laid in Essex, London end Yorkshire. It was o frequent
device to boost o feiling circuletion in a feirly well known series: of
storice to set the hero or heroes touring the country - Jeck, Sam end Pete
seemed to do it et regular intervals, end this mey well have been the
intention of the Lldine editors. But though number 88, the last published
thet I cen trace, ennounced thet the date of publication of four new
numbers would be ennounced shortly, that "shortly" ncver came.

It wes rether & pity, for i. Philpott Wright who ccme in et this
stege produced four good stories, with ettrective plot end incident.
Robin Hoo', visiting London, is ceptured end throwrn in the Tower in
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"Thrc! Troitor's Gete", end rescued in the following number, "Prisoner
of Ongar". In his escépe he 2lso rescues other prisoners ond the other
stories shewed him righting their wrongs. In N0.86 h: is in the Epping
district and restores Ldwin of Lengley to the possessions he has been
deprived of by Sir Peter de Courcy end the treacherous Thene of Brentwood.
In No. 87 eand 88 Robin Hood is in Yorkshire. "The "Jolf of the Woldas"
proves to be Sir Hermen de Leon, who disguised in » wolf's head snd skin
is terrorising the Wolds. In No.88, Robin Huod overthrows the robber
barcon Fitzallen., Fitzellen hes murdered the father of Sir Aleric Melo
and ceused Sir Nleric to be charged with the deed. Sir Aleric is
rescued by kobin Hood, end Fitzellen meets his doom ot the hends of the
enreged peesents he has terrorised £s the "Terror of Towton Bridge".

The cover artists of the last fow storics rose to cquel heights with

the euthor.

nc so the series endedy twice to be revived, but on heither
occesion to add any fresh stories; eond so, too, helf reluctontly, we
close memories which have fill.d en hour or two with o pleasant nostalgies;
thinking beck to distent deys when we resd of Robin Hood, snd often were
Robin Hood ourselves; to doys when a clump of poesticks at the bottom
of the gerden wes Sherwood Forest; en? feint across the Aistent yeers
8till in our mind's ear rings

"The thrice blown shrill summons of Bold Robin Hood,"

SEXTON BL.KE CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

ACROSS

3, Yellow; Ts Ho By T3 9, Araby 12, Lips 14, Rajehs

15, Satirey 17, Grenite Grantg 20, Ku Klux Klenj 213.G.1.Res

22, E.R,P.3 23, Mexrly 24, OM.; 26, Raveny 27, ECILAHC (Chalioe)
32, Ysebely 36, K.K.K.5 37, Sneked; 39, Union; 40, Sess

41, Allens 43, D.S.y 44,.Blekey . 47, Nesmyth,

DOWN

1, Cors (1%a)y 2, lobengny 3, Yous 4, D.Bey 5, Wu ldngy . 6, Al
7, Hardinge; 8, Flanagan; 10, s 1y (Heudy 1%, Pentelows

16, Arthur; 17, Feirfex; 18, 0.N.4 20, Krock Kelk; 2%, Meness

25, Milk; 28, Iukunes 29, Cynoss 30, Olges 35, Seng L 7 R A1 T
35, Bells; 57y wids 38, Mcets 40, Skys A2k Tiagt 7 Ay Balig

45 9 A..N[.;

Score: 25 if ell correct. Lose 1 mark for
eech square cmoty or incorrect.
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Ton\ (Derr\u(’s Own

84.62.
With Stories by
FRANK RICHARDS :
and other stories and articles, and many illustrations.

Jack of all Traoes

.60,

by
FPRANK RI CHARDS
A new character in an entirely new and exciting story

Tom (Rerey and Co. of St.Jimu

The Seccet of the S‘cubg.

Rallying Round Guasy

The above three books
by
MARTIN CLIFFORD

(jal)o rel

For further information, and in
the event of any difficulty in
obtaining any of the above books,
please write to the publishers

MANDEVITLILE PUBLICATIONS
55, VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.l.






